
TITLE 15 
CITIES AND TOWNS 

 
CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

ARTICLE 1 
POWERS AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 
15-1-101.  Definitions. 

 
(a)  As used in W.S. 15-1-101 through 15-11-302: 

 
(i)  "Any city or town" means any incorporated 

municipality; 
 

(ii)  "Councilman or councilmen" means the individuals 
elected to comprise the governing body of any city or town; 
 

(iii)  "Emergency ordinance" means an ordinance 
operating for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, safety or welfare, in which the emergency is defined; 
 

(iv)  "First class city" means any incorporated 
municipality having a population of four thousand (4,000) or 
more which has been declared a first class city or which has 
taken the necessary steps to be and has been proclaimed a first 
class city; 
 

(v)  "Franchise" means the grant of authority to any 
person or firm by the governing body of any city or town to 
carry on the operation of a public utility; 
 

(vi)  "Governing body" means the council or commission 
constituting the elected legislative body of any city or town 
including the mayor who is the presiding officer; 
 

(vii)  "Local improvement" means any improvement made 
within any city or town, the cost of which may be assessed 
against the property specially benefited thereby; 
 

(viii)  "Mayor" means the person elected, either by 
popular vote or by vote of the governing body, to exercise the 
powers of the office and to be presiding officer of the 
governing body; 
 



(ix)  "Ordinance" means a legislative enactment of 
general effect validly adopted by the governing body of any city 
or town; 
 

(x)  "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, 
corporation or other business entity, or the executor, 
administrator, trustee, receiver, assignee or personal 
representative thereof; 
 

(xi)  "Public improvement" means an improvement made 
within any city or town for which general bonded obligation may 
be incurred; 
 

(xii)  "Qualified elector" means any person possessing 
the requisite qualifications to vote in any election conducted 
within a city or town for the selection of mayors or councilmen; 
 

(xiii)  "Qualified member" means any member of a 
governing body who was elected or appointed thereto in 
accordance with all applicable provisions of law; 
 

(xiv)  "Town" means any incorporated municipality, not 
a first class city; 
 

(xv)  "This act", unless otherwise specified, means 
W.S. 15-1-101 through 15-11-302. 
 

15-1-102.  Prior incorporations and elections legalized. 
 
All incorporations and proceedings to incorporate cities and 
towns and all elections held in cities and towns, whether 
pursuant to the laws of the territory of Wyoming, or the state 
of Wyoming, are legalized, notwithstanding any irregularity that 
may have occurred. 
 

15-1-103.  General powers of governing bodies. 
 

(a)  The governing bodies of all cities and towns may: 
 

(i)  Sue and be sued; 
 

(ii)  Have and use a common seal; 
 

(iii)  Purchase and hold real and personal property 
for their use including real estate sold for taxes; 
 



(iv)  Sell, convey and lease any estate owned and make 
any orders respecting it deemed to be in their best interest; 
 

(v)  Perform all acts in relation to the property and 
concerns of the city or town necessary to the exercise of its 
corporate powers; 
 

(vi)  Receive bequests, gifts and donations of all 
kinds of property in fee simple, or in trust for public, 
charitable or other purposes and do all things necessary to 
carry out their intended purpose; 
 

(vii)  Control the finances of the corporation, 
including providing by ordinance for: 
 

(A)  The preparation, maintenance and retention 
of required records and accounts; 
 

(B)  Any required reports to the director of the 
state department of audit's office; and 
 

(C)  If deemed necessary the preparation of 
independent audits of the financial condition of the city or 
town, which shall be conducted by a certified public accountant 
or a public accountant who has been in the practice of public 
accounting for a period of five (5) years as a principal. 
 

(viii)  Appropriate money by ordinance only and pay 
all necessary expenses, including supplies, salaries of 
employees and debts; 
 

(ix)  Levy and collect special assessments against 
persons or property to the extent allowed by the constitution 
and the law; 
 

(x)  Borrow money on the credit of the corporation for 
corporate purposes as allowed by the constitution and the laws 
and issue warrants and bonds therefor in such amounts and forms 
and on such conditions as they determine; 
 

(xi)  Take all necessary action to plan, construct or 
otherwise improve, modify, repair, maintain and regulate the use 
of streets, including the regulation of any structures 
thereunder, alleys, any bridges, parks, public grounds, 
cemeteries and sidewalks; 
 



(xii)  In the manner provided in W.S. 15-7-301 through 
15-7-305 vacate from public use any property acquired or held 
for park purposes, if: 
 

(A)  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

(B)  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

(C)  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

(D)  The city or town has held title to the 
property for more than ten (10) years and no substantial use has 
been made thereof for park purposes; or 
 

(E)  The property will be used for public school 
or public educational purposes after the vacation. 
 

(xiii)  License, tax and regulate any business 
whatsoever conducted or trafficked in within the limits of the 
city or town for the purpose of raising revenue, and any license 
taxes imposed shall be uniform in respect to the class of 
business upon which imposed; 
 

(xiv)  Regulate or prohibit the running at large 
within the city limits of any animals, impose a license fee for 
the keeping or harboring of dogs and establish and provide for 
the operation of a pound; 
 

(xv)  Regulate, license, tax or prohibit saloons and 
shooting galleries or places; 
 

(xvi)  Suppress or prohibit: 
 

(A)  All gambling games or devices except antique 
gambling devices as defined in W.S. 6-7-101(a)(x) and authorize 
the destruction thereof; 
 

(B)  Houses of prostitution and other disorderly 
houses and punish the keeper thereof and persons resorting 
thereto; and 
 

(C)  Other disorderly and vicious practices or 
conduct. 
 

(xvii)  Restrain and punish vagrants, mendicants and 
prostitutes; 
 



(xviii)  Regulate, prevent or suppress riots, 
disturbances, disorderly assemblies or parades, or any other 
conduct which disturbs or jeopardizes the public health, safety, 
peace or morality, in any public or private place; 
 

(xix)  Declare and abate nuisances and impose fines 
upon parties who create, continue or permit nuisances to exist; 
 

(xx)  Compel the attendance of witnesses for the 
investigation of matters before it and the presiding officer may 
administer the requisite oaths; 
 

(xxi)  Purchase, lease or rent land within or without 
the corporate limits for the deposit of refuse matter, govern 
the use of the land and make reasonable rules and requirements 
for hauling refuse; 
 

(xxii)  Establish and regulate parks, zoological 
gardens and recreation areas within the city limits and upon 
land owned, leased or controlled outside of the city limits 
provided: 
 

(A)  The municipal court of the city or town has 
jurisdiction to punish any violator of the ordinances of the 
city or town governing those areas; 
 

(B)  The state game and fish commission is 
authorized to furnish to any city or town any game or animals 
requested, and the city or town shall pay the necessary 
expenses. 
 

(xxiii)  Provide for the organization, support and 
equipping of a fire department and: 
 

(A)  Prescribe rules, regulations and penalties 
for governing the department; 
 

(B)  Establish regulations for the prevention of 
and extinguishing of fires; 
 

(C)  Make cooperative agreements or execute 
contracts for fire protection in accordance with W.S. 15-1-121. 
 

(xxiv)  Prevent the dangerous construction and 
condition of chimneys, fireplaces and any other heating 
appliance or apparatus used in and about dwellings, factories 
and other buildings, and cause any such dangerous condition or 



appliance to be removed or replaced in a safe condition, 
regulate and prevent the carrying on of manufacturing likely to 
cause fires and prevent the deposit of ashes in unsafe places; 
 

(xxv)  Prescribe the thickness, strength and manner of 
constructing any buildings and the construction of fire escapes 
therein, and provide for their inspection; 
 

(xxvi)  Provide for the repair, removal or destruction 
of any dangerous building or enclosure; 
 

(xxvii)  Define fire limits and prescribe limits 
within which no building may be constructed except of brick, 
stone, or other incombustible material, without permission and 
cause the destruction or removal of any building constructed or 
repaired in violation of any ordinance; 
 

(xxviii)  Regulate or prevent the storage, use and 
transportation of any combustible or explosive material within 
the corporate limits or within a given distance thereof; 
 

(xxix)  Appoint a board of health and prescribe its 
powers and duties and: 
 

(A)  Establish quarantine ordinances; 
 

(B)  Own and regulate convalescent homes, rest 
homes and hospitals; 
 

(C)  Contract for treatment and preventive 
services for the mentally ill, substance abuser and 
developmentally disabled as provided in W.S. 35-1-611 through 
35-1-628. 
 

(xxx)  Divide the city or town into suitable districts 
for establishing a system of drainage including surface water 
drainage, sanitary sewers and water mains and: 
 

(A)  Provide and regulate the construction, 
repair and use of sewers and drains; 
 

(B)  Provide penalties for violations of 
regulations; 
 

(C)  Assess against the property concerned any 
penalty or costs and expenses in compliance with regulations. 
 



(xxxi)  Take any action to establish, alter and 
regulate as deemed necessary the channels of streams, water 
courses and any other public water sources or supplies within 
the city; 
 

(xxxii)  Establish, maintain and in a manner the 
governing body determines provide for the housing of public 
libraries and reading rooms and in connection therewith or 
separately public museums and: 
 

(A)  Purchase books and other appropriate 
material; 
 

(B)  Purchase and receive as gifts or on loan any 
books, pictures, articles or artifacts relating to the history, 
resources and development of the United States and its parts and 
lands; 
 

(C)  Place a museum temporarily in charge of 
donors; and 
 

(D)  Receive donations and bequests for the 
museum, in trust or otherwise, and make contracts and 
regulations for the care, protection and government thereof. 
 

(xxxiii)  Grant franchises for such terms as the 
governing body deems proper to any utility company, provided no 
franchise may be entered into with any person in which that 
person is given an exclusive right for any purpose whatsoever 
and: 
 

(A)  Grant to any franchisee utility company the 
privilege to install and maintain necessary installations under 
or over any streets, alleys or avenues; 
 

(B)  Contract for a specified time period with 
any franchisee electric light or gas company for the necessary 
energy and service for the lighting of streets, public buildings 
or other requirements of the city or town; 
 

(C)  Upon renewal or initial grant or renewal 
after condemnation of a franchise, may provide in the franchise 
that the franchisee shall furnish a gas distribution system 
through which any supplier, including the franchisee, may sell 
and distribute natural gas as provided by subsection (b) of this 
section, to any person served by the distribution system, 
provided that before any city or town implements this 



subparagraph, the question of whether or not to do so shall be 
submitted to and approved by a majority of the electors of the 
city or town voting on the question at a one-time election 
called for that purpose. 
 

(xxxiv)  Establish and regulate a police department, 
pass ordinances relating to the department and adopt job 
descriptions for all department personnel; 
 

(xxxv)  Exercise the power of eminent domain and take 
property for public use within and without the city limits for 
any necessary or authorized public purpose as defined by W.S. 
1-26-801(c); 
 

(xxxvi)  Require all buildings to be numbered by the 
owners, lessees, occupants or agents and in case of failure to 
comply with such requirements, cause the numbering to be done 
and assess the costs against the property or premises numbered; 
 

(xxxvii)  In addition to the appointed officers and 
employees provided by law, establish other positions as are 
necessary for the efficient operation of the city or town and: 
 

(A)  Prescribe duties and rules of all 
appointees; 
 

(B)  Determine working conditions or pay scales 
and supplementary benefits, as long as those provisions are not 
in conflict with existing statutes; 
 

(C)  During an emergency or special conditions 
warranting, make additional temporary appointments; 
 

(D)  Specify by ordinance that if any person is 
removed from office for incompetency, neglect of duty or 
otherwise for cause, the charges against that person shall be 
specified and the person removed shall be provided an 
opportunity for a hearing on the charges under procedures 
established in the ordinance; 
 

(E)  Make the cause of removal a matter of 
record. 
 

(xxxviii)  Cause compilations, codifications and 
comprehensive revisions to be made of all ordinances in force 
and provide for their distribution, sale and exchange; 
 



(xxxix)  Lease lands owned or possessed outside the 
corporate limits which contain caves, caverns, or other natural 
formations to any person for the development and use of the 
natural formations on terms and conditions approved by the 
governing body; 
 

(xl)  With written permission of the landowner or 
governmental agency involved, reclaim for beneficial use 
substandard lands by filling excavations and other depressions 
with refuse from the cities and towns, provided the deposit of 
refuse and the reclamation of the lands shall be done in a 
manner approved by the landowner, adjoining landowners and in 
accordance with any applicable laws or ordinances; 
 

(xli)  Adopt ordinances, resolutions and regulations, 
including regulations not in conflict with this act and 
necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the city or 
town, necessary to give effect to the powers conferred by this 
act and, except as provided by paragraph (xlvi) of this 
subsection, enforce all ordinances by imposing fines not 
exceeding seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or imprisonment 
not exceeding six (6) months, or both. The governing body of a 
city or town may by ordinance impose a term of probation for 
battery which may exceed the maximum term of imprisonment 
established for the offense provided the term of probation, 
together with any extension thereof, shall in no case exceed one 
(1) year; 
 

(xlii)  Subject to subsection (d) of this section, 
take any action necessary to acquire any needed or useful 
property, or to construct, maintain, repair or replace any 
lawful improvement, development, project or other activity of 
any kind, or to participate, join or cooperate with other 
governments or political subdivisions, or departments or 
agencies thereof, for which funds may be borrowed from, granted 
or made available in whole or in part, on a matching basis or 
otherwise, by the United States of America or the state of 
Wyoming, or any subdivision, department or agency of either; 
 

(xliii)  License and regulate pawnbrokers and junk or 
secondhand dealers and provide for the examination of premises 
and business property of such persons pursuant to law for the 
purpose of discovering stolen property; 
 

(xliv)  Take into custody abandoned, or junk motor 
vehicles and parts or remains thereof which are nuisances and 



are on public property or on public streets, alleys and ways 
and: 
 

(A)  Remove and store the vehicles or parts at 
the expense of the owner; 
 

(B)  Permit redemption of the vehicles or parts; 
 

(C)  If not redeemed after giving public notice 
sell the vehicles or parts without warranty; 
 

(D)  Pay expenses from the sale; and 
 

(E)  After lapse of a reasonable length of time, 
deposit unclaimed proceeds from the sale of vehicles or parts 
into the general fund of the municipality. 
 

(xlv)  Contract with nonprofit corporations, hospitals 
and clinics to provide human services for persons within its 
jurisdiction; 
 

(xlvi)  Adopt ordinances establishing pretreatment 
standards and requirements for municipal waste water collection 
systems and provide for enforcement of the standards and 
requirements through: 
 

(A)  Injunctive relief; and 
 

(B)  The assessment against industrial users of 
civil or criminal penalties for violations of, or noncompliance 
with, the pretreatment standards and requirements, provided the 
civil penalty shall not be less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) and shall not exceed ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) a day for each day of violation. The proceeds of 
any civil penalty imposed by a district court under any 
ordinance adopted pursuant to this paragraph shall be deposited 
in the general fund of the city or town. 
 

(xlvii)  By ordinance, prohibit or authorize and 
regulate the operation of golf carts as defined under W.S. 
31-5-102(a)(lxi) on public streets and roadways within the 
corporate boundaries of the city or town; 
 

(xlviii)  Repealed By Laws 1999, ch. 22, § 2. 
 

(xlix)  Unless specifically prohibited by statute, 
accept negotiable paper in payment of any tax, assessment, 



license, permit, fee, fine or other money owing to the city or 
town or collectible by the city or town on behalf of the state 
or other unit of government, or in payment of any bail deposit 
or other trust deposit.  As used in this paragraph, negotiable 
paper means money orders, paper arising from the use of a lender 
credit card as defined in W.S. 40-14-140(a)(ix), checks and 
drafts, including, without limitation, sales drafts and checks 
and drafts signed by a holder of a lender credit card issued by 
a bank maintaining a revolving loan account as defined in W.S. 
40-14-308, for lender credit card holders.  The acceptance of 
negotiable paper by the governing body under this subsection 
shall be in accordance with and subject to the same terms and 
conditions provided by W.S. 18-3-505. Any fees assessed for 
processing a credit card payment may be borne by the governing 
body of the city or town or person tendering payment. Any fees 
assessed for processing a credit card payment collected on 
behalf of the state shall be borne by the governing body of the 
city or town or person tendering payment and not by the state; 
 

(l)  Appoint special municipal officers, who are not 
certified as peace officers, to issue citations to individuals 
for the limited purpose of enforcing ordinances, resolutions and 
regulations in the areas of animal control, parking and 
municipal code enforcement.  Special municipal officers are not 
law enforcement officers: 
 

(A)  For purposes of employee benefits provided 
in title 9 of Wyoming statutes; 
 

(B)  Are not peace officers for purposes of title 
6 or title 7 of Wyoming statutes; 
 

(C)  Are not peace officers for purposes of W.S. 
1-39-112; 
 

(D)  Shall not be required to carry a firearm; 
 

(E)  Shall not have the power of arrest; 
 

(F)  Shall not be issued a peace officer's badge; 
and 
 

(G)  Shall not represent themselves to be peace 
officers. 
 

(b)  Any franchise granted pursuant to subparagraph 
(a)(xxxiii)(C) of this section is subject to the following: 



 
(i)  The franchise agreement shall specify who is 

responsible for deliverability; 
 

(ii)  The distribution system shall continue to be a 
public utility whose charges are regulated by the public service 
commission.  The charges shall reflect the reasonable nongas 
costs subject to management audit as the public service 
commission deems necessary plus a reasonable return on 
investment; 
 

(iii)  Any city or town or its authorized 
representative shall act as an agent for any person served by 
the system in negotiating terms and conditions for the supply of 
natural gas to that person, and the franchisee distribution 
system shall accept for delivery to any person served by the 
system, natural gas from any supplier; 
 

(iv)  The public service commission shall designate a 
place or places in the vicinity of the distribution system for 
the acceptance of natural gas not supplied by franchisee; 
 

(v)  The public service commission shall adopt and 
enforce minimum quality standards for all gas delivered to the 
distribution system.  These standards shall reflect the 
practices of the operators of the distribution system unless 
good cause is shown for different standards.  The standards 
shall be designed to facilitate the commingling of gas from 
different suppliers; 
 

(vi)  As soon as there are at least two (2) suppliers 
offering natural gas to all customers served by the franchisee 
and as soon as the additional supplier or suppliers are capable 
of delivering gas in at least one-third (1/3) of the volume 
required by the entire distribution system provided that the 
public service commission finds that the suppliers own or 
control, and have committed to guaranteed delivery, reserves of 
natural gas sufficient to supply ten (10) years of demand at 
that level, then all persons supplying gas shall have the 
authority to set their own prices.  The proposed supplier has 
the burden of proving adequate reserves and deliverability.  The 
Wyoming oil and gas commission shall report to the public 
service commission on the adequacy and deliverability when a 
utility gas supply is proposed to be displaced under this act; 
 

(vii)  Subject to the availability of pipeline 
capacity and the requirements of federal law and regulations the 



public service commission may, after notice and hearing if 
necessary, designate any point in the state on a gas pipeline 
operated for the purpose of delivering gas to the distribution 
system or its parent or subsidiary company as a point for 
receipt of gas to the system and regulate the charges for 
shipping gas from that point to the system.  If a pipeline has 
insufficient capacity the public service commission consistent 
with W.S. 30-5-125 may require it to accept gas that has a lower 
price to the consumer in preference to higher price gas.  The 
public service commission may impose any conditions or 
requirements pursuant to this subsection that are necessary to 
protect the public health, safety and welfare, to ensure the 
efficient operation of the natural gas distribution and supply 
system and to ensure the lowest possible price to retail 
customers, including but not limited to proper assignment of 
costs of connecting suppliers to the system; 
 

(viii)  When a city renews or grants a franchise for 
the supply of natural gas under subparagraph (a)(xxxiii)(C) of 
this section, the public service commission may require that the 
distribution of gas in surrounding unincorporated areas also be 
made subject to the terms of the same franchise; 
 

(ix)  If a distribution system has only one (1) 
supplier of natural gas all prices charged in that franchise are 
subject to W.S. 37-2-121 and 37-2-122; 
 

(x)  All suppliers of gas to the distribution system 
shall annually report to the public service commission the 
annual consumption of natural gas by their customers of record 
at the date of the report and their natural gas reserves. If 
their natural gas reserves are less than a five (5) year supply, 
the public service commission may forbid any supplier from 
serving new customers until the reserves are equal to a five (5) 
year supply for all customers; 
 

(xi)  Any supplier entering the system under this 
subsection is liable for injuries, damages or other losses to 
the extent to which the injuries, damages or other losses are 
proximately caused by the supplier's operations within the 
system and are due to failure of the supplier to exercise that 
standard of care which a reasonable, prudent person would 
exercise under the same or similar circumstances to avoid an 
undue risk of harm or are due to the supplier's failure to 
deliver contracted amounts of natural gas. 
 



(c)  Any provision in a gas purchase contract which 
contains or creates an indefinite escalator clause, otherwise 
known as a "favored nation treaty" provision, is contrary to the 
public policy of the state and is void and unenforceable if: 
 

(i)  The contract is to sell gas to the holders of a 
municipality franchise which supplies retail customers in the 
state; 
 

(ii)  The contract provides for the sale in the state 
of gas produced within the state; 
 

(iii)  The contract gas price is in excess of the 
general market price which would otherwise exist in the absence 
of the indefinite escalator clause; and 
 

(iv)  The higher price resulting from the application 
of the escalator clause is not required by any enforceable 
provision of statutes or regulations enacted or adopted pursuant 
to the Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978 or other appropriate 
statutes and regulations of the United States. 
 

(d)  Before the governing body of a city or town enters 
into an agreement to borrow money from the United States of 
America or from the state of Wyoming, or from any subdivision, 
agency or department of either, to fund a public improvement 
project to be repaid solely from revenues generated by the 
enterprise with which the financed project is associated, the 
proposal to enter into the loan agreement shall be submitted to 
and approved by the electors of the city or town in the same 
manner and pursuant to the same procedures as provided for bond 
issues under the Political Subdivision Bond Election Law, if the 
total amount to be borrowed for the project exceeds the greater 
of: 
 

(i)  Five million dollars ($5,000,000.00); or 
 

(ii)  An amount calculated by multiplying the number 
of individuals to be served by the proposed public improvement 
project times one thousand two hundred dollars ($1,200.00). 
 

15-1-104.  Authority to carry liability insurance. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may carry liability insurance in an 
amount the governing body deems necessary. The insurance shall 
be: 
 



(i)  On standard policy forms approved by the state 
insurance commissioner; 
 

(ii)  With companies authorized to do business in 
Wyoming; 
 

(iii)  Paid out of the general fund of the city or 
town. 
 

15-1-105.  Governing bodies; meetings; quorum; executive 
sessions. 
 
Public meetings of the governing body shall be held in 
accordance with W.S. 16-4-401 through 16-4-408.  Special 
meetings may also be called by a majority of the qualified 
members of the governing body. A majority of all the qualified 
members of the governing body constitutes a quorum for the 
transaction of business, but any number may adjourn a meeting to 
compel the attendance of and punish absent members. If the 
nature of the business so requires, the governing body by a vote 
of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present, may go into 
executive session and exclude the public therefrom. 
 

15-1-106.  Conduct and journal of governing body's 
proceedings. 
 
The governing body shall determine the rules for the conduct of 
its proceedings, and shall keep a journal thereof which is a 
public record. The manner in which each member of the governing 
body votes on any matter upon which a vote is taken shall be 
entered in the journal. 
 

15-1-107.  Vacancies in offices; grounds; how filled. 
 

(a)  A vacancy exists in the office of mayor or councilman 
if during the term for which elected any mayor or councilman: 
 

(i)  Except as provided in W.S. 22-23-103, fails the 
residency requirements as defined by local ordinance for the 
city, town or ward; 
 

(ii)  Is convicted of a felony; 
 

(iii)  Fails to attend four (4) or more consecutive 
regularly scheduled meetings of the council without an excused 
absence as determined by a majority of the council according to 



procedures adopted pursuant to subsection (b) of this section; 
or 
 

(iv)  Meets any other condition specified in W.S. 
22-18-101. 
 

(b)  The governing body, by ordinance, shall specify the 
procedure for determining whether a vacancy exists. 
 

(c)  If a vacancy is determined to exist, the governing 
body shall appoint an eligible person to the office who shall 
serve until his successor is elected at the next general 
municipal election and qualified. If the entire council is 
vacant, the district judge for the district in which the city or 
town is located shall appoint a person to fill each vacancy and 
serve until the next general municipal election at which time a 
successor shall be elected to fill the unexpired portion of each 
term. 
 

(d)  A vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled only 
from the governing body. 
 

(e)  Vacancies in appointive offices shall be filled in the 
manner provided for initial appointments. 
 

15-1-108.  Powers and duties of mayor; appointment of mayor 
pro tem. 
 

(a)  Unless otherwise provided by statute, the mayor shall: 
 

(i)  Preside at all meetings of the governing body, 
and in his absence a councilman shall be appointed to act as 
mayor pro tem; 
 

(ii)  Have superintending control of all officers and 
affairs of the city or town; 
 

(iii)  Take care that the ordinances and laws are 
complied with; 
 

(iv)  Administer oaths; 
 

(v)  Sign commissions and appointments and all bonds, 
contracts and other obligations required to be signed in the 
name of the city or town; and 
 



(vi)  Have one (1) vote on all matters coming before 
the governing body upon which a vote is taken, except a vote: 
 

(A)  To override a veto; 
 

(B)  To confirm an appointment other than a vote 
to break a tie vote of the governing body; and 
 

(C)  Pursuant to a hearing for removal or 
discharge as provided in W.S. 15-2-102(b)(iv)(C) or 
15-3-204(b)(iv)(C). 
 

(b)  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-109.  When clerk may administer oaths. 
 

(a)  The clerk of any city or town may administer oaths to 
persons for any city or town purpose for which an oath is 
required or authorized by law. 
 

(b)  In adding his jurat to any oath he administers, the 
clerk shall attach the official seal of the city or town to the 
jurat. 
 

15-1-110.  Minutes of meetings and titles of ordinances 
passed to be published; exception; contents; publication of 
names, salaries and wages of specified officials and employees. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town shall designate 
a legal newspaper and publish once therein the minutes of all 
regular and special meetings of the governing body and the 
titles of all ordinances passed. If a newspaper is not published 
in the city or town the proceedings or ordinances shall be 
posted for at least ten (10) days in the city or town clerk's 
office and in such other places as the governing body 
determines. The clerk of each city or town shall within twelve 
(12) days after adjournment of every meeting, furnish the 
newspaper a copy of the proceedings of the meeting. Except for 
salaries and wages published under subsection (b) of this 
section, the copy shall include any bill presented to the 
governing body stating the amount of the bill, the amount 
allowed, the purpose of the bill and the claimant. Claims for 
part-time employees may be summarized by department without 
listing each part-time employee. The newspaper shall publish the 
copy of proceedings within nine (9) days after receipt. 
 



(b)  A city or town required to publish minutes under 
subsection (a) of this section shall separately publish: 
 

(i)  Within sixty (60) days after the end of each 
fiscal year, the name, position and gross monthly salary of each 
full-time employee and each elected official. A brief statement 
shall accompany the salary publication specifying that all 
salaries are listed as gross monthly salaries or actual monthly 
wages, not including any fringe benefits such as health 
insurance costs, life insurance benefits and pension plans. The 
statement shall also indicate that the salaries or wages do not 
include any overtime the employee may earn which would be paid 
by the city or town; 
 

(ii)  Repealed By Laws 2014, Ch. 86, § 2. 
 

(c)  Repealed By Laws 2014, Ch. 86, § 2. 
 

(d)  Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to 
undercover personnel working in the law enforcement field. 
 

15-1-111.  Appropriations for advertisement of resources 
authorized; exception. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town may make 
appropriations from the city or town general fund for: 
 

(i)  Advertising the resources of the city or town; 
 

(ii)  Furthering its industrial development; or 
 

(iii)  Encouraging exhibits at fairs, expositions and 
conventions. 
 

(b)  No appropriation may be for the express aid of any 
private citizen, firm or corporation. 
 

15-1-112.  Manner of disposing of municipal property; when 
advertising and bids not necessary. 
 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this 
section and W.S. 15-1-113(a), before the sale of any property of 
any city or town valued at five hundred dollars ($500.00) or 
more, an advertisement of the intended sale, describing the 
property and the terms of the sale, shall be published at least 
once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the community, announcing a public 



auction or calling for sealed bids for purchase of the property. 
The property shall be sold to the highest responsible bidder, 
unless the governing body of the city or town rejects all bids. 
The responsibility of the bidders shall be determined by the 
governing body of the city or town. 
 

(b)  Any city or town, upon terms the governing body 
thereof determines, without advertising the sale or calling for 
bids, and after a public hearing, notice of which shall include 
the appraised value of all real properties involved and notice 
of proposed terms of any contract with an independent agency 
pursuant to paragraph (iii) of this subsection and is published 
at least once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the city 
or town is located, may: 
 

(i)  Sell any property to: 
 

(A)  The state of Wyoming for the use of any 
agency or instrumentality thereof; 
 

(B)  Any agency or instrumentality of the state 
or federal government authorized to hold property in its own 
name; 
 

(C)  Any political subdivision of the state; 
 

(D)  Any person acquiring the property for a use 
which the governing body determines will benefit the economic 
development of the municipality. 
 

(ii)  Trade any real property the city or town owns 
for any other real property; 
 

(iii)  Contract with an independent agent to sell 
individual parcels of land for development as reasonable cost 
housing alternatives for prospective homeowners, provided the 
parcels have not been previously developed beyond the 
installation of basic utilities and a foundation. 
 

15-1-113.  Contracts for public improvements. 
 

(a)  All contracts for any type of public improvement, 
excluding contracts for professional services or where the 
primary purpose is emergency work or maintenance, for any city 
or town or joint powers board wherein at least one (1) member is 
a municipality shall be advertised for bid or for response if a 



request for proposal or qualification for construction manager 
agent, construction manager at risk or design-builder is used, 
if the estimated cost, including all related costs, exceeds a 
bid threshold of thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000.00), 
except that a contract for the purchase or lease of a new 
automobile or truck shall be advertised regardless of cost and 
if there is an automobile or truck for trade-in, it shall be 
included as a part of the advertisement and bid.  The 
requirements of W.S. 15-1-112(a) do not apply to any city or 
town trading in an automobile or truck on the purchase of a new 
automobile or truck. 
 

(b)  The advertisement shall be published on two (2) 
different occasions, at least seven (7) days apart, in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the city or town, or if 
a joint powers board in any city or town which is a member of 
the board.  The published notice shall state the place, date and 
time when the bids or proposals will be received and bids will 
be publicly opened and the place where interested persons may 
obtain complete specifications of work to be performed. 
 

(c)  If the contract is let for bid, the contract shall be 
let to the lowest bidder who shall be determined qualified and 
responsible in the sole discretion of the governing body. The 
governing body may use alternate design and construction 
delivery methods as defined under W.S. 16-6-701 if deemed 
appropriate. The governing body may reject all bids or responses 
submitted if it finds that none of them would serve the public 
interest.  For contracts in excess of five hundred thousand 
dollars ($500,000.00), cities, towns and joint powers boards may 
prequalify contractors who wish to submit bids or responses 
based on such criteria as the project type and experience, 
expertise, professional qualifications, past performance, staff 
proposed, schedule proposed, financial strength, qualification 
of supervisors proposed to be used, technical solutions proposed 
or references. 
 

(d)  Every contract shall be executed by the mayor or in 
his absence or disability, by the president or other presiding 
officer of the governing body and by the clerk or designee of 
the governing body.  The successful bidder or respondent shall 
furnish to the city, town or joint powers board a bond as 
specified in the advertisement, or if the contract price is one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) or less, any other 
form of financial guarantee satisfactory to the city, town or 
joint powers board. The bond or other form of financial 
guarantee shall meet the requirements of W.S. 16-6-112. 



 
(e)  Before advertising for a bid for any work on the 

construction of any public improvements and except as provided 
under W.S. 16-6-707 for alternate design and construction 
delivery methods, detailed plans and specifications shall be 
prepared, together with an estimate of the probable cost and a 
form of the proposed contract.  Except as provided under W.S. 
16-6-701 through 16-6-706, no contract may provide for the 
monthly retention of more than ten percent (10%) of the contract 
price on the amount of work done during the month, as shown by 
the estimate of the city or town engineer or designated local 
official.  No progress payment may be made until the city or 
town engineer or designated local official has furnished the 
estimate, together with a certificate that the amount of work 
estimated to have been done conforms in all material respects 
with the requirements of the contract. A joint powers board may 
designate an official of any member city or town to perform the 
functions required by this subsection. 
 

(f)  In advertising for any bid, the forms of guarantee 
required under this section and approved by the city, town or 
joint powers board shall be specified.  In addition, bidders 
shall be required to accompany each bid with a bid bond or if 
the bid is one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) or 
less, any other form of bid guarantee approved by the city, town 
or joint powers board, equal to at least five percent (5%) of 
the total bid amount, with sufficient surety and payable to the 
city, town or joint powers board. The bid guarantee shall be 
forfeited as liquidated damages if the bidder, upon the letting 
of the contract to him, fails to enter into the contract within 
thirty (30) days after it is presented to him for that purpose 
or fails to proceed with the performance of the contract.  The 
bid guarantee shall be retained by the city, town or joint 
powers board until proper bond or other form of security 
satisfactory to the city, town or joint powers board to secure 
performance of the contract has been filed and approved.  The 
right to reject any bid is reserved in all bid advertisements.  
All bids shall be numbered consecutively before they are opened 
and no further bids may be received after the advertised time of 
opening bids and any bid is publicly opened.  The city, town or 
joint powers board shall give all persons who desire an 
opportunity to inspect all bids when they are opened.  No bid 
may be considered unless accompanied by a bid guarantee in the 
required amount. 
 

(g)  No contract for which a bond or other form of 
financial guarantee approved by the city, town or joint powers 



board is required may be assigned or transferred in any manner 
except by operation of law or consent of the governing body 
endorsed on the contract.  Assignment by any other means renders 
the contract null and void as to any further performance by the 
contractor or the assignee, without any act on the part of the 
city, town or joint powers board. The city, town or joint powers 
board may at once proceed to relet the contract or may at its 
discretion proceed to complete the contract as agent at the 
expense of the contractor and his sureties. 
 

(h)  Before any contractor or his representative receives a 
final payment on any contract for which a bond or other 
financial guarantee is required, the city, town or joint powers 
board shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
city or town, or in the case of a joint powers board in any 
member city or town, at least ten (10) days prior to the final 
payment, a notice to the effect that persons having claims for 
labor and material furnished the contractor shall present them 
to the city, town or joint powers board prior to the date 
specified for payment. 
 

(j)  Any officer or employee of the city, town or joint 
powers board who aids any bidder or respondent in securing a 
contract to furnish labor, material or supplies at a higher or 
lower price than that proposed by any other bidder or 
respondent, or who favors one bidder or respondent over another 
by giving or withholding information, or who willfully misleads 
any bidder or respondent in regard to the character of the 
material or supplies called for, or who knowingly certifies to a 
greater amount or different kind of material or supplies than 
has been actually received, is guilty of malfeasance, which 
renders his office vacant. 
 

(k)  If an officer or employee is charged under subsection 
(j) of this section: 
 

(i)  The officer or employee: 
 

(A)  Is entitled to a hearing before the 
governing body; 
 

(B)  Shall be served a copy of the charge at 
least ten (10) working days before the hearing; 
 

(C)  May present a defense in person or by 
counsel; and 
 



(D)  May have the finding of the governing body 
appealed to the district court. 
 

(ii)  The governing body of the city, town or joint 
powers board shall hold a hearing on its own motion or when the 
charge is signed by at least ten (10) qualified electors of the 
city or town, or in the case of a joint powers board ten (10) 
qualified electors of any member city or town and: 
 

(A)  May compel attendance and testimony of 
witnesses and production of papers; 
 

(B)  Shall make findings of fact and conclusions 
of law; and 
 

(C)  Shall render a conclusive decision upon a 
majority vote of the governing body. 
 

(m)  Any officer or employee of the city, town or joint 
powers board found guilty of malfeasance with regard to a 
contract shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00). 
 

(n)  If any person to whom a contract has been awarded has 
colluded with any person to prevent any other competing bids 
being made, or has entered into an agreement by which he has 
made a higher or lower bid than some other person for the 
purpose of dividing the contract or profits therefrom between 
two (2) or more bidders, the contract is null and void, and the 
mayor or manager or joint powers board shall advertise for new 
bids or upon approval of the governing body provide for the work 
to be done under the mayor's, manager's or board's own 
supervision and control. 
 

(o)  Any contract made in violation of the provisions of 
this section is void, and any money paid on account of the 
contract by the city, town or joint powers board may be 
recovered without restitution of the property or benefits 
received or retained. 
 

(p)  Every contract of the kind specified in this section 
shall contain a provision expressly referring to this section 
and making it a part of the contract. 
 

(q)  A public improvement shall not be divided into smaller 
units for the sole purpose of avoiding the advertising 
requirement of this section. 



 
(r)  For purposes of this section "related costs" includes, 

but are not limited to, labor, labor burden, materials, 
transportation, storage, equipment, associated overhead and 
associated depreciation. 
 

(s)  As used in this section, a contract for public 
improvement shall not include an arrangement in which a 
municipality can accomplish an energy or water efficiency 
project without upfront capital costs or capital appropriations 
by compensating an energy or water efficiency contractor over 
time from guaranteed savings in energy or water costs that 
result from the project. 
 

15-1-114.  Ordinances; required for legislation; 
exceptions; how proved. 
 

(a)  All municipal legislation shall be by ordinance, 
unless provided otherwise by law, except that licenses may be 
granted by resolution. 
 

(b)  All ordinances may be proved by the certificate of the 
clerk, under the seal of the city or town, and when printed or 
published in book or pamphlet form, and purporting to be 
published by authority of the city or town, shall be read and 
received in all courts and places without further proof. 
 

15-1-115.  Ordinances; form and style; presumption; manner 
of enactment; vote required. 
 

(a)  All ordinances shall be in writing and passed pursuant 
to rules and regulations adopted by the governing body. No 
ordinance, except one making appropriations or one for the 
codification or general revision of ordinances, may contain more 
than one (1) subject which shall be expressed clearly in the 
title. Ordinances making appropriations and ordinances relating 
to codification or general revision of ordinances shall be 
limited to those subjects. The style of all ordinances shall be: 
"Be it ordained by the governing body of the city (town) of 
....". 
 

(b)  Every ordinance relating to the codification or 
general revision of ordinances which has been passed and adopted 
prior to the effective date of this section, and is otherwise in 
conformance with this section, is deemed to meet the requirement 
that an ordinance shall not contain more than one (1) subject 
which shall be expressed clearly in the title. 



 
(c)  Every ordinance shall be publicly read on three (3) 

different days. Public reading may be by title only. At least 
ten (10) days shall elapse between the introduction and final 
passage of every ordinance. For an emergency ordinance, the 
requirements of this section may be suspended by the affirmative 
vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the qualified members of the 
governing body. No franchise may be granted by emergency 
ordinance. 
 

(d)  Passage of an ordinance requires the affirmative vote 
of the majority of the qualified members of the governing body. 
Passage of an emergency ordinance requires the affirmative vote 
of three-fourths (3/4) of the qualified members of the governing 
body. 
 

15-1-116.  Ordinances; publication required; exception; 
attestation; recodification or revision. 
 

(a)  Every ordinance before becoming effective shall be 
published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation, 
which maintains a physical office at which advertisements are 
accepted and which is open to the public during regularly set 
business hours within the boundaries of the city or town.  The 
newspaper shall publish the ordinance within nine (9) days from 
the date of receipt.  If there is no such newspaper, the 
ordinance shall be posted for at least ten (10) days in the city 
clerk's office and in such other places as the governing body 
determines.  Emergency ordinances are effective upon 
proclamation of the mayor, and as soon thereafter as is 
practicable they shall be published and posted in the manner 
required of other ordinances. 
 

(b)  Every ordinance, within a reasonable time after 
passage, shall be signed by the mayor, attested by the clerk and 
recorded in a book kept for that purpose.  The attestation of 
the clerk shall show that the ordinance was duly published and 
posted. 
 

(c)  A recodification or revision of ordinances shall be 
published by title only together with a brief summary of the 
recodification or revision, in the manner provided in subsection 
(a) of this section for newspaper publication, provided that a 
copy of the recodification or revision shall be available to the 
public at all reasonable hours in the office of the city or town 
clerk. 
 



(d)  Ordinances adopted by the governing bodies of all 
incorporated cities and towns prior to the effective date of 
this act, which were posted for at least ten (10) days in the 
city clerk's office and in such other places as the governing 
body determined, are deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of this section. 
 

15-1-117.  Ordinances; amendment and repeal. 
 
Amendments and repeals of ordinances, or sections thereof, shall 
be by ordinance.  An amending ordinance shall set forth the 
entire ordinance or section as amended.  No vote of the 
governing body may be reconsidered or rescinded at any meeting 
unless there are as many members present as there were when the 
vote was originally taken. 
 

15-1-118.  Effect of governmental change on ordinances. 
 
If any city or town acquires a new classification or changes its 
form of government, all ordinances, bylaws and resolutions shall 
continue in force until amended or repealed, except insofar as 
they may be inconsistent with the provisions of the law 
governing the new class or form of government. 
 

15-1-119.  Adoption of state traffic laws and other 
provisions by reference authorized; procedure; effect. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may adopt by reference all or part of 
The Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways (W.S. 31-5-101 
through 31-5-1214) and any national fire prevention, building, 
plumbing and electrical codes, and the Wyoming public works 
standard specifications published by the Wyoming public works 
council. 
 

(b)  If any acts, codes or standard specifications are 
adopted by reference, the ordinance shall state whether all of 
an act, code or standard specifications is adopted or describe 
the parts or sections adopted by specific reference to sections. 
 

(c)  It is not necessary for the city or town to publish 
the act, code or standard specifications adopted by reference, 
but the ordinance shall state that a copy of the act, code or 
standard specifications is on file in the office of the clerk of 
the city or town.  The clerk shall keep on file in his office a 
copy thereof for examination. 
 



(d)  If any act, code or standard specifications, or part 
thereof, is adopted by reference, it constitutes an adoption of 
the act, code or standard specifications as then enacted. Any 
subsequent additions or amendments to the code adopted by 
reference are not effective until adopted by ordinance. 
 

15-1-120.  Effect of governmental change on territorial 
limits. 
 
If any city or town changes its form of government, the 
territorial limits and all rights, powers and property under the 
former organization shall remain the same under the new 
organization.  No existing right or liability, or suit or 
prosecution may be affected by a change in the form of 
government unless otherwise provided by law. 
 

15-1-121.  Fire protection agreements authorized; 
limitation; liability. 
 

(a)  Every city, town and county may enter into 
negotiations with each other or with the board of directors of a 
fire district for the purpose of: 
 

(i)  Establishing a mutual aid agreement for fire 
protection; or 
 

(ii)  Executing a contract in which the city, town or 
county agrees unilaterally to provide fire protection for 
another city, town or fire district upon conditions and for 
consideration as may be agreed upon by the contracting parties. 
 

(b)  At no time under any agreement or contract executed 
pursuant to this section shall any city, town, county or fire 
district entirely deplete its fire defenses in providing 
assistance unless specifically authorized to do so by its 
governing body. 
 

(c)  No city or town is liable for damages to persons or 
property resulting from the operation or presence of fire 
fighting equipment outside the corporate limits pursuant to an 
agreement or contract under this section. 
 

(d)  Entry into an agreement or contract pursuant to this 
section does not create a new or reorganized taxing entity as 
provided in W.S. 39-13-104(m). 
 

15-1-122.  Special charters repealed; rights preserved. 



 
All special charters in effect on July 1, 1965 are repealed.  
However, any property right or vested interest that may have 
accrued by virtue of its charter is preserved to the city or 
town. 
 

15-1-123.  Prospective operation; existing transactions 
saved. 
 

(a)  This act applies to transactions entered into and 
events occurring after July 1, 1965, but may not be construed to 
affect any substantive or vested right. 
 

(b)  Transactions validly entered into before July 1, 1965, 
and the rights, duties and interests flowing therefrom remain 
valid thereafter and may be terminated, consummated or enforced 
as required or permitted by any statute or other law repealed by 
this act as though the repeal had not occurred, or at the option 
of the governing body, under this act as if commenced hereunder. 
 

15-1-124.  Employee bonds. 
 
The governing body of any city or town shall require the 
treasurer and may require any other official or employee to post 
bonds for the performance of their duties.  The bonds shall be 
from a surety company licensed to do business in this state, in 
an amount as the governing body determines, payable to the city 
or town, and shall be filed with the city or town clerk.  The 
city or town shall pay the bond costs and any filing costs. 
 

15-1-125.  Presentation and payment of claims; when warrant 
draws interest; exception. 
 

(a)  All claims and demands against any city or town shall 
be presented to the governing body by itemized invoice or other 
document from the vendor with a full account of the quantity and 
total cost for each item or for the services rendered.  No 
payment shall be approved by the governing body unless the claim 
is certified under penalty of perjury by the vendor or by an 
authorized person employed by the city or town receiving the 
items or for whom the services were rendered.  No claim or 
demand may be audited or allowed unless presented and certified 
as provided in this section, and no suit may be instituted 
against a city or town for any claim unless it has been first 
presented to the governing body and a reasonable time given to 
act upon the claim. 
 



(b)  Upon the allowance of any claim or demand by the 
governing body, the treasurer shall issue a check or warrant for 
the correct amount.  The check or warrant shall be signed by the 
mayor and countersigned by the  treasurer or any other person 
the governing body designates to countersign checks or warrants 
in the treasurer's absence.  If there is not sufficient money in 
the treasury to pay the warrant, the treasurer shall endorse on 
the warrant the date and a statement that it has been presented 
for payment but has not been paid for want of funds.  
Thereafter, the warrant shall draw interest at the rate of ten 
percent (10%) per year. 
 

(c)  This section does not apply to claims under W.S. 
1-39-101 through 1-39-119 [§ 1-39-120]. 
 

15-1-126.  Collecting city or town monies; settlement date. 
 
Every officer and employee collecting or receiving monies 
belonging to the city or town shall settle with the treasurer on 
or before the last day of each month, or as directed by the 
governing body, and immediately pay all money into the treasury 
for the benefit of the funds to which the monies belong.  If the 
last day of the month falls on Sunday, or a legal holiday, the 
payment shall be made on the next preceding business day. 
 

15-1-127.  Prohibitions; interest in contracts; exception; 
extra pay; compensation to nonofficers; exception. 
 

(a)  No qualified member of the governing body of any city 
or town or any member of that qualified member's immediate 
family may receive any monetary or other economic benefit from 
any contract to which the city or town or anyone for its benefit 
is a party. The obligation on the part of the city or town is 
void in any contract in which a monetary or other economic 
benefit will be received by a qualified member of the governing 
body or his family who does not comply with subsection (b) of 
this section.  Any money paid on the contract may be recovered 
by the city or town from any persons by an action brought in the 
name of the city or town. 
 

(b)  Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to any 
qualified member of a governing body or any member of that 
qualified member's immediate family who may receive any monetary 
or other economic benefit from any contract made by the 
governing body if the qualified member complies with the 
following: 
 



(i)  The qualified member: 
 

(A)  Shall not participate in the consideration 
or discussion relating to the contract; 
 

(B)  Shall not attempt to influence the other 
members of the governing body in any way relating to the 
contract; 
 

(C)  Shall reveal the nature and extent of any 
monetary or other economic benefit he or any member of his 
immediate family may receive to the other members of the 
governing body prior to consideration of the contract; 
 

(D)  Shall not vote on the matter of granting the 
contract; 
 

(E)  Shall absent himself during the 
consideration, discussion and vote on the contract; and 
 

(F)  Shall not act, directly or indirectly, for 
the governing body in inspection, operation, administration or 
securing performance under the contract in which he or any 
member of his immediate family may receive any monetary or other 
economic benefit. 
 

(c)  The governing body, by ordinance, shall prescribe 
requirements governing conflicts of interest by any employee and 
any member of his immediate family and procedures by which any 
employee and any member of his immediate family may be exempt 
from those requirements. 
 

(d)  No qualified member of the governing body, officer or 
employee may receive any pay or perquisites from the city other 
than his salary for any work coming within the scope of his 
duties as provided by ordinance and the law.  The governing body 
shall not pay or appropriate any money or other valuable thing 
to any person not a qualified member of the governing body, 
officer or employee for the performance of any act, service or 
duty which is within the proper scope of the duties of any 
qualified member of the governing body, officer or employee of 
the city or town, unless specially appropriated and ordered by a 
vote of three-fourths (3/4) of all members elected to the 
governing body. 
 

15-1-128.  Officers and employees; prohibitions; 
gratuities; exceptions; violations; results therefrom. 



 
(a)  No officer or employee of any city or town shall: 

 
(i)  Solicit or receive any pay, commission, money or 

thing of value, or derive any benefit, profit or advantage, 
directly or indirectly, from or by reason of any improvement, 
alteration or repair required by authority of the city or town, 
or any contract to which it is a party, except his lawful 
compensation as an officer or employee and except as otherwise 
provided in W.S. 15-1-127(b) and (c); 
 

(ii)  Solicit, accept or receive, directly or 
indirectly, from any public service corporation, or the owner of 
any public utility or franchise of the city, any pass, frank, 
free ticket, free service or any other favor upon terms more 
favorable than those granted the public generally, except that 
councilmen who are regularly employed by any public service 
corporation or owner of a public utility or franchise may 
receive free service or favor as is given to all other similar 
employees. 
 

(b)  Any officer or employee who violates this section 
shall be subject to removal from his position or other 
disciplinary action after hearing. 
 

15-1-129.  Contracts to house prisoners. 
 
The governing body of any city or town may contract with the 
sheriff of any county in Wyoming to house prisoners charged or 
sentenced for municipal ordinance violations in the county jail. 
 

15-1-130.  Prohibitions; amateur radio antenna regulation. 
 
No city or town shall enact or enforce an ordinance or 
regulation that fails to conform to the limited preemption 
entitled "Amateur Radio Preemption, 101 FCC 2d 952 (1985)" 
issued by the federal communications commission. Ordinances or 
regulations may be adopted by a city or town with respect to 
amateur radio antennas which shall conform to the limited 
federal preemption entitled "Amateur Radio Preemption, 101 FCC 
2d 952 (1985)" which states local regulations that involve 
placement, screening or height of antennas based on health, 
safety or aesthetic considerations shall be crafted to 
reasonably accommodate amateur communications.  No ordinance or 
regulation adopted by a city or town under this section shall 
establish a maximum height for an amateur radio antenna of less 
than seventy (70) feet above ground. 



 
ARTICLE 2 

INCORPORATION 
 

15-1-201.  Territories which may incorporate. 
 

(a)  Any territory, including multiple territories within 
one (1) mile of each other and which are connected to a common 
culinary water system, not included in any incorporated city or 
town and not ineligible for incorporation under the provisions 
of W.S. 15-1-411, having a total resident population of not less 
than two hundred (200) persons and containing within its 
boundaries an area with a density of at least seventy (70) 
persons per square mile, may be incorporated as a town in the 
manner provided in this article.  When territories connected to 
a common culinary water system are incorporated under this act, 
the pipelines connecting the territories shall be included in 
the town limits. 
 

(b)  For purposes of this article: 
 

(i)  "Census" means the census conducted pursuant to 
W.S. 15-1-202(a); 
 

(ii)  "Population" means the population as determined 
by the census conducted pursuant to W.S. 15-1-202(a). 
 

15-1-202.  Survey, map and census; contents; affidavits. 
 

(a)  Any person intending to apply for the incorporation of 
a town shall: 
 

(i)  Have prepared an accurate survey and map of the 
territory intended to be embraced within its limits, which shall 
be made by a land surveyor registered under the laws of Wyoming 
and shall show the courses and distances of the boundaries of 
the territory, the quantity of land embraced and be accompanied 
by the affidavit of the surveyor.  In preparing an accurate 
survey and map of the territory intended to be embraced within 
the town limits, a land surveyor registered under the laws of 
Wyoming may reference or adopt courses and distances of the 
boundaries of the territory from subdivision plats made by a 
land surveyor registered under the laws of Wyoming, platted in 
accordance with the provisions of W.S. 34-12-101 through 
34-12-104; 
 



(ii)  Not more than forty (40) days prior to the time 
of presenting the application to the board of county 
commissioners, cause an accurate census to be taken of the 
resident population of the territory which shall show the name 
of every head of a family residing within the territory on the 
day the census was taken, the number of persons then belonging 
to every family and be accompanied by the affidavit of the 
census taker. 
 

15-1-203.  Survey, map and census; examination; filing; 
notice. 
 
The survey, map and census, when completed and verified, shall 
be left at some convenient place within the territory for not 
less than twenty (20) days for examination by anyone having an 
interest in the application.  A copy of the survey, map and 
census shall be filed in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which the territory is situated.  A notice which sets 
forth the boundaries of the territory, the time of making 
application and the place where the survey, map and census may 
be examined shall be posted in three (3) public places in the 
territory. 
 

15-1-204.  Application; contents. 
 

(a)  The application for incorporation shall be by petition 
subscribed by the applicant and not less than a majority of the 
electors residing within the territory proposed to be 
incorporated.  The petition shall: 
 

(i)  Set forth the boundaries and quantity of land 
according to the survey, the resident population according to 
the census and the name proposed for the city or town; 
 

(ii)  Have attached thereto the affidavits of not less 
than three (3) of the electors verifying the facts alleged; 
 

(iii)  Be presented to the board of county 
commissioners of the county in which the territory is located at 
the time stated in the notice of application, or as soon as 
possible thereafter; 
 

(iv)  Be accompanied by a copy of the notice required 
to be posted and by an affidavit showing compliance with the 
posting requirements. 
 



15-1-205.  Application; hearing; appointment of election 
inspectors; duties thereof; style of ballots. 
 

(a)  The board of county commissioners shall hear all 
parties interested in the application who appear and ask to be 
heard.  If the board, after hearing, is satisfied that all the 
requirements of this article have been complied with and that 
the territory contains the required population, it shall make an 
order appointing three (3) inspectors. 
 

(b)  The inspectors shall: 
 

(i)  Call an election of all qualified electors 
residing within the territory to be held at some convenient 
place within its limits.  The board of county commissioners 
shall determine the election date, which may be a date 
authorized under W.S. 22-21-103 or another date which is not 
less than thirty (30) days after the entry of the order under 
subsection (a) of this section; 
 

(ii)  Provide for a notice of the election which 
shall: 
 

(A)  Be published at least once a week for three 
(3) consecutive weeks in some newspaper published within the 
territory, and posted in five (5) places within the territory, 
with the posting and publication occurring not less than three 
(3) weeks prior to the election; 
 

(B)  If there is no newspaper published within 
the territory, be posted not less than three (3) weeks prior to 
the election in eight (8) public places therein; 
 

(C)  Specify the place and time of the election; 
and 
 

(D)  Contain a description of the limits of the 
proposed city or town. 
 

(iii)  Act as judges and clerks of the election and 
shall qualify as required by law for judges and clerks at city 
and town elections; 
 

(iv)  Report the result of the ballot to the board of 
county commissioners by filing it with the county clerk. 
 



(c)  The ballots used at the election shall state "for 
incorporation" or "against incorporation". 
 

15-1-206.  Notice of election results; filing thereof; 
completion date. 
 

(a)  If a majority of the ballots cast at the election are 
in favor of incorporation, the county clerk, immediately after 
the report has been filed in his office, shall publish the 
result in a newspaper published within the county, or if there 
is none, the clerk shall post the result in five (5) public 
places within the limits of the proposed city or town. A copy of 
the notice with proof of its publication or posting shall be 
filed in the office of the county clerk with the other documents 
relating to the incorporation. 
 

(b)  The incorporation is complete when all requirements 
have been complied with and officers for the city or town have 
been elected and qualified. 
 

15-1-207.  Procedure where territory to be incorporated 
lies within two or more counties. 
 

(a)  If the territory to be incorporated lies within two 
(2) or more counties, the residents thereof may incorporate by 
following the procedure specified in this article, except that 
applications, notices, petitions, records and certificates shall 
be made to or by all counties within whose boundaries the 
territory to be incorporated lies. 
 

(b)  If the territory to be incorporated lies within two 
(2) or more counties, the board of county commissioners of each 
county shall appoint one (1) or more of the election inspectors, 
or the boards of county commissioners meeting together shall 
appoint the election inspectors. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
PUBLIC LANDS 

 
15-1-301.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 

 
15-1-302.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 

 
15-1-303.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 

 
15-1-304.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 

 



15-1-305.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-306.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-307.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-308.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-309.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-310.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-311.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

15-1-312.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
ANNEXATION; DETERMINATION OF BOUNDARIES; 

ADDITION AND EXCLUSION OF LAND 
 

15-1-401.  Definitions. 
 

(a)  As used in this article: 
 

(i)  "Business day" means any day other than Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday as established by the annexing 
municipality; 
 

(ii)  "Landowner" means the owner of real property in 
the territory proposed to be annexed who in the last calendar 
year was liable for a property tax thereon or was exempt by law 
from the payment of taxes on the property. Anyone having a right 
to purchase land under a written contract is the owner of that 
land for annexation purposes. For purposes of W.S. 15-1-402, 
15-1-404 and 15-1-405 "landowner" shall include persons owning 
property which, as a result of the proposed annexation would 
then be brought within one-half (1/2) mile of the corporate 
limits of a city which has exercised the authority granted under 
W.S. 15-3-202(b)(ii); 
 

(iii)  "Petition" means a legibly written document. 
 

15-1-402.  Annexing territories; findings required; when 
contiguity not deemed affected; annexation report. 
 



(a)  Before any territory is eligible for annexation, the 
governing body of any city or town at a hearing as provided in 
W.S. 15-1-405 shall find that: 
 

(i)  An annexation of the area is for the protection 
of the health, safety and welfare of the persons residing in the 
area and in the city or town; 
 

(ii)  The urban development of the area sought to be 
annexed would constitute a natural, geographical, economical and 
social part of the annexing city or town; 
 

(iii)  The area sought to be annexed is a logical and 
feasible addition to the annexing city or town and the extension 
of basic and other services customarily available to residents 
of the city or town shall, within reason, be available to the 
area proposed to be annexed; 
 

(iv)  The area sought to be annexed is contiguous with 
or adjacent to the annexing city or town, or the area meets the 
requirements of W.S. 15-1-407; 
 

(v)  If the city or town does not own or operate its 
own electric utility, its governing body is prepared to issue 
one (1) or more franchises as necessary to serve the annexed 
area pursuant to W.S. 15-1-410; and 
 

(vi)  The annexing city or town, not less than twenty 
(20) business days prior to the public hearing required by W.S. 
15-1-405(a), has sent by certified mail to all landowners and 
affected public utilities within the territory a summary of the 
proposed annexation report as required under subsection (c) of 
this section and notice of the time, date and location of the 
public hearing required by W.S. 15-1-405(a). 
 

(b)  Contiguity will not be adversely affected by the 
existence of a platted street or alley, a public or private 
right-of-way, a public or private transportation right-of-way, a 
lake, stream, reservoir or other natural or artificial waterway 
located between the annexing city or town and the land sought to 
be annexed. 
 

(c)  An annexing municipality shall prepare a proposed 
annexation report as specified in this subsection. The report 
shall, at a minimum, contain: 
 



(i)  A map of the area proposed to be annexed showing 
identifiable landmarks and boundaries and the area which will, 
as a result of the annexation then be brought within one-half 
(1/2) mile of the new corporate limits of the city, if it has 
exercised the authority granted under W.S. 15-3-202(b)(ii); 
 

(ii)  The total estimated cost of infrastructure 
improvements required of all landowners by the annexing 
municipality related to the annexation; 
 

(iii)  A list of basic and other services customarily 
available to residents of the city or town and a timetable when 
those services will reasonably be available to the area proposed 
to be annexed; 
 

(iv)  A projected annual fee or service cost for 
services described in paragraph (iii) of this subsection; 
 

(v)  The current and projected property tax mill 
levies imposed by the municipality; and 
 

(vi)  The cost of infrastructure improvements required 
within the existing boundaries of the municipality to 
accommodate the proposed annexation. 
 

(d)  For annexations initiated under W.S. 15-1-403, the 
city or town may collect the cost of preparing the proposed 
annexation report from the petitioning landowners. 
 

(e)  Before any territory is eligible for annexation the 
governing body shall prepare for each landowner and affected 
public utility so requesting in writing, the estimated cost of 
infrastructure improvements required of the landowner and 
affected public utility related to the annexation. The request 
shall be made to the clerk of the annexing municipality not less 
than ten (10) days prior to the public hearing required by W.S. 
15-1-405(a).  The estimate shall be provided to the landowner 
and affected public utility prior to the hearing. 
 

15-1-403.  Annexing territories; initiation of proceedings; 
by landowners' petition; validity of signatures; determinations. 
 

(a)  The proceedings for annexation of eligible territory 
may be initiated by a written petition filed with the clerk of 
the city or town to which annexation of the territory is 
proposed, after compliance with the following conditions and 
procedures: 



 
(i)  The petition is signed and dated by a majority of 

the landowners owning a majority of the area sought to be 
annexed, excluding public streets and alleys and tax exempt 
property; 
 

(ii)  The petition contains the following detailed 
information: 
 

(A)  A legal description of the area sought to be 
annexed; 
 

(B)  A request that the described territory be 
annexed; 
 

(C)  A statement that each signer is an owner of 
land and a description of his land within the area proposed to 
be annexed; and 
 

(D)  A map of the area. 
 

(b)  No signature on the petition is valid if it is dated 
more than one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the date of 
filing the petition with the clerk.  No person signing a 
petition for annexation may withdraw his signature from the 
petition after it has been filed with the clerk. 
 

(c)  The clerk shall within ten (10) days from the date the 
petition is filed, determine if the petition substantially 
complies with this article. 
 

(d)  If the petition complies, the clerk shall certify 
compliance, and the procedure outlined in W.S. 15-1-402, 
15-1-405 and 15-1-406 shall then be followed.  If it does not 
comply the petitioner shall be notified that no further action 
will be taken on the petition until compliance is made. 
 

15-1-404.  Annexing territories; initiation of proceedings; 
by governing bodies; determination. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town may initiate 
proceedings to annex territory by the following procedure: 
 

(i)  Reasonable evidence shall be procured by the 
governing body indicating that a specific area meets the 
conditions and limitations of W.S. 15-1-402; 
 



(ii)  The governing body shall: 
 

(A)  Cause to be prepared a legal description, a 
listing of the current mailing address of each landowner as 
shown in the records of the county assessor and a map showing 
identifiable landmarks and boundaries of the area considered for 
annexation and the area which will, as a result of the 
annexation then be brought within one-half (1/2) mile of the new 
corporate limits of the city, if it has exercised the authority 
granted under W.S. 15-3-202(b)(ii); 
 

(B)  Determine if the area considered for 
annexation complies with W.S. 15-1-402; 
 

(C)  Prepare a proposed annexation report as 
required by W.S. 15-1-402(c); 
 

(D)  Prepare for each landowner or public utility 
so requesting in writing, the foreseeable changes to zoning, 
animal control and other health and safety requirements 
requiring immediate compliance by the landowner or public 
utility at the time of annexation. The request shall be made to 
the clerk of the annexing municipality not less than ten (10) 
days prior to the public hearing required under W.S. 
15-1-405(a). The foreseeable changes shall be provided to the 
landowner or public utility prior to the hearing. 
 

(b)  If the area complies with W.S. 15-1-402, the governing 
body shall adopt a resolution certifying compliance, and the 
procedure outlined in W.S. 15-1-405 and 15-1-406 shall then be 
followed.  If the area does not comply, no further action shall 
be taken on the proposed annexation. 
 

15-1-405.  Annexing territories; public hearing required; 
notice thereof. 
 

(a)  In any annexation proceeding the governing body shall 
establish a date, time and place for a public hearing to 
determine if the proposed annexation complies with W.S. 
15-1-402.  The hearing shall be held not less than  thirty (30) 
days nor more than one hundred eighty (180) days after the 
petition has been certified to be complete. 
 

(b)  The clerk shall give notice of the public hearing by 
publishing a notice at least twice in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the territory sought to be annexed.  The first 
notice shall be given at least fifteen (15) business days prior 



to the date of the public hearing.  The notice shall contain a 
location map which includes identifiable landmarks and 
boundaries of the area sought to be annexed and the area which 
will, as a result of the annexation then be brought within one-
half (1/2) mile of the new corporate limits of the city, if it 
has exercised the authority granted under W.S. 15-3-202(b)(ii). 
The notice shall include a summary of the proposed annexation 
report prepared pursuant to W.S. 15-1-402(c). Upon written 
request to the clerk of the annexing municipality, the clerk 
shall provide a legal description of the area and the names of 
the persons owning property within the area. 
 

15-1-406.  Annexing territories; annexation ordinance; 
objections; exception; prohibition. 
 

(a)  If after the hearing the governing body finds that the 
conditions required by W.S. 15-1-402 exist and that the required 
procedures have been met, it shall by ordinance annex the 
territory.  Upon completion of annexation procedures, the clerk 
of the annexing municipality shall file with the county clerk a 
map of the area to be annexed and a copy of the ordinance 
approved by the governing body of the annexing municipality. 
 

(b)  If more than fifty percent (50%) of the landowners, or 
if a landowner or landowners owning more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the area to be annexed file written objections with the 
clerk of the annexing municipality within twenty (20) business 
days after the hearing under W.S. 15-1-405(a) no further action 
under W.S. 15-1-404 may be taken on any area within the proposed 
annexation within two (2) years. 
 

(c)  If seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the perimeter 
of the area to be annexed is contiguous to the corporate limits 
of the annexing city or town, the provisions of subsection (b) 
of this section do not apply. 
 

(d)  No annexation under W.S. 15-1-404 shall create an area 
which is situated entirely within the boundaries of the city or 
town but is not annexed. 
 

15-1-407.  Annexing territories; when notice and public 
hearing not necessary; statement required. 
 
If the city is the sole owner of any territory whether or not 
contiguous that it desires to annex, the governing body, by 
ordinance, may annex the territory to the city or town without 
notice or public hearing as provided in W.S. 15-1-405 and 



without preparing the annexation report or providing the 
estimates required by W.S. 15-1-402(c) and (e) and 
15-1-404(a)(ii)(C) and (D).  All ordinances annexing territory 
without notice and public hearing shall contain a statement that 
the territory is solely owned by the petitioning city or town. 
 

15-1-408.  Annexing territories; effective dates. 
 
The annexation of any territory is effective upon publication of 
the ordinance, unless another date is specified in the 
ordinance. The effective date of the annexation ordinance shall 
not be less than twenty (20) business days after the public 
hearing required by W.S. 15-1-405(a). For purposes of real and 
personal property taxation, the annexation is not effective 
until January 1 next following the effective date of the 
ordinance.  If an appeal is filed and perfected by a person 
other than a utility, the effective date is January 1 next 
following the court's final decision of the matter. If an appeal 
of the franchise decision is filed and perfected by a utility, 
the annexation is effective upon the publication of the 
ordinance unless another date is specified in the ordinance, but 
the appealing utility shall be permitted to continue its present 
service in the annexed area until the court's final decision of 
the matter. 
 

15-1-409.  Annexing territories; appeal; determination; 
time for review; exclusiveness of appeal remedy. 
 

(a)  If any landowner in the territory proposed to be 
annexed or any owner of real property in the annexing city or 
town, or utility is aggrieved by the acts of the governing body, 
he may appeal to the district court for a review of the acts or 
findings thereof. 
 

(b)  If the court determines that the action taken was 
capricious or arbitrary, or if it appears from the evidence that 
the landowner's right in his property is being unwarrantedly 
invaded or that the governing body abused its discretion, the 
court shall declare the annexing ordinance void.  If the court 
determines the action of the governing body was proper and 
valid, it shall sustain the ordinance. 
 

(c)  All proceedings to review the findings and the 
decisions of the governing body or actions to determine the 
validity of the annexation ordinance pursuant to the Uniform 
Declaratory Judgments Act shall be brought within sixty (60) 



days of the effective date of the annexation ordinance, and if 
not brought within that time are forever barred. 
 

15-1-410.  Annexing territories; extension of laws and 
rights; extension of public utility service. 
 

(a)  The territory and inhabitants of any annexed area are 
subject to all the laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of 
the city or town to which they are annexed and are entitled to 
all the rights, privileges and franchises or other services 
afforded the inhabitants thereof. The services shall be provided 
in accordance with the timetable provided pursuant to W.S. 
15-1-402(c)(iii).  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no law, ordinance, rule or regulation of a municipality annexing 
property under W.S. 15-1-404 shall restrict the continuous use 
of the property by a current or subsequent owner of an interest 
in the property, if the use was existing at any time within the 
year prior to the date of annexation and was lawful at the time 
the property was annexed.  For purposes of this subsection, a 
use which has been discontinued for any one (1) year period 
after the date of annexation shall not be considered continuous 
and shall not thereafter be reestablished unless in conformance 
with current law, ordinance, rule or regulation. 
 

(b)  The governing body of the annexing municipality shall, 
within thirty (30) days after the date of the annexation, give 
written notice of the annexation to all public electric 
utilities presently providing service within the annexed area 
and, except in the case of an annexing municipality which owns 
or operates its own electric utility, any area adjacent to the 
annexed area.  Except in the case of an annexing municipality 
which owns or operates its own electric utility, any of those 
public utilities required to be notified may, within sixty (60) 
days after the date of annexation, petition the governing body 
of the annexing city or town for a franchise to serve additional 
portions within the annexed area or the entire annexed area. 
Except in the case of a municipality which owns or operates its 
own electric utility, any petitioning utility which does not 
currently hold a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for the annexed area shall petition the public service 
commission for a certificate to include the annexed area, and if 
two (2) or more public electric utilities have been granted or 
are seeking a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
serve the annexed area, the public service commission shall 
determine, following a hearing, which utility or utilities 
should be certificated in the public interest to provide service 
to the annexed area.  No recipient of a certificate of public 



convenience and necessity shall serve any portion of the annexed 
area without the consent of the governing body of the annexing 
city or town and provided that the entire annexed area is served 
under one (1) or more certificates of public convenience and 
necessity. 
 

(c)  Except in the case of an annexing municipality which 
owns or operates its own electric utility, the governing body of 
the annexing municipality shall hold an appropriate public 
hearing and, upon determining that one (1) or more petitioning 
public utilities can meet the terms and conditions of a 
franchise, issue franchises to one (1) or more utilities to 
serve portions of or the entire annexed area. 
 

(d)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nothing 
contained in this section shall limit the right of a 
municipality which owns or operates its own electric utility to 
extend its electric service into any area annexed by the 
municipality, and nothing contained in this section shall 
subject any such municipality to the jurisdiction of the public 
service commission. 
 

15-1-411.  Incorporation of territory within potential 
urban area. 
 
All territory within one (1) mile of an incorporated city or 
town, as it now exists or may hereafter be established, is 
potentially an urban area. No territory within a potential urban 
area may be incorporated as a city or town unless the governing 
body of the city or town causing the potential urbanized area to 
exist, by resolution, approves the proposed incorporation. 
 

15-1-412.  When written consent of landowners required for 
annexation; exception. 
 
No tract of land or any part thereof, whether consisting of one 
(1) parcel or two (2) or more contiguous parcels owned by one 
(1) landowner or owned jointly by two (2) or more landowners as 
cotenants, which comprises forty (40) acres or more and which 
together with the buildings or improvements situated thereon has 
an assessed valuation in excess of forty thousand dollars 
($40,000.00) as of the current assessment for property tax 
purposes, may be annexed without the written consent of the 
landowner or landowners, unless the tract of land is situated 
entirely within the boundaries of the annexing city or town. 
 



15-1-413.  Survey of boundaries; when and how to be made; 
presumption once recorded. 
 

(a)  If the boundaries of any city or town are uncertain or 
incapable of ascertainment and upon the change in boundaries of 
any city or town pursuant to any annexation under this chapter, 
the governing body, by ordinance, shall provide for a survey 
thereof.  When the survey is made, the boundaries shall be 
marked by substantial monuments, and the person making the 
survey shall report to the governing body describing the 
boundaries by metes and bounds.  The description as nearly as 
possible shall refer, if upon surveyed lands, to the corners or 
lines of the United States surveys.  The person making the 
survey shall also file with the city or town clerk the field 
notes of his survey.  The city or town clerk shall then file a 
copy of the report and a copy of the field notes certified by 
the mayor and clerk with the county clerk for the county in 
which the city or town is located. 
 

(b)  Any survey made and recorded as provided in subsection 
(a) of this section is presumptive of the boundaries of the city 
or town, and any copy thereof certified by the county clerk 
shall be received in evidence in any court of this state. 
 

(c)  The city or town clerk shall file a copy of an 
official map or legal description designating the geographical 
boundaries of the city or town or the changes to its 
geographical boundaries with the department of revenue, the 
county assessor and the county clerk in the county or counties 
within which the city or town is located in accordance with the 
department's rules adopted pursuant to W.S. 39-11-102(c)(xxiv) 
regarding tax districts, with any special district affected by 
the boundary change and as follows: 
 

(i)  Within ten (10) days after the effective date of 
formation; and 
 

(ii)  Within thirty (30) days if a city or town has 
changes to its geographical boundaries by annexation or de-
annexation. 
 

15-1-414.  Survey of boundaries; oath required; filing 
thereof. 
 

(a)  Any person making the survey who is not an officer of 
the city or town, before entering upon the work, shall subscribe 
an oath to: 



 
(i)  Faithfully, diligently and to the best of his 

ability make the survey; 
 

(ii)  Make field notes and report accurately the 
results of the survey and the description of the boundaries. 
 

(b)  The oath shall be filed with the city or town clerk 
and a copy thereof shall be attached to the certificate filed 
with the county clerk. 
 

15-1-415.  Additions to cities or towns by subdividing 
landowners; plat requirements; filing and effect thereof; 
controlling layout of streets. 
 

(a)  The owner of any land within or contiguous to any city 
or town may subdivide the land into lots, blocks, streets, 
avenues and alleys and other grounds under the name of .... 
addition to the city (town) of .... An accurate map or plat 
shall be made designating the subdivided land and particularly 
describing the lots, blocks, streets, avenues and alleys and 
other grounds of the addition. The lots must be designated by 
numbers, and the streets, avenues and other grounds by name or 
numbers. 
 

(b)  The plat shall: 
 

(i)  Be acknowledged before some officer authorized to 
acknowledge deeds; 
 

(ii)  Have appended a survey made by a land surveyor 
registered under the laws of this state with a certificate that 
he has accurately surveyed the addition, and that the parts 
thereof are accurately staked off and marked with an appropriate 
metal monument including magnetic iron, inscribed at least with 
the registration number of the land surveyor to provide source 
identification, at all lot corners and survey control points of 
the addition. 
 

(c)  When the map or plat is made out, acknowledged, 
certified and approved by the governing body, it shall be filed 
and recorded in the office of the county clerk. When filed it is 
equivalent to a deed in fee simple to the city or town from the 
owner, of all streets, avenues, alleys, public squares, parks 
and commons and of that portion of the land set apart for public 
and city use, or dedicated to charitable, religious or 
educational purposes. All additions thus laid out are a part of 



the city or town for all purposes, and the inhabitants of the 
addition are entitled to all the rights and privileges and 
subject to all the laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of 
the city or town. 
 

(d)  The governing body, by ordinance, may compel the owner 
of any addition to lay out streets, avenues and alleys to 
correspond in width and direction and be continuations of the 
streets, ways and alleys in the city or town or other additions 
thereto. No addition is valid unless the terms and conditions of 
the ordinance are complied with and the plat submitted and 
approved by the governing body. 
 

15-1-416.  Landowner petition to exclude tract from city or 
town; disposition thereof; exclusion of land for highway 
purposes. 
 

(a)  Repealed By Laws 1997, ch. 158, § 3. 
 

(b)  Repealed By Laws 1997, ch. 158, § 3. 
 

(c)  The governing body may exclude from any city or town 
land sufficient for the construction of state highways. Notice 
of the intended action and the time and place of public hearing 
for objections shall be published once each week for four (4) 
consecutive weeks prior to the hearing in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the city or town. No action may be taken by 
the governing body to exclude land for highway purposes over the 
objection of any owner of property to be excluded. 
 

15-1-417.  Annexing contiguous cities or towns; procedure. 
 

(a)  When any city or town desires to be annexed to another 
contiguous city or town, their governing bodies shall meet to 
determine the terms and conditions on which the proposed 
annexation might be made. If the governing body of each city or 
town approves of the terms and conditions proposed, the 
governing body of the city or town to be annexed shall circulate 
a written petition requesting annexation subject to the terms 
and conditions set forth in W.S. 15-1-403 among the city's or 
town's qualified registered electors. Once the petition is 
signed by at least a majority of the qualified registered 
electors residing in the city or town, as determined by the 
records of the county clerk, it shall be filed with the clerk of 
the annexing city or town. 
 



(b)  No signature on the petition is valid if it is dated 
more than one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the date of 
filing the petition for annexation with the clerk. No person 
signing a petition for annexation may withdraw his signature 
from the petition after it has been filed with the clerk. 
 

(c)  The clerk shall refer the petition to the governing 
body which shall then, without undue delay, take appropriate 
steps to comply with W.S. 15-1-402, 15-1-404 and 15-1-405 and 
determine if the petition is in compliance with subsection (a) 
of this section. 
 

(d)  If the petition is not in minimum compliance, the 
governing body of the city or town desiring to be annexed shall 
be notified that no further action will be taken on the petition 
until compliance is made. 
 

(e)  As an alternative to the circulation of the petition 
as provided by subsection (a) of this section the town to be 
annexed may hold a special election on the question in 
accordance with W.S. 22-23-801 through 22-23-809. 
 

15-1-418.  Annexing contiguous cities or towns; annexation 
ordinance; filing. 
 

(a)  If after the hearing, the governing body of the 
annexing city or town finds that the conditions and procedures 
required by W.S. 15-1-402, 15-1-404 and 15-1-405 have been met 
and the terms and conditions in the written petition exist, it 
may by ordinance annex the city or town. 
 

(b)  A certified copy of the annexation ordinance including 
a legal description of the area and the map prepared pursuant to 
W.S. 15-1-402(c)(i) and in accordance with W.S. 33-29-801 shall 
be filed with the county clerk of the county in which the action 
has taken place. 
 

15-1-419.  Annexing contiguous cities or towns; effective 
dates; appeals. 
 

(a)  The annexation of any city or town is effective upon 
the publication date of the annexing city or town's annexation 
ordinance, unless a different date is specified in the 
ordinance.  Thereafter the city or town to which the annexation 
is made shall pass ordinances, not inconsistent with law, as 
will carry into effect the terms and conditions of the 
annexation.  For purposes of taxation, the annexation does not 



become effective until January 1 next following the effective 
date of the ordinance, unless an appeal is filed and perfected, 
in which case the effective date is January 1 next following the 
court's final decision. 
 

(b)  Appeals to the district court and limitations thereon 
are governed by W.S. 15-1-409 except that any registered and 
qualified elector as of the date of adoption of the ordinance 
shall also be able to appeal to the district court. 
 

15-1-420.  Annexing contiguous cities or towns; how 
governed; extension of laws, rights and utilities; dissolution 
of annexed city or town; disposition of assets and liabilities. 
 

(a)  After the effective date of annexation, the city or 
town annexed shall be governed as part of the city or town to 
which it is annexed.  The territory and inhabitants of the city 
or town annexed are subject to all the laws, ordinances, rules 
and regulations of the city or town to which annexed and are 
entitled to all the rights, privileges and franchise services 
afforded the inhabitants thereof including fire protection, 
sanitary facilities and utility service.  If the inhabitants of 
the annexing city or town are furnished any utility service by 
the annexing city or town or under franchise, the annexed area 
may receive the same service. 
 

(b)  The annexed city's or town's municipal corporate 
assets including money, real and personal property, and rights, 
titles and interests of any nature, upon the effective date of 
annexation, without further conveyance, are the assets of the 
annexing city or town.  The annexed city or town, without 
further action, shall be dissolved and the annexation ordinance 
shall so provide.  The annexing city or town shall make 
provision for meeting all liabilities of the annexed city or 
town through assumption or by other lawful means.  No such 
assumption or other action taken under this act shall materially 
impair existing obligations of contract of either the annexing 
or annexed city or town.  Liabilities to be assumed by the 
annexing city or town shall include all revenue bonds and other 
special obligations which by their terms are not payable from ad 
valorem taxes.  The revenue bonds and special obligations shall 
not become general obligations of the annexing city or town. 
 

(c)  The annexing city or town in the annexation ordinance 
shall allocate equitably the debts of the annexed and annexing 
city or town.  The equitable allocation shall be according to 



benefits received by the annexed and annexing city or town from 
additional assets being brought into the combined city or town. 
 

(d)  Any such bonded indebtedness may be refunded by the 
annexing city or town under the laws of Wyoming existing at the 
time of this refunding. 
 

15-1-421.  Municipal de-annexation. 
 

(a)  Any landowner within a city or town may petition the 
governing body of the city or town to have his land or a portion 
of it de-annexed and the boundaries of the city or town redrawn 
so their land is outside the city or town boundaries. The 
landowner shall file the petition with the clerk of the affected 
city or town and shall also provide a copy of the petition to 
the county commissioners of the affected county.  The county 
commissioners shall, within sixty (60) days, prepare a report on 
the impact of the de-annexation.  The affected city or town may 
not take any action on the petition for de-annexation until 
after the sixty (60) day period. The commissioners may establish 
rules and regulations for the area to be de-annexed which are 
consistent with county land use plans and zoning ordinances. 
 

(b)  The petitioner shall be responsible for publishing a 
public notice of the petition in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the affected municipality no more than ten (10) 
days after filing the petition with the municipal clerk.  The 
notice shall also include a map showing identifiable landmarks 
and boundaries. 
 

(c)  The governing body of the city or town may by 
ordinance provide for this de-annexation and redrawing of 
boundaries provided that: 
 

(i)  The owners of all the land to be de-annexed 
either sign the petition for de-annexation or consent to the 
de-annexation within one hundred twenty (120) days after the 
final passage of the de-annexation ordinance and before its 
effective date.  The passage of the ordinance shall serve as the 
consent of the city or town for any land owned by the city or 
town within the area to be de-annexed; 
 

(ii)  The ordinance is adopted within one hundred 
twenty (120) days after the receipt of the de-annexation 
petition and within one hundred eighty (180) days after the 
landowner's signature of the petition, unless a further consent 



of all the landowners is obtained before the effective date of 
the ordinance; and 
 

(iii)  If the de-annexation causes land within the 
city or town boundaries to no longer be contiguous with the rest 
of the city or town, the de-annexation ordinance may be adopted 
only with the consent of all the owners of the land to be 
isolated by the de-annexation. 
 

(d)  If the city or town owns any rights-of-way, easements, 
streets or other property or improvements within the area to be 
de-annexed it may: 
 

(i)  Vacate or abandon them; 
 

(ii)  Transfer them to the county government with the 
consent of the county commissioners; 
 

(iii)  Agree to transfer them to another city or town 
upon completion of the annexation of all or part of the 
de-annexed land to that other city or town; 
 

(iv)  Retain ownership of them. 
 

(e)  No de-annexation shall create an area which is 
situated entirely within the municipality but is not a part of 
the municipality. 
 

(f)  The landowner petitioning to have land de-annexed and 
his successors and assigns shall remain liable for any 
assessments incurred or levied while the land was within the 
city or town boundaries and for all mill levies necessary to 
repay any indebtedness that was outstanding at any time the 
property was within the city or town boundaries.  Neither the 
de-annexation nor subsequent annexation to or incorporation as 
another city shall increase or decrease these liabilities. 
 

15-1-422.  Prohibited acts. 
 
The granting of an exception to the area wide waste treatment 
management plan by any city or town to any person may not be 
conditioned upon any agreement by that person to annexation 
under this article. 
 

15-1-423.  Municipal growth management agreements. 
 



(a)  Following a public hearing which may be held jointly 
between the affected cities or towns, any city or town may 
mutually agree with one (1) or more cities or towns defining the 
future geographical growth and expansion areas for each 
respective city or town.  Any agreement under this section shall 
be reduced to writing and approved by the governing body of each 
city or town which is a party to the agreement.  No agreement 
under this section shall be amended, terminated or voided by any 
party thereto after its execution except by the mutual written 
agreement of the parties to the agreement. 
 

(b)  Any agreement entered into by and between any cities 
or towns under this section shall provide that the parties to 
the agreement shall not annex real property located in any other 
party's defined growth and expansion area unless the nonannexing 
city or town's governing body consents, in writing, to any such 
annexation. 
 

(c)  Any agreement entered into by and between any cities 
or towns defining their respective future geographical growth 
and expansion areas prior to July 1, 2007 is hereby ratified and 
approved and may only be amended, terminated or voided by the 
mutual written agreement of the governing bodies of the parties 
thereto. 
 

(d)  Nothing in this section shall supercede other 
requirements for annexation under this article. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
PLANNING 

 
15-1-501.  Definitions. 

 
(a)  For the purposes of this article: 

 
(i)  "Commission" means the planning commission 

authorized by W.S. 15-1-502; 
 

(ii)  "Street" includes streets, highways, avenues, 
boulevards, parkways, roads, lanes, walks, alleys, viaducts, 
subways, tunnels, bridges, public easements and rights-of-way 
and other ways; 
 

(iii)  "Subdivision" means the division of a tract or 
parcel of land into three (3) or more parts for immediate or 
future sale or building development. 
 



15-1-502.  Commission authorized; organization and 
procedure; compensation; staff; consultants; expenditures. 
 
Each city and town may have a planning commission. The number 
and terms of the members and any other details relating to its 
organization and procedure shall be determined by the governing 
body. The members shall be appointed by the mayor with the 
consent of the governing body and shall serve without 
compensation, except for reasonable expenses. The commission may 
appoint employees and staff necessary for its work and may 
contract with city planners and other consultants, including any 
appropriate agencies or departments of the state of Wyoming, for 
any service it requires. Commission expenditures shall not 
exceed the amount of funds appropriated by the governing body or 
obtained through gifts or otherwise. 
 

15-1-503.  Master plan; adoption; concurrent action; 
contents; amendment. 
 

(a)  The commission, after holding public hearings, shall 
adopt and certify to the governing body a master plan for the 
physical development of the municipality. If the plan involves 
territory outside the city or town, action shall be taken with 
the concurrence of the board of county commissioners or county 
planning commission, or other municipal legislative body 
concerned.  The master plan, with the accompanying maps, plats, 
charts and descriptive and explanatory matter shall show the: 
 

(i)  Commission's recommendations for the development 
and may include the general location, character and extent of 
streets, bridges, viaducts, parks, waterways and waterfront 
developments, playgrounds, airports and other public ways, 
grounds, places and spaces; 
 

(ii)  General location of public buildings and other 
public property; 
 

(iii)  General location and extent of public utilities 
and terminals, whether publicly or privately owned, for water, 
light, power, heat, sanitation, transportation, communication 
and other purposes; 
 

(iv)  Acceptance, widening, removal, extension, 
relocation, narrowing, vacation, abandonment, or change of use 
of any public ways, grounds, places, spaces, buildings, 
properties, utilities or terminals; 
 



(v)  Zoning plan for the regulation of the height, 
area, bulk, location and use of private and public structures 
and premises, and of population density; 
 

(vi)  General location, character, layout and extent 
of community centers and neighborhood units; and 
 

(vii)  General character, extent and layout of the 
replanning of blighted districts and slum areas. 
 

(b)  The commission may amend, extend or add to the plan or 
carry any part or subject matter into greater detail. 
 

15-1-504.  Master plan; preparatory surveys and studies; 
general purpose. 
 
In preparing the master plan, the commission shall make careful 
and comprehensive surveys and studies of the existing conditions 
and probable future growth of the municipality and its environs.  
The plan shall be made for the general purpose of guiding and 
accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development 
of the municipality which will best promote the general welfare 
as well as efficiency and economy in the process of development. 
 

15-1-505.  Master plan; manner of adopting generally; 
certification thereof. 
 
The commission may adopt the master plan in parts as the plan 
progresses or as a whole.  Any part of the plan shall correspond 
generally with one (1) or more of the functional subdivisions of 
the subject matter thereof.  The adoption of the plan or any 
part, amendment or addition shall be by resolution carried by 
the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the 
commission.  The resolution shall refer expressly to the maps, 
descriptive matter and other matters intended by the commission 
to form the whole or part of the plan.  The action taken shall 
be recorded on the adopted plan or part thereof over the 
signature of the secretary of the commission.  A copy of the 
plan or part thereof shall be certified to the governing body. 
 

15-1-506.  Master plan; construction to conform, be 
approved; overruling disapproval; time limitation. 
 

(a)  If the governing body has adopted the master plan or 
any part thereof, no street, park or other public way, ground, 
place or space, public building or structure or public utility, 
whether publicly or privately owned, may be constructed until 



its location and extent conform to the plan and have been 
approved by the commission.  If disapproved, the commission 
shall communicate its reasons to the governing body which by a 
vote of not less than a majority of its membership may overrule 
the disapproval.  If overruled, the governing body or the 
appropriate board or officer may proceed.  However, if the 
public way, ground, place, space, building, structure or utility 
is one which the governing body, or other body or official of 
the municipality may not authorize or finance, then the 
submission to the commission shall be by the board or official 
having that jurisdiction, and the commission's disapproval may 
be overruled by that board by a majority vote or by that 
official.  The acceptance, widening, removal, extension, 
relocating, narrowing, vacation, abandonment, change of use, 
acquisition of land for, or sale or lease of any street or other 
public way, ground, place, property or structure may be 
similarly overruled. 
 

(b)  If the commission fails to act within thirty (30) days 
after the proposal has been submitted to it, the proposal is 
deemed approved, unless a longer period is granted by the 
governing body or other submitting body, board or official. 
 

15-1-507.  General powers of commission. 
 

(a)  The commission has all powers necessary to perform its 
functions and promote municipal planning and may: 
 

(i)  Make reports and recommendations relating to the 
plan and development of the municipality to public officials and 
agencies, other organizations and citizens; 
 

(ii)  Recommend to the executive or legislative 
officials programs for public improvement and their financing. 
 

15-1-508.  Major street plan; official map; contents; 
procedure; effect; recording ordinance. 
 

(a)  After the commission has adopted a major street plan, 
the governing body may establish an official map of the whole or 
any part of the existing public streets. The map may also show 
the location of the lines of streets on plats of subdivisions 
which the commission has approved. The governing body may make 
other additions to or modifications of the official map by 
extending the lines of proposed new streets or street 
extensions, widenings, narrowings or vacations which have been 
accurately surveyed and definitely located. Before taking any 



such action the governing body shall hold a public hearing 
thereon. Any proposed addition to or modification of the 
official map shall be submitted to the commission for its 
approval. If the commission disapproves, approval of the 
addition or modification then requires an affirmative vote of 
not less than a majority of the governing body. 
 

(b)  The placing of any street or street lines upon the 
official map does not of itself constitute the opening or 
establishment of any street or the taking or acceptance of any 
land for street purposes. 
 

(c)  The governing body shall direct that the adopted 
ordinance creating the official map be recorded in the office of 
the county clerk. 
 

15-1-509.  Major street plan; preserving integrity of map; 
building permits; necessary findings; specifications. 
 

(a)  To preserve the integrity of the official map, the 
governing body may provide by ordinance, subject to appropriate 
eminent domain proceeding, that no permit may be issued for any 
building or structure which encroaches upon land located within 
the lines of any street as shown on the official map.  The 
ordinance shall provide that the board of adjustment, which the 
governing body may create by ordinance, has the power, upon an 
appeal filed with it by the owner of any such land, to authorize 
a permit for a building or structure within any mapped-street 
location when it finds that: 
 

(i)  The property of the appellant a portion of which 
lies within the street lines will not yield a reasonable return 
to the owner unless the permit is granted; or 
 

(ii)  Balancing the interest of the municipality in 
preserving the integrity of the official map and the interest of 
the owner in the use and benefits of the property, the grant of 
the permit is required by justice and equity. 
 

(b)  Before taking any action, the board shall hold a 
public hearing thereon.  If the board decides to authorize a 
building permit, it may specify the exact location, ground area, 
height and other details and conditions of extent and character 
and also the duration of the building or structure to be 
permitted. 
 



15-1-510.  Major street plan; subdivision plats; approval 
required; preparation and adoption of governing regulations. 
 

(a)  If any commission adopts a major street plan and 
certifies it to the governing body, no plat of a subdivision of 
land lying within the municipality may be filed or recorded in 
the office of the county clerk until it has been submitted to 
and approved by the governing body and its approval entered in 
writing on the plat by the clerk of the governing body.  No 
county clerk may file or record a plat of a subdivision without 
approval by the governing body and any unapproved filing or 
recording is void. 
 

(b)  The commission shall prepare regulations governing the 
subdivision of land within the municipality.  The governing body 
may adopt the regulations for the municipality after a public 
hearing thereon. 
 

15-1-511.  Major street plan; subdivision plats; when 
penalty for not preparing; exception; enforcement. 
 
Subject to appropriate eminent domain proceedings, if anyone 
transfers or sells any land located within any area for which a 
major street plan has been adopted by the commission and the 
governing body, except for land located in a recorded 
subdivision, without first preparing a subdivision plat and 
having it approved by the commission and governing body and 
recorded in the office of the county clerk, he shall pay a 
penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each lot 
transferred or sold.  The description by metes and bounds in the 
instrument of transfer or other document used in the process of 
selling or transferring does not exempt the transaction from 
such penalties.  The municipality may enjoin the transfer or 
sale or may recover the penalty by civil action. 
 

15-1-512.  Violations of provisions deemed misdemeanor; 
remedies. 
 
Violation of any of the provisions of this article is a 
misdemeanor. The municipality, or any owner of real estate 
within the district in which the offending building, structure 
or land is located, in addition to other remedies provided by 
law, may institute an injunction, mandamus, abatement or any 
other appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, enjoin, abate 
or remove any unlawful erection, construction, alteration, 
maintenance or use. 
 



ARTICLE 6 
ZONING 

 
15-1-601.  Regulations; scope and purpose; uniformity 

within authorized districts; to follow plan; objectives. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town, by ordinance, 
may: 
 

(i)  Regulate and restrict the: 
 

(A)  Height, number of stories and size of 
buildings and other structures; 
 

(B)  Percentage of lot that may be occupied; 
 

(C)  Size of yards, courts and other open spaces; 
 

(D)  Density of population; and 
 

(E)  Location and use of buildings, structures 
and land for trade, industry, residence or other purposes. 
 

(ii)  Establish setback building lines. 
 

(b)  The governing body may divide the city or town into 
districts of such number, shape and area as it deems necessary, 
and within those districts it may regulate and restrict the 
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or 
use of buildings, structures or land. 
 

(c)  Regulations may differ from one (1) district to 
another but shall be uniform for each class or kind of buildings 
within a district. 
 

(d)  All regulations shall be made: 
 

(i)  In accordance with a comprehensive plan and 
designed to: 
 

(A)  Lessen congestion in the streets; 
 

(B)  Secure safety from fire, panic and other 
dangers; 
 

(C)  Promote health and general welfare; 
 



(D)  Provide adequate light and air; 
 

(E)  Prevent the overcrowding of land; 
 

(F)  Avoid undue concentration of population; and 
 

(G)  Facilitate adequate provisions for 
transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public 
requirements. 
 

(ii)  With reasonable consideration, among other 
things, of the character of the district and its peculiar 
suitability for particular uses; 
 

(iii)  With a view to conserving the value of 
buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land 
throughout the city or town; and 
 

(iv)  With consideration given to the historic 
integrity of certain neighborhoods or districts and a view to 
preserving, rehabilitating and maintaining historic properties 
and encouraging compatible uses within the neighborhoods or 
districts, but no regulation made to carry out the purposes of 
this paragraph is valid to the extent it constitutes an 
unconstitutional taking without compensation. 
 

15-1-602.  Regulations; powers of governing body; public 
hearing; notice. 
 

(a)  The governing body shall specify how regulations, 
restrictions and the district boundaries are to be determined, 
established, enforced, amended, supplemented or otherwise 
changed. 
 

(b)  No regulation, restriction or boundary is effective 
until after a public hearing.  At least fifteen (15) days notice 
of the time and place of the hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city or town. 
 

15-1-603.  Regulations; protest makes change ineffective; 
exception; hearing and notice. 
 

(a)  If there is a protest against a change in the 
regulations, restrictions or district boundaries signed by the 
owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the area of the lots 
included in the proposed change, or of those immediately 
adjacent within a distance of one hundred forty (140) feet, the 



change is not effective except upon the affirmative vote of 
three-fourths (3/4) of all the members of the governing body.  
In determining the one hundred forty (140) feet, the width of 
any intervening street or alley shall not be included. 
 

(b)  The provisions for public hearings and notice 
specified in W.S. 15-1-602 apply to all changes. 
 

15-1-604.  Zoning commission; appointment; duties; effect 
on governing body. 
 
The mayor, with the consent of the governing body, shall appoint 
a zoning commission to recommend the boundaries of the various 
original districts and appropriate regulations to be enforced 
therein. The commission shall make a preliminary report and hold 
public hearings before submitting its final report. The 
governing body shall not hold its public hearings or take action 
until it has received the commission's final report. If a city 
planning commission already exists, it may be appointed as the 
zoning commission. 
 

15-1-605.  Board of adjustment; appointment; composition; 
terms; removal; vacancies. 
 

(a)  The mayor, with the consent of the governing body, may 
appoint a board of adjustment consisting of not less than five 
(5) nor more than seven (7) members. Each member shall be 
appointed for a term of three (3) years, except that the initial 
appointments shall be: 
 

(i)  Two (2) for one (1) year; 
 

(ii)  Two (2) for two (2) years; and 
 

(iii)  The remaining member or members for three (3) 
years. 
 

(b)  The governing body may remove any board member for 
cause upon written charges after public hearing. Vacancies shall 
be filled for the unexpired portion of a term. 
 

(c)  The mayor, with the consent of the governing body, may 
appoint the city or town planning commission as the board of 
adjustment. 
 

15-1-606.  Board of adjustment; meetings; procedure; 
records. 



 
Board meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman and at 
such other times as the board determines.  The chairman, or in 
his absence the acting chairman, may administer oaths and compel 
the attendance of witnesses.  All board meetings are open to the 
public.  The board shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing 
the vote of each member upon each question or if the member was 
absent or failed to vote.  The board shall also keep records of 
its examinations and other official actions.  All minutes are 
public records and shall be filed in the board's office. 
 

15-1-607.  Board of adjustment; appeals to board; grounds; 
how conducted; stay of proceedings. 
 

(a)  Any aggrieved person or any officer, department, board 
or bureau of the city or town affected by any decision of the 
administrative officer may appeal to the board.  Appeals shall 
be taken within a reasonable time as provided by the rules of 
the board by filing with the officer from whom the appeal is 
taken and with the board a notice of appeal specifying the 
grounds therefor.  The officer from whom the appeal is taken 
shall immediately transmit to the board the complete record of 
the action from which the appeal is taken. 
 

(b)  An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the 
action appealed from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is 
taken certifies to the board that by reason of facts stated in 
the certificate a stay, in his opinion, would cause imminent 
peril to life or property.  In such cases proceedings shall not 
be stayed other than by a restraining order granted by the 
district court for the district, or a judge thereof, on notice 
to the officer from whom the appeal is taken, and on due cause 
shown. 
 

15-1-608.  Board of adjustment; powers and duties; vote 
required. 
 

(a)  The board shall: 
 

(i)  Hear and decide: 
 

(A)  Appeals from and review any order, 
requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative 
official charged with the enforcement of any ordinance adopted 
pursuant to this article; 
 



(B)  All matters referred to it or upon which it 
is required to pass under any such ordinance. 
 

(ii)  Fix a reasonable time for hearing an appeal, 
give public notice, adequate notice to the parties in interest 
and decide the appeal within a reasonable time. Any party may 
appear in person at a hearing or by agent or attorney; 
 

(iii)  Adopt rules in accordance with the provisions 
of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this article. 
 

(b)  The board has the power to: 
 

(i)  Hear and decide special exemptions to the terms 
of the ordinance upon which the board is required to pass under 
the ordinance; 
 

(A)  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 15, § 2. 
 

(ii)  Vary or adjust the strict application of any of 
the requirements of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this 
article in the case of any physical condition applying to a lot 
or building if the strict application would deprive the owner of 
the reasonable use of the land or building involved. No 
adjustment in the strict application of any provision of an 
ordinance may be granted unless: 
 

(A)  There are special circumstances or 
conditions, fully described in the board's findings, which are 
peculiar to the land or building for which the adjustment is 
sought and do not apply generally to land or buildings in the 
neighborhood, and have not resulted from any act of the 
applicant subsequent to the adoption of the ordinance; 
 

(B)  For reasons fully set forth in the board's 
findings, the circumstances or conditions are such that the 
strict application of the provisions of the ordinance would 
deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of the land or 
building, the granting of the adjustment is necessary for the 
reasonable use thereof and the adjustment as granted is the 
minimum adjustment that will accomplish this purpose; and 
 

(C)  The granting of the adjustment is in harmony 
with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance and will 
not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to 
the public welfare. 
 



(iii)  Grant exceptions and variances upon request 
after a showing that an illegal construction or a nonconforming 
building or use existed for a period of at least five (5) years 
in violation of local ordinance and the city or town has not 
taken steps toward enforcement; 
 

(iv)  Reverse or affirm wholly or partly the order, 
requirement, decision or determination as necessary, but no 
power exercised under this paragraph shall exceed the power or 
authority vested in the administrative officer from whom the 
appeal is taken. 
 

(c)  The concurring vote of a majority of the board is 
necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 
determination of any administrative official, or to decide in 
favor of the application on any matter upon which it is required 
to pass under any ordinance or to effect any variation in the 
ordinance. 
 

15-1-609.  Board of adjustment; review of decisions. 
 
The decision of the board may be reviewed by the district court 
pursuant to Rule 12 of the Wyoming Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
 

15-1-610.  Action to prevent violations authorized. 
 

(a)  If any building or structure is erected, constructed, 
reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted or maintained, or if 
any building, structure or land is used in violation of this 
article or of any ordinance or other regulation made under its 
authority, the proper authorities of the city or town, in 
addition to other remedies prescribed by ordinance, may 
institute any appropriate action to prevent: 
 

(i)  The violation; 
 

(ii)  The occupancy of the building, structure or 
land; or 
 

(iii)  Any illegal act, conduct, business or use in or 
about the premises. 
 

15-1-611.  Higher standards govern in conflicts. 
 
If the regulations made under this article conflict with any 
statutes or local ordinances or other regulations, the statutes, 
ordinances or regulations imposing the higher standards govern. 



 
ARTICLE 7 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
 

15-1-701.  Definitions; vesting of powers and privileges. 
 

(a)  As used in this article: 
 

(i)  "Mortgage" means any security device; 
 

(ii)  "Project" means any land, building, pollution 
control facility or other improvement and all necessary and 
appurtenant real and personal properties, whether or not in 
existence, suitable for manufacturing, industrial, commercial or 
business enterprises or for health care facilities. Project may 
also mean an undivided interest as a tenant in common in an 
electrical generating facility or in pollution control 
facilities in connection therewith.  Project may also mean an 
energy improvements program; 
 

(iii)  "Property" means real or personal property, or 
any interest in property, including any undivided interest as a 
tenant in common in an electrical generating facility or in 
pollution control facilities in connection therewith; 
 

(iv)  "Energy improvements program" means a program 
authorizing energy efficiency or renewable energy improvements 
in a program adopted by a municipality, county or joint powers 
board. 
 

(b)  In order to facilitate and promote the local health 
and general welfare, the sound economic growth of the state of 
Wyoming, the development of its natural resources, the 
protection of its natural environment, provision of health care 
services, energy improvements and to promote employment 
opportunities for the citizens of Wyoming by creating or 
encouraging the expansion of manufacturing, industrial plants, 
processing facilities and all kinds of business which contribute 
payrolls and tax base to the state of Wyoming, and by attracting 
to and encouraging the location or the expansion within this 
state of such plants, facilities and businesses all of which are 
hereby declared to be and constitute public purposes, the 
counties and municipalities of the state of Wyoming are vested 
with the powers and privileges hereafter set forth in this 
article. 
 



15-1-702.  Powers of municipalities and counties; 
limitations. 
 

(a)  In addition to all other powers each municipality, 
county, and multi-county joint powers board has without any 
other authority the power to: 
 

(i)  Acquire one (1) or more projects located within 
the territorial limits of the municipality or within the 
territorial limits of the county wherein the municipality is 
situated, if acquired by a municipality, or located within the 
county, if acquired by a county, or located within multiple 
counties if acquired by a joint powers board formed under W.S. 
16-1-101 et seq.; 
 

(ii)  Lease any or all of its projects upon terms and 
conditions fixed by the governing body and consistent with the 
provisions of this article; 
 

(iii)  Issue revenue bonds to defray the cost of 
acquiring or improving any project and secure the payment of the 
bonds as provided in this article. Revenue bonds may be issued 
in two (2) or more series or issues, if necessary, and each 
series or issue may contain different maturity dates, interest 
rates, priorities on revenues available for payment, priorities 
on securities available for guaranteeing payment, and other 
terms and conditions deemed necessary and consistent with the 
provisions of this article; and 
 

(iv)  Sell and convey any property acquired under 
paragraph (a)(i) of this section and make any order respecting 
that property in the best interest of the municipality or 
county. The governing body of the municipality or county may 
establish terms and conditions as appear to be in the best 
interest of the municipality or county, including the deferment 
of payment of the purchase price for not to exceed ten (10) 
years. If payment of the purchase price is deferred, the 
municipality or county, at the time of completing the sale, 
shall take or retain a security interest in the property sold. 
The security interest, by vote of the governing body, may be 
subordinated to an obligation incurred by the purchaser for the 
construction of buildings or improvements on or in connection 
with the property sold, but the subordination agreement shall 
require that in the event of default by the purchaser in the 
payment of the deferred sale price, the holder of the obligation 
to which the payment of the deferred sale price is subordinated 
shall pay any unpaid deferred balance. The sale or conveyance of 



property is subject to the terms of any lease but free and clear 
of any other encumbrance. 
 

(b)  No municipality or county may operate any project 
referred to in this section as a business or in any manner 
except as the lessor or holder of a security interest, nor 
acquire any such project or any part thereof by condemnation. 
 

(c)  A municipality, county or joint powers board may 
designate an energy improvements area and establish an energy 
improvements program to make loans to owners of real property 
within the area for cost-effective energy improvements to 
existing residential, commercial or industrial buildings on the 
property.  Not less than thirty (30) days prior to the 
designation under this subsection, the governing body shall 
provide an explanation of the proposed program to any utility 
which distributes electricity or natural gas in the area in 
which the proposed program will operate.  A governing body which 
establishes an energy improvements program may secure a loan 
under the program with a lien on the benefited property and 
enforce the lien in the same manner as provided for special 
assessments under W.S. 15-6-401 et seq.  Additionally, the 
governing body may require any other security for a loan it 
deems reasonable and necessary.  The designation may establish: 
 

(i)  A loan application process that includes an 
energy audit of the building proposed to be improved and other 
requirements to ensure that the loan will be used for energy 
improvements which are cost effective and otherwise consistent 
with the purpose of the program; 
 

(ii)  The loan terms, including interest rates; 
 

(iii)  The application and loan fees sufficient to pay 
the administrative and financing costs of the program, included 
costs associated with loan delinquencies; and 
 

(iv)  Any requirements and conditions to ensure timely 
repayment of loans and fees imposed under the program. 
 

15-1-703.  Bonds; limitations; terms and conditions; sale; 
expenses; negotiability. 
 

(a)  No bonds issued by a municipality or county under this 
article may be general obligations of the municipality or 
county. Bonds and interest coupons do not constitute nor give 
rise to a pecuniary liability of the municipality or county or a 



charge against its general credit or taxing powers. These 
limitations shall be stated clearly on the face of each bond. 
 

(b)  The bonds may be executed and delivered at any time, 
in such form and denominations, be of such tenor, in registered 
or bearer form either as to principal or interest or both, 
payable in installments at any place and at any time not 
exceeding thirty (30) years from their date, bear interest at 
any rate, be redeemable prior to maturity with or without 
premium and contain any provisions not inconsistent with this 
section, if deemed in the best interest of the municipality or 
county and if provided for by the governing body at the time of 
authorization. 
 

(c)  Any bonds issued under this article may be sold at 
public or private sale in a manner and at a time set by the 
governing body. The municipality or county shall pay all 
necessary expenses, premiums and commissions in connection with 
the authorization, sale and issuance of the bonds from the 
proceeds of the sale or from the revenues of the projects. 
 

(d)  All bonds and interest coupons are negotiable 
instruments, although payable solely from a specified source. 
 

15-1-704.  Bonds; sources of security and limitations; 
mortgage provisions and limitations. 
 

(a)  The principal and interest on any bonds issued under 
this article shall be secured by a pledge of the revenues of the 
project for which the bonds were issued and may be secured by a 
mortgage covering all or any part of the project by a pledge of 
the lease of the project, or by other security devices deemed 
advantageous that do not constitute a general obligation of the 
municipality or county.  A municipality or county shall not 
obligate itself except with respect to the project and the 
application of its revenues, and shall not incur a pecuniary 
liability or a charge upon its general credit or against its 
taxing power. 
 

(b)  Any mortgage given to secure the bonds may contain any 
agreement and provisions customarily contained in instruments 
securing bonds, including provisions respecting the fixing and 
collection of rents for any project covered, the terms of the 
lease of the project, the maintenance and insurance of the 
project, the creation and maintenance of special funds from the 
revenues of the project and the rights and remedies available in 



the event of a default to the bondholders or to the trustee 
under a mortgage. 
 

(c)  Any mortgage securing the bonds may provide that: 
 

(i)  In the event of a default in the payment of the 
principal or interest or in the performance of any of the terms 
of the agreement or mortgage, payment and performance may be 
enforced by mandamus or by the appointment of a receiver with 
power to charge and collect rents and to apply the revenues from 
the project in accordance with the agreement or mortgage; 
 

(ii)  In the event of a default in the payment or the 
violation of any agreement contained in the mortgage, the 
mortgage may be foreclosed and sold in any manner permitted by 
law; 
 

(iii)  Any trustee under the mortgage or the holder of 
any of the bonds secured thereby may become the purchaser at any 
foreclosure sale. 
 

(d)  No breach of any agreement specified in this section 
may impose any pecuniary liability upon a municipality or county 
or any charge upon their general credit or against their taxing 
powers. 
 

15-1-705.  Leasing; prior determinations; record; agreement 
required; provisions thereof. 
 

(a)  Before leasing any project the governing body shall 
determine the: 
 

(i)  Project furthers the public purpose of providing 
health care facilities in the state or meets the following 
public purposes: 
 

(A)  Creating new or additional employment 
opportunities; 
 

(B)  Expanding the tax base and increasing sales, 
property or other tax revenues to the municipality or county; 
 

(C)  Maintaining and promoting a stable, balanced 
and diversified economy among agriculture, natural resource 
development, business, commerce and trade; 
 



(D)  Promoting or developing use of agricultural, 
manufactured, commercial or natural resource products within or 
without the state. 
 

(ii)  Amount necessary to pay the principal and 
interest on the bonds proposed to finance the project; 
 

(iii)  Amount necessary to be paid into any reserve 
funds which the governing body establishes in connection with 
the retirement of the proposed bonds and the maintenance of the 
project; 
 

(iv)  Estimated cost of maintaining the project in 
good repair and keeping it properly insured, unless the terms 
under which the project is to be leased provide that the lessee 
shall maintain and carry all proper insurance on the project; 
 

(v)  Manner in which the amount necessary to pay any 
charges negotiated as hereinafter set forth, in lieu of taxes 
shall be determined. 
 

(b)  No bonds shall be issued pursuant to the provisions of 
this article to acquire, construct or improve a project unless 
the governing body makes the determinations and findings 
required by paragraph (a)(i) of this section.  However, in the 
case of bonds issued to acquire, construct or improve a 
pollution control facility or to acquire an undivided interest 
as a tenant in common in pollution control facilities and any 
land, building, other improvement and real or personal property 
necessary and appurtenant thereto, the governing body shall not 
be required to make the determinations and findings required by 
paragraph (a)(i) of this section but shall be authorized to 
issue bonds upon determining the project will assist in 
reducing, preventing, abating or eliminating pollution in the 
municipality or county and will facilitate and promote the 
protection of the natural environment of the municipality or 
county.  The determinations and findings of the governing body 
shall be set forth in the record of proceedings at which the 
proposed bonds are authorized.  Before issuing the bonds the 
municipality or county shall lease the project under an 
agreement conditioned upon completion of the project and 
providing for payment of such rentals as, upon the basis of the 
determinations and findings are sufficient to pay the: 
 

(i)  Principal and interest on the bonds; 
 



(ii)  Any charges negotiated as hereinafter set forth, 
in lieu of taxes, to build up and maintain any necessary 
reserves; and 
 

(iii)  The costs of maintaining the project in good 
repair and keeping it properly insured, unless the lease 
obligates the lessees to pay for the maintenance and insurance 
of the project. 
 

(c)  Subject to the limitations of this article, the lease 
or its extensions or modifications may contain other terms and 
conditions mutually acceptable to the parties, and 
notwithstanding any other provisions of law relating to the sale 
of property owned by municipalities and counties, the lease may 
contain an option for the lessees to purchase the project. 
 

15-1-706.  Refunding bonds; general procedure; limitations. 
 

(a)  Any municipality or county may refund at any time any 
bonds issued under this article and outstanding, including 
without limitation short-term bonds issued in anticipation of 
the issuance of long-term bonds, by issuing refunding bonds in 
an amount sufficient to refund the principal together with any 
unpaid interest and any necessary premiums and commissions. An 
issue of refunding bonds may be combined with an issue of 
additional revenue bonds on any project if consistent with the 
requirements of W.S. 15-1-705. Any refunding may be effected 
whether the bonds to be refunded have matured or shall 
thereafter mature, either by sale of the refunding bonds and the 
application of the proceeds in payment of the bonds to be 
refunded, or by exchange of the refunding bonds for the bonds to 
be refunded. The holders of any bonds to be refunded are not 
compelled without their consent to surrender their bonds for 
payment or exchange prior to the date on which they are by their 
terms subject to redemption by option or otherwise. Any 
refunding bonds are subject to the provisions of W.S. 15-1-703 
and may be secured as provided in W.S. 15-1-704. The principal 
proceeds from the sale of any refunding bonds shall be applied 
only as follows: 
 

(i)  To the immediate payment and retirement of the 
bonds being refunded; or 
 

(ii)  To the extent not required for the immediate 
payment of the bonds being refunded then the proceeds shall be 
deposited in trust to provide for the payment and retirement of 
the bonds being refunded and to pay any expenses incurred in 



connection with refunding but provision may be made for the 
pledging and disposition of any surplus, including, without 
limitation, provision for the pledging of any surplus to the 
payment of the principal of and interest on any issue or series 
of refunding bonds. Money in any trust fund may be invested in 
direct obligations of or obligations the principal of and 
interest on which are guaranteed by the United States government 
or obligations of any agency or instrumentality of the United 
States government. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed 
as a limitation on the duration of any deposit in trust for the 
retirement of bonds being refunded but which shall not have 
matured and which shall not be presently redeemable or if 
presently redeemable, shall not have been called for redemption. 
 

15-1-707.  Use of bond proceeds for certain purposes; 
actual project costs. 
 

(a)  The proceeds from the sale of any bonds issued under 
this article shall be applied only for the purpose for which the 
bonds were issued. Any accrued interest and premiums received on 
the sale shall be applied to the payment of the principal or the 
interest on the bonds sold. If any portion of the proceeds is 
not needed for the purpose for which the bonds were issued, then 
the unneeded portion shall be applied to the payment of the 
principal or the interest on the bonds. The cost of acquiring or 
improving any project shall include the actual cost of: 
 

(i)  Acquiring or improving the real estate; 
 

(ii)  Construction of all or any part of the project, 
including architects' and engineers' fees; 
 

(iii)  All expenses in connection with the 
authorization, sale and issuance of the bonds to finance the 
acquisition or improvement; and 
 

(iv)  Interest on the bonds for a reasonable time 
prior to construction, during construction and for not more than 
six (6) months after completion of construction. 
 

15-1-708.  Taxation or imposition of fee; amount; general 
procedure. 
 

(a)  Notwithstanding that title to a project may be in a 
municipality or county, any project initiated or proceedings 
instituted prior to February 16, 1967, by the execution of a 
contract between any municipality and a lessee or proposed 



lessee for the acquisition of a project, are subject to taxation 
to the same extent, in the same manner and under the same 
procedures as privately owned property in similar circumstances 
if the projects are leased to or held by private interests on 
both the assessment date and the date the levy is made in any 
year, unless the governing body and the lessee or proposed 
lessee agree upon an annual fee pursuant to the provisions of 
subsection (b) of this section. The projects are not subject to 
taxation if they are not leased to or held by private interests 
on both the assessment date and the date the levy is made in any 
year. If personal property owned by a municipality or county is 
taxed under this section and the taxes are delinquent, levy by 
distress warrant for collection of the delinquent taxes may be 
made only on the personal property against which the taxes were 
levied. 
 

(b)  Projects initiated after February 16, 1967, are exempt 
from ad valorem taxes, but the governing body shall negotiate 
with the proposed lessee an annual fee in lieu of taxes, which 
shall fully compensate the state, the political subdivisions and 
other recipients of ad valorem taxes for the share each would 
have received had this exemption not been authorized. The annual 
fee, if payable to a municipality, shall be remitted by the 
municipality to the county treasurer of the county wherein the 
project is located before January 1 of the year following the 
year for which the fee is collected. The county treasurer shall 
distribute the fee together with similar fees collected from 
county projects to the state, the political subdivisions and 
other recipients of ad valorem taxes in the same manner and 
proportions as the ad valorem tax revenues received by the 
county are distributed as by law provided. 
 

15-1-709.  Advice and information. 
 
The executive director of the Wyoming business council and the 
University of Wyoming shall furnish advice and information in 
connection with a project when requested to do so by a county or 
municipality. 
 

15-1-710.  Alternative procedures authorized; other 
provisions applicable; form of transaction; exceptions. 
 

(a)  Pursuant to this section and as an alternative to the 
procedures set forth in W.S. 15-1-701 through 15-1-708, a 
municipality or county may issue revenue bonds to defray the 
cost of acquiring, constructing or improving any project 
regardless of whether or not the municipality or county acquires 



any ownership interest in the project. The municipality or 
county may authorize the user of the project, or an agent of the 
user or a trustee, to disburse the proceeds of the revenue bonds 
to pay only those costs of the project specified in W.S. 
15-1-707 and only upon the conditions that the user agrees to 
complete the acquisition or construction of the project and pay 
to the municipality or county an amount sufficient to pay, when 
due, the principal, interest and premium, if any, on the revenue 
bonds, and any other expenses incurred by the municipality or 
county in connection therewith. The revenue bonds are payable 
solely from the revenues derived from payments to the 
municipality or county by the user of the project. These 
revenues may be pledged and assigned to a trustee for the 
benefit of the bondholders. The revenues are not deemed to be 
revenues of any project. 
 

(b)  If the project is financed pursuant to this section, 
the provisions of W.S. 15-1-701 through 15-1-708 apply. However, 
the procedures shall contemplate and authorize a transaction in 
the form provided in this section rather than a transaction in 
the form of a lease or sale of a project, except that: 
 

(i)  The revenue bonds issued pursuant to this section 
are not subject to the provisions of W.S. 15-1-704(a), but shall 
be secured by a pledge of the agreement of the user enterprise 
to pay principal, interest and premium, if any, on the bonds and 
any and all other expenses in connection with the bonds, and may 
be secured by any other agreement or obligation of the user 
enterprise or any other person; 
 

(ii)  The governing body of the municipality or county 
shall make similar determinations and findings as and where 
required by W.S. 15-1-705 before issuing bonds under this 
section; 
 

(iii)  Title to or in the project may at all times 
remain in the user or in any other person; and 
 

(iv)  The agreement or contract of the user with the 
municipality or county may include provisions the municipality 
or county deems appropriate to effect the financing of the 
proposed undertaking. 
 

ARTICLE 8 
OFF-STREET PARKING 

 
15-1-801.  Construction authorized; financing; security. 



 
(a)  The governing body of any city or town may construct 

and provide off-street parking facilities to reduce street 
congestion. 
 

(b)  A city or town may: 
 

(i)  Appropriate by ordinance all or any portion of 
the revenues derived from the use of parking meters for the 
creation, purchase, lease, construction and maintenance of 
off-street parking facilities; 
 

(ii)  Pledge on-street parking meter funds, or 
proceeds of gasoline taxes in the manner and subject to the 
limitations prescribed by W.S. 15-6-437, as additional security 
for the bonds authorized in paragraph (iii) of this subsection; 
 

(iii)  Issue revenue bonds for the creation, purchase, 
lease, construction and maintenance of off-street parking 
facilities, or refunding revenue bonds to refund, pay or 
discharge all or a part of its off-street parking facility 
revenue bonds, including interest.  The procedure for issuing 
revenue or refunding revenue bonds is the same as that 
prescribed by W.S. 35-2-424 through 35-2-436, as from time to 
time amended; 
 

(iv)  If parking meters are not used, use any other 
funds available to carry out the provisions of this article. 
 

15-1-802.  Repealed by Laws 1995, ch. 178, § 1. 
 

ARTICLE 9 
BAND CONCERTS 

 
15-1-901.  Concerts and payment authorized; membership. 

 
Any city or town may provide public band concerts for the 
entertainment of their residents and pay the expense out of any 
monies in the general fund. The band concerts shall be given at 
a place designated by the governing body. 
 

15-1-902.  Tax levy. 
 
Any city or town when authorized may levy each year for band 
concerts, a tax not exceeding one (1) mill on the dollar of all 
taxable property within its boundaries. The revenue obtained 
therefrom shall be used only for band concerts. 



 
15-1-903.  Tax levy; petition for election thereon; form of 

question; vote required; limitation. 
 

(a)  If a petition signed by fifteen percent (15%) of the 
qualified electors who are real property holders within the city 
or town is filed with the clerk requesting that the question of 
a levy for band purposes be submitted to the election of the 
city or town, the governing body shall submit the question to 
the voters at the next general municipal election as follows: 
"Shall a tax not exceeding .... mill be levied each year on all 
taxable property within the boundaries of the .... of .... for 
the purpose of providing a fund for the maintenance or 
employment of a municipal band for musical purposes?" 
 

(b)  If a majority of votes cast favor the proposition, the 
governing body shall in each subsequent year levy the tax as 
approved by the electors in the petition but not exceeding one 
(1) mill on the dollar on all taxable property within the city 
or town. 
 

15-1-904.  Tax levy; petition for election on 
discontinuing; form of question; vote required. 
 

(a)  If a petition signed by fifteen percent (15%) of the 
qualified electors who are real property holders within the city 
or town is filed with the clerk requesting that the question of 
discontinuing the levy for band concerts be submitted to the 
voters, the governing body shall submit the question at the next 
general municipal election as follows: "Shall the levy of a tax 
for the purpose of providing a fund for the maintenance or 
employment of a municipal band for municipal purposes be 
discontinued?" 
 

(b)  If a majority of the votes are in the affirmative, the 
levy shall be discontinued. 
 

ARTICLE 10 
DISSOLUTION 

 
15-1-1001.  When authorized; vote required; transfer of 

assets. 
 
If the population residing within the corporate limits of any 
city or town is thirty-five (35) persons or less according to an 
accurate census made in the manner specified in this article, 
three-fourths (3/4) of the members of the governing body or if 



there is no governing body, a majority of those persons living 
within the county in which the municipality is situated who were 
members of the last governing body, may resolve to dissolve its 
municipal corporate status. Those persons may give, transfer, 
convey or assign all or any part of the municipal corporate 
assets, including money, property and rights, titles and 
interests of any nature to the nearest city or town within the 
same county. 
 

15-1-1002.  Census; when taken; affidavit. 
 
In order to determine whether its resident corporate population 
is thirty-five (35) persons or less, the governing body or the 
persons of the last governing body shall cause an accurate 
census to be taken of the resident population of the city or 
town on some day not more than forty (40) days prior to the date 
of passage of the resolution to dissolve its municipal corporate 
status. The census shall name every head of a family residing 
within the municipality on that day and the number of persons 
then belonging to every family. The person or persons taking the 
census shall verify it by affidavit. 
 

15-1-1003.  Disposition of assets; use by receiving city or 
town. 
 
The city or town receiving the assets becomes the absolute and 
unconditional owner of that property. The receiving city or town 
shall deposit all money so received to its general fund and may 
make expenditures thereof for any lawful purpose. All other 
assets may be managed or disposed of in any manner provided by 
law. 
 

15-1-1004.  Disposition of assets; resolution and 
statement; when filed; contents. 
 
Any city or town disposing of all or any part of its assets, 
within sixty (60) days after the date of the first of such 
transfers, shall file a certified copy of its resolution of 
dissolution in the office of the secretary of state.  The 
resolution shall be accompanied by a true and correct verified 
statement of the mayor, president of the council or clerk of the 
governing body, or of the chairman or mayor of the last 
governing body, setting forth the nature, description and extent 
of the assets, the date or dates on which transfers were made, 
the recipient of the assets, a certified copy of the census and 
all proper instruments of conveyance necessary to transfer any 
remaining assets to the state of Wyoming. 



 
15-1-1005.  Certificate of dissolution; issuance and filing 

thereof; date of dissolution. 
 

(a)  The secretary of state shall thereafter issue to the 
mayor, president of the council, or clerk or chairman of the 
former governing body a certificate of dissolution, together 
with a certified copy thereof which shall be filed in the office 
of the county clerk of the county in which the city or town was 
situated. 
 

(b)  The municipal corporate status shall be dissolved upon 
the date the secretary of state issues a certificate of 
dissolution, if a certified copy of the certificate is filed in 
the office of the county clerk of the county in which the 
municipality was situated within ten (10) days after that date. 
Otherwise the date of dissolution is the date upon which the 
certified copy of the certificate of dissolution is filed in the 
proper county office. 
 

15-1-1006.  Certificate of dissolution; presumption upon 
filing; escheat of assets. 
 
If the certified copy of the certificate of dissolution is 
filed, it is presumed that the dispositions of all municipal 
corporate assets was made in substantial compliance with this 
article.  All other assets belonging to the city or town not 
described in the statement or instrument of conveyance filed 
with the secretary of state shall escheat to the state in the 
manner and for the uses and purposes provided by law. 
 

ARTICLE 11 
QUASI-MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS 

 
15-1-1101.  Definition. 

 
As used in this article, "quasi-municipal district" means any 
sanitary and improvement district organized pursuant to W.S. 
35-3-101 through 35-3-107 and 35-3-109 through 35-3-121 or any 
water district, sewer district or water and sewer district 
organized pursuant to W.S. 41-10-101 through 41-10-151. 
 

15-1-1102.  Validation of prior organizations; generally. 
 

(a)  The organization or reorganization of any 
quasi-municipal district by decree, order or amendment thereof 
entered prior to March 5, 1969, is validated. 



 
(b)  All acts and proceedings prior to March 5, 1969, by or 

on behalf of any quasi-municipal district under law or under 
color of law, including but not limited to the terms, 
provisions, conditions and covenants of any resolution or motion 
appertaining to the authorization or issuance of bonds or 
coupons, are validated, notwithstanding any lack of power or 
authority, or any defects and irregularities in the acts and 
proceedings. 
 

15-1-1103.  Validation of prior organizations; legislative 
authority; exceptions. 
 
This article provides necessary legislative authority to 
validate any organization or reorganization or act or proceeding 
which the legislature could have authorized in the laws under 
which the organization or reorganization was accomplished and 
pursuant to which the acts or proceedings were taken.  This 
article does not validate the organization or reorganization of 
any quasi-municipal district, or any act, proceeding or other 
matter the legality of which is being contested or inquired into 
in any legal proceeding now pending and undetermined and does 
not validate the organization or reorganization of any 
quasi-municipal district, or any act, proceeding or other matter 
which has been determined in any legal proceeding to be illegal, 
void or ineffective. 
 

CHAPTER 2 
INCORPORATED TOWNS 

 
ARTICLE 1 
IN GENERAL 

 
15-2-101.  Governing body generally. 

 
The governing body when organized is a body corporate and 
politic with perpetual succession, to be known by the name 
designated and is capable of suing and being sued and of 
pleading and being impleaded in all courts and places. 
 

15-2-102.  Officers; election, appointment and removal; 
conditions for appointive office or position. 
 

(a)  The officers of a town are a mayor and four (4) 
councilmen, all of whom shall be elected. Unless otherwise 
provided by ordinance, the clerk, treasurer, marshal, attorney, 
municipal judge and  department heads as specified by ordinance 



shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent of the 
governing body and may be removed by the mayor for incompetency 
or neglect of duty.  All other appointments, except the 
appointment of members of a board or commission, and removals 
shall be  made by the mayor without consent of the governing 
body, unless consent is required by separate statute.  The 
governing body shall determine the method of appointing members 
of a board or commission, unless the method of appointing such 
members is specified by separate statute. 
 

(b)  The governing body, by ordinance or resolution, may 
specify conditions for any office or position to which a person 
is appointed under this section including: 
 

(i)  Level or range of salary; 
 

(ii)  A description of the duties and responsibilities 
of the office or position; 
 

(iii)  Term of appointment; 
 

(iv)  Requirements for: 
 

(A)  Promotion; 
 

(B)  Suspension; and 
 

(C)  Hearing of appeals from decisions of the 
mayor to remove or discharge an appointee other than members of 
a board or commission, after which the governing body may 
affirm, modify or reverse the mayor's decision; and 
 

(v)  Other matters which are part of the personnel 
policies of the town. 
 

15-2-103.  Officers; salaries. 
 
The governing body shall fix the salaries for the mayor and 
councilmen in towns not operating under the commission or city 
manager form of government. The salaries shall be fixed before 
their terms begin and shall not change during the term for which 
they are elected. The salary for mayor shall be paid in twelve 
(12) or more installments and may not exceed the maximum of 
twenty-four thousand dollars ($24,000.00) per year. The salary 
for each councilman shall be not less than ten dollars ($10.00) 
nor more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) for actual 
attendance at each regular or special meeting. All appointed 



officers shall receive the salary or compensation as provided by 
law or ordinance. 
 

15-2-104.  Mayoral veto; overriding thereof; failure to 
act. 
 
The mayor is entitled to sign or veto any ordinance passed by 
the governing body and to sign or veto any order, bylaw, 
resolution, award or vote to enter into any contract or the 
allowance of any claim.  A veto may be overridden by a vote of 
two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified members of the council. If the 
mayor neglects or refuses to sign any ordinance and fails to 
return it with his objections in writing at the next regular 
meeting of the governing body, it becomes law without his 
signature.  The mayor may veto any item of any appropriation 
ordinance and approve the remainder thereof. The items vetoed 
may be passed over the veto as in other cases. The mayor does 
not have a vote in any matter involving the override of a veto. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
FINANCES AND CLAIMS 

 
15-2-201.  Fiscal year; appropriations; taxes; 

certification; expenditures; contracts and expenses; exception. 
 

(a)  The fiscal year of each town begins July 1 in each 
year. Except as provided in W.S. 16-4-104(h), the governing 
body, within the last quarter of each fiscal year, shall pass an 
annual appropriation ordinance for the next fiscal year in which 
it may appropriate an amount of money necessary to defray all 
expenses and liabilities of the town. The ordinance shall 
specify the objects and purposes for which the appropriations 
are made and the amount appropriated for each object or purpose. 
No further appropriation may be made at any other time within 
the fiscal year, except as provided in W.S. 16-4-112 through 
16-4-114. The total amount appropriated shall not exceed the 
probable amount of revenue that will be collected during the 
fiscal year. 
 

(b)  The governing body of each incorporated town, prior to 
adoption of the budget, shall determine the amount of general 
taxes necessary to provide for the current expenses of the town 
and determine the amount of any special tax or assessment 
levies. 
 

(c)  After the governing body has passed an ordinance 
fixing the amount of taxes necessary as provided by subsection 



(b) of this section, the town clerk under the supervision of the 
mayor shall certify the amount of money to be collected to the 
county clerk. 
 

(d)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

(e)  No contract or expenditure shall be made by the 
governing body or any committee or member thereof, or any of the 
officers of the town, unless an appropriation therefor has been 
previously made. 
 

(f)  The provisions of this section do not apply to towns 
during the first year of their corporate existence. 
 

15-2-202.  Renumbered by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 3. 
 

15-2-203.  Treasurer's accounts; contents; report. 
 
The treasurer of the town shall keep his accounts so as to show 
when and from what sources all monies paid to him have been 
derived and to whom and when the monies or any part thereof have 
been paid out. His books, accounts and vouchers are at all times 
subject to examination by the governing body or any elector of 
the town. It is the duty of the treasurer to provide the 
governing body with a financial report at such times, but not 
less than quarterly, and in a form as the governing body 
requires. 
 

15-2-204.  Notice of receipts and expenditures; contents. 
 

(a)  Immediately after the end of the fiscal year, the 
governing body shall publish in a newspaper, if one is published 
in the town, or if there is none then by posting in three (3) or 
more public places, an exhibit of the receipts and expenditures 
specifying: 
 

(i)  The amount budgeted and actual receipts for all 
revenue sources; 
 

(ii)  The specific amount and purpose of each 
appropriation; and 
 

(iii)  The actual expenditures made against each 
appropriation. 
 

(iv)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 



CHAPTER 3 
FIRST CLASS CITIES 

 
ARTICLE 1 
IN GENERAL 

 
15-3-101.  Population requirement; issuance of 

proclamation; receipt as evidence. 
 
If it is ascertained that any city or town has attained a 
population of more than four thousand (4,000) inhabitants and 
that fact is certified to the governor by the mayor of the city 
or town, attested by its seal, the governor, by public 
proclamation, shall declare the city or town to be a city of the 
first class.  The proclamation shall be published by the city 
for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city.  A certified copy of the proclamation 
shall be recorded in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which the city is situated.  The record of the 
proclamation shall be received as evidence of the organization 
and corporate existence of the city as a city of the first class 
in any court within the state. 
 

15-3-102.  Name; service of process. 
 
The corporate name of each first class city is the city of ...., 
and the city by that name has perpetual succession. All process 
whatever affecting any such city shall be served upon the mayor 
or acting mayor, or, in the absence of both, upon the city 
clerk. 
 

15-3-103.  Rights to remain in effect. 
 
No right of property accrued to any city or town, corporation or 
person under any law previously in force is affected by a city 
or town becoming a first class city.  All ordinances not in 
conflict with this chapter shall continue in force until amended 
or repealed by the governing body.  Any city or town becoming a 
first class city retains all its trusts, rights, privileges and 
indebtedness.  All actions commenced by or against any city or 
town which becomes a first class city shall be continued to 
final judgment and satisfaction as if its status had not 
changed. 
 

15-3-104.  Temporary continuation of existing government. 
 



The government of the city shall continue in authority until the 
reorganization, which shall be effected by the holding of a 
regular election under the provisions of law. The governing body 
may divide the city into not less than three (3) wards to take 
effect prior to the election. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
OFFICERS 

 
15-3-201.  Mayoral veto; overriding thereof; failure to 

act. 
 
The mayor is entitled to sign or veto any ordinance passed by 
the governing body and to sign or veto any order, bylaw, 
resolution, award or vote to enter into any contract, or the 
allowance of any claim. A veto may be overridden by a vote of 
two-thirds (2/3) of all the qualified members of the council. If 
the mayor neglects or refuses to sign any ordinance and fails to 
return it with his objections in writing at the next regular 
meeting of the governing body, it becomes law without his 
signature. The mayor may veto any item of any appropriation 
ordinance and approve the remainder thereof. The items vetoed 
may be passed over the veto as in other cases. The mayor does 
not have a vote in any matter involving the override of a veto. 
 

15-3-202.  Jurisdiction beyond corporate limits; exception. 
 

(a)  The mayor, from time to time, shall communicate to the 
governing body such information and recommend such measures as 
in his opinion may tend to improve the finances of the city, the 
police, health, comfort and general prosperity of the city. 
 

(b)  The mayor has such jurisdiction as may be vested in 
him by ordinance: 
 

(i)  Repealed By Laws 2013, Ch. 104, § 2. 
 

(ii)  In all matters excepting taxation within one-
half (1/2) mile of the corporate limits of the city.  The board 
of county commissioners of any county containing any area over 
which jurisdiction has been asserted pursuant to this paragraph 
may enact a resolution nullifying the ordinance as to any 
unincorporated area of the county subject to the ordinance.  
Upon the effective date of the resolution the ordinance shall no 
longer be effective as to the unincorporated area of the county 
specified in the resolution. 
 



15-3-203.  President of governing body; acting president; 
election; duties. 
 
The governing body may elect from their number a president who, 
in the absence of the mayor, shall preside at all meetings of 
the governing body.  If the office of mayor is vacant, the 
president shall occupy the office until the vacancy is filled.  
The governing body may elect one (1) councilman to serve 
temporarily as acting president in the president's absence.  The 
president and acting president, when occupying the place of the 
mayor, may exercise all of the powers of that office and have 
the same privileges as other members of the governing body.  All 
acts of the president or acting president, while so acting, are 
as binding upon the council and upon the city as if done by the 
mayor. 
 

15-3-204.  Appointed officers; removal; conditions for 
appointive office or position. 
 

(a)  Unless otherwise provided by ordinance, the clerk, 
treasurer, engineer, attorney, fire chief, police chief, 
municipal judges and department heads as specified by ordinance 
shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent of the 
governing body and may be removed by the mayor. All other 
appointments, except the appointment of members of a board or 
commission, and removals shall be  made by the mayor without 
consent of the governing body unless consent is required by 
separate statute.  The governing body shall determine the method 
of appointing members of a board or commission, unless the 
method of appointing such members is specified by separate 
statute. The mayor has the power to remove any officer appointed 
under W.S. 15-1-101 through 15-10-117 for incompetency or 
neglect of duty. 
 

(b)  The governing body, by ordinance or resolution, may 
specify conditions for any office or position to which a person 
is appointed under this section including: 
 

(i)  Level or range of salary; 
 

(ii)  A description of the duties and responsibilities 
of the position; 
 

(iii)  Term of appointment; 
 

(iv)  Requirements for: 
 



(A)  Promotions; 
 

(B)  Suspension; and 
 

(C)  Hearing of appeals from decisions of the 
mayor to remove or discharge an appointee other than members of 
a board or commission, after which the governing body may 
affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the mayor; and 
 

(v)  Other matters which are part of the personnel 
policies of the city. 
 

15-3-205.  Salaries; minimum amounts. 
 

(a)  The salaries of all officers shall be fixed by 
ordinance but the salaries of the following officers shall not 
be less than the following amounts per year: 
 

(i)  Mayor, six hundred dollars ($600.00); 
 

(ii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 
 

(iii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 
 

(iv)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 
 

(v)  Each councilman, ten dollars ($10.00) for actual 
attendance at each regular or special meeting of the governing 
body or any committee meeting. 
 

(vi)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 
 

(b)  All other officers of the city shall receive the 
compensation fixed by ordinance except as otherwise provided by 
law. 
 

15-3-206.  Renumbered by Laws 1985, ch. 209, § 1. 
 

15-3-207.  Elected officers; qualifications; bonds. 
 
All elected officers shall be qualified electors of the city 
entitled to vote at all elections therein. Each officer shall 
give bond in an amount and upon conditions as are provided by 
ordinance. 
 

15-3-208.  Treasurer; failure to provide required reports; 
removal; vacancy. 



 
(a)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
(b)  If the treasurer neglects or fails  to provide 

financial reports as required by the governing body, the mayor 
may declare the office vacant and fill the vacancy by 
appointment according to W.S. 15-3-204. 
 

15-3-209.  Treasurer; receiving monies; books and accounts. 
 
The city treasurer shall receive all monies belonging to the 
city.  The clerk and treasurer shall keep their books and 
accounts in the manner prescribed by W.S. 16-4-101 through 
16-4-124.  The books and accounts may be inspected at any time 
by the mayor, councilmen and other persons designated by law. 
 

15-3-210.  Treasurer; handling monies; restrictions; 
removal; vacancy. 
 
The treasurer  shall not, either directly or indirectly, use the 
corporation money or warrants in his custody for his own use and 
benefit or that of any other person. If anyone violates this 
provision, the mayor may remove him from office immediately and 
declare the office vacant. If an office is declared vacant, the 
mayor shall fill the vacancy by appointment according to W.S. 
15-3-204. 
 

15-3-211.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-3-212.  Engineer; duties; other employees; outside work. 
 
The city engineer shall keep records of all work done for the 
city and any other records the governing body requires. All such 
records are public records belonging to the city and shall be 
turned over to any successor to the office. The city may employ 
other engineers or assistants for any work for the city either 
within or without the city limits. Any work done by the city 
engineer for the city, outside the limits thereof, shall be 
expressly provided by ordinance. 
 

15-3-213.  Change of emoluments during term prohibited. 
 
The emoluments of any elective officer shall not be increased or 
diminished during the term for which he was elected. No person 
who has resigned or vacated any office is eligible to the same 
office during the time for which he was elected or appointed, if 
during the same time the emoluments have been increased. 



 
ARTICLE 3 
FINANCES 

 
15-3-301.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
15-3-302.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
15-3-303.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
15-3-304.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
15-3-305.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 

 
15-3-306.  Financial statements to be published. 

 
The governing body shall cause to be published a semiannual 
interim financial statement and an annual statement of the 
financial condition of the city. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
ACTIONS AND CLAIMS 

 
15-3-401.  Actions; when showing legal compliance required. 

 
If any suit is instituted by or against any city under the law 
governing cities of the first class, in any of the courts of 
this state, the city is not required to show its compliance with 
the provisions thereof, as to its organization or the passage, 
adoption or publication of its ordinances, unless they are 
controverted by affidavit. 
 

15-3-402.  Actions; recovering penalty or fine; generally. 
 
All actions brought to recover any penalty or fine shall be 
brought in the corporate name of the city and the recoveries, 
when collected, shall be paid into the city treasury.  The 
process in every such action shall be a warrant, and the person 
named therein shall be arrested and taken before the municipal 
court for trial. 
 

15-3-403.  Actions; recovering penalty or fine; statement 
of complaining act. 
 
In actions brought to recover a penalty or fine under any law 
pertaining to cities of the first class, it is not necessary to 
file with the affidavit or complaint a copy of the ordinances or 



bylaws or sections alleged to have been violated.  It is 
sufficient to state in plain and concise language the act 
complained of and to recite in the affidavit or complaint the 
number of the section of the ordinance alleged to have been 
violated and the date of passage or adoption thereof. 
 

15-3-404.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

CHAPTER 4 
ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF GOVERNMENT 

 
ARTICLE 1 
COMMISSION 

 
15-4-101.  Governing body; composition; powers; manner of 

adopting motions; president; vice-president; duties. 
 

(a)  The governing body of each city and town operating 
under the commission form of government consists of the mayor 
and two (2) commissioners, each of whom has the right to vote on 
all questions coming before the governing body.  Two (2) members 
of the council constitute a quorum, and the affirmative vote of 
two (2) members is necessary to adopt any motion, resolution or 
ordinance, or pass any measure, unless a greater number is 
otherwise provided.  Upon every vote the yeas and nays shall be 
called and recorded, and every motion, resolution or ordinance 
shall be reduced to writing and read before the vote is taken 
thereon. 
 

(b)  The mayor has no power to veto any measure, but every 
resolution or ordinance passed by the council, before it is in 
force, must be signed by the mayor, or by two (2) commissioners 
and be recorded. 
 

(c)  The mayor is president of the governing body. The 
commissioner of finances and public property is vice-president 
of the governing body and shall perform the duties of the mayor 
in his absence. 
 

15-4-102.  Departments; powers; administrators. 
 

(a)  The executive and administrative powers, authority and 
duties in cities and towns adopting this form of government 
shall be distributed among three (3) departments, as follows: 
 

(i)  Department of public affairs and safety, to be 
administered by the mayor; 



 
(ii)  Department of accounts, finance, parks and 

public property, to be administered by the commissioner of 
finances and public property; 
 

(iii)  Department of streets and public improvements, 
to be administered by the commissioner of streets and public 
improvements. 
 

15-4-103.  Repealed By Laws 2004, Chapter 42, § 2. 
 

15-4-104.  Officers and assistants; election and removal; 
vote required; duties. 
 

(a)  The governing body, at its first meeting, or as soon 
as practicable thereafter, shall elect by majority vote the 
following officers or as many thereof as may be necessary: 
 

(i)  City clerk; 
 

(ii)  Attorney; 
 

(iii)  Treasurer; 
 

(iv)  Civil engineer; 
 

(v)  Health officer; 
 

(vi)  Chief of police; 
 

(vii)  Chief of fire department; and 
 

(viii)  Any other officers and assistants as are 
provided for by ordinance and necessary to the proper and 
efficient conduct of the city's affairs. 
 

(b)  Any officer or assistant elected or appointed may be 
removed from office at any time by a majority vote of the 
council, and their duties shall be fixed by ordinance. 
 

15-4-105.  Officers and employees; offices; office hours; 
salaries. 
 

(a)  The mayor, commissioners and other officers as 
provided by ordinance shall have offices in the city hall and 
shall maintain regular office hours to be fixed by ordinance. 
The compensation of the city officers shall be paid in monthly 



installments not to exceed the following maximum amounts per 
year: 
 

(i)  Mayor, seventy-two thousand dollars ($72,000.00); 
 

(ii)  Commissioner, twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000.00); 
 

(iii)  City clerk, nineteen thousand dollars 
($19,000.00); 
 

(iv)  City attorney, nineteen thousand two hundred 
dollars ($19,200.00); 
 

(v)  City engineer, twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000.00); 
 

(vi)  Police judge, six thousand dollars ($6,000.00). 
 

(b)  The annual salaries specified in subsection (a) of 
this section may be fixed by ordinance at any amount less than 
the maximum amount specified. No salary of any elective officer 
may be changed during his term of office. The salary or 
compensation of other officers and employees, except as 
otherwise provided by law, shall be fixed by ordinance and 
payable in equal monthly installments or more often. 
 

(c)  In cities and towns having an assessed valuation of 
fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000.00) or less, the annual 
salaries shall not exceed the following: 
 

(i)  Mayor, fifteen thousand three hundred dollars 
($15,300.00); 
 

(ii)  Commissioner, four thousand six hundred twenty 
dollars ($4,620.00); 
 

(iii)  City clerk, four thousand three hundred dollars 
($4,300.00); 
 

(iv)  City attorney, three thousand six hundred 
dollars ($3,600.00); 
 

(v)  City engineer, four thousand three hundred 
dollars ($4,300.00); and 
 



(vi)  Police judge, one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500.00). 
 

15-4-106.  Officers and employees; salaries; verified 
payroll. 
 
In cities operating under a commission government, payment of 
wages and salary of city officers, laborers, firemen, police 
officers and other employees or officers of any city department 
may be made upon approval by the governing body of a payroll 
verified by the oath of the city clerk as to city officers, and 
the oaths of the mayor and city commissioners as to officers and 
employees of the departments of city government which they head.  
Presentation and allowance of claims as provided by law for 
claims of other character is not required for payment of 
salaries and wages embraced in a verified payroll. 
 

15-4-107.  Repealed by Laws 1982, ch. 75, § 5; 1983, ch. 
171, § 3. 
 

15-4-108.  Repealed by Laws 1980, ch. 49, § 3. 
 

15-4-109.  Finances; first commission's appropriative 
powers. 
 
The first commission elected in a city under the provisions of 
this article has the power, by ordinance, to revise, repeal or 
change any appropriations made for the current fiscal year prior 
to the beginning of their term of office and to make additional 
appropriations. 
 

15-4-110.  Recall of officers. 
 

(a)  Any elected officer may be removed at any time by the 
qualified electors in the following manner: a petition signed by 
at least twenty-five percent (25%) of all the registered 
electors and demanding an election of a successor of the person 
sought to be removed shall be filed with the city clerk. The 
petition shall contain a general statement of the grounds for 
removal. The signatures to the petition need not all be appended 
to one (1) paper, but each signer shall add to his signature his 
place of residence, giving the street and number. One (1) of the 
signers of each paper shall make oath before a competent officer 
that the statements therein made are true as he believes, and 
that each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose 
name it purports to be. Within ten (10) days from the date of 
filing the petition the clerk shall determine whether or not the 



petition is signed by the requisite number of qualified 
electors. If necessary, the commission shall allow him extra 
help for that purpose. The clerk shall attach to the petition 
his certificate, showing the result of his examination. If the 
petition is insufficient, it shall be returned to the person who 
filed it, without prejudice to the filing of a new petition to 
the same effect. If the petition is sufficient, the clerk shall 
submit it to the governing body without delay. The governing 
body shall then fix a date for holding the election, not less 
than thirty (30) days nor more than forty (40) days from the 
date of the clerk's certificate of sufficiency. The commission 
shall publish notice and arrange for holding the election, which 
shall be conducted in the same manner as other city elections. 
 

(b)  Any person sought to be removed may be a candidate to 
succeed himself, and unless he requests otherwise in writing at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date of the special primary 
election, the clerk shall place his name on the official ballot 
without nomination. On the second Tuesday preceding the date 
fixed for the special election, a special primary election for 
the selection of candidates shall be held. The special primary 
election and nomination are governed by the provisions of this 
article. If the person sought to be removed is a candidate, one 
(1) opposing candidate shall be selected at the special primary 
election. The special primary election shall be held if there 
are more than two (2) nominees, one (1) of whom may be 
incumbent. If there are no candidates nominated against the 
officer sought to be removed, no special election will be held 
and the incumbent shall continue in office. 
 

(c)  In any removal election the candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes is elected. The incumbent shall be 
removed from office upon the qualification of his successor, who 
shall hold office during the unexpired portion of the term for 
which his predecessor was elected. If the person who receives 
the highest number of votes fails to qualify within ten (10) 
days after receiving notification of election the office is 
vacant. This method of removal is in addition to any other 
methods provided by law. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
CITY MANAGER 

 
15-4-201.  Council officers; election; duties; 

compensation. 
 



(a)  The council, at the first meeting after the first 
election under this article and at the first meeting after each 
regular election thereafter, shall elect from their number a 
president of the council to be the mayor and a vice president of 
the council. During the absence or disability of the mayor, the 
vice president shall perform the duties of the mayor. In the 
absence or disability of both, the council shall choose from 
their number a president pro tem to perform the duties of the 
mayor. 
 

(b)  The salary for each councilman, other than the mayor, 
shall be not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than one 
hundred fifty dollars ($150.00), as the council establishes by 
ordinance, for actual attendance at each regular or special 
meeting. The salary for the mayor shall not be more than twice 
the salary of the other council members. 
 

15-4-202.  Employees; manager; employment, salary, vacancy; 
attorney; other positions; salaries, duties; municipal judges; 
experts; exception. 
 

(a)  The governing body, as soon as possible after the 
first election, shall employ a city manager and a city attorney 
and fix their salaries.  The city manager shall receive no other 
or additional salary for the performance of any of the duties 
required of him as city manager.  The city manager is an 
employee and serves at the pleasure of the governing body.  His 
salary may be changed from year to year, and his employment may 
be terminated at any time by a majority vote of the governing 
body. 
 

(b)  The manager shall give thirty (30) days notice in 
writing to the governing body before resigning from his 
position.  If the position is vacant for any reason, the 
governing body shall immediately proceed to employ another 
person.  If there is a delay in securing a new manager, the 
governing body  shall immediately appoint an acting manager to 
fill the vacancy on an interim basis.  He shall qualify the same 
as the manager and shall be vested with authority and charged 
with the duties and responsibilities of the manager until a 
manager is employed and qualified. 
 

(c)  The governing body may fix the salaries for the 
various offices in the city to be paid in twelve (12) or more 
installments per year. 
 

(i)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 



 
(ii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(iii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(iv)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(v)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(vi)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(vii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(viii)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(ix)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(x)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(xi)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 8, § 2. 

 
(d)  The governing body shall appoint one (1) or more 

municipal judges with jurisdiction to hear and determine all 
cases arising under the ordinances of the city or town.  The 
rules of practice before the municipal judges shall conform as 
nearly as possible to the provisions of the justice code 
concerning complaints, continuances and trial, but no change of 
venue may be granted in any case. 
 

(e)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the 
manager may require any appointive officers and any employees to 
perform duties and services in one (1) or more departments of 
the city or town.  No person shall receive compensation in 
addition to the salary of his position for the performance of 
any required duties. The city attorney is not required to 
perform any service other than legal service.  In cities and 
towns having a population of more than ten thousand (10,000), 
policemen and firemen are not required to perform any service 
other than that normally considered to be within their 
departments.  Salaries of the members of the police and fire 
departments shall be established in conformity with the civil 
service laws of the state and ordinances of the city applicable 
to those departments. 
 

(f)  The governing body may employ experts to perform 
unusual or special service upon the recommendation of the 
manager or otherwise. Subject to equal qualifications, 



preference shall be given to bona fide residents of the city or 
town in employing applicants for positions. 
 

(g)  Except for the city manager, attorney and municipal 
judges, all employees shall be employed by the city manager, be 
selected on merit and serve at his pleasure.  He shall fix their 
salaries by and with the consent of the governing body.  Nothing 
in this section shall be construed as affecting or superseding 
the provisions of chapter 5 of this title. 
 

15-4-203.  Manager; duties; generally. 
 

(a)  In addition to his specific duties, the manager shall: 
 

(i)  See that all laws and ordinances are observed and 
enforced; 
 

(ii)  Attend all meetings of the governing body and 
may recommend necessary and expedient measures; 
 

(iii)  Prepare and submit to the governing body 
reports required by it, or that he considers advisable; 
 

(iv)  Keep the governing body fully advised of the 
city's financial condition and its future needs; 
 

(v)  Serve as the city's purchasing agent; 
 

(vi)  Perform all duties imposed upon him; and 
 

(vii)  Recommend rules and regulations necessary for 
the efficient and economical conduct of the business of the city 
or town subject to the provisions of this article. 
 

15-4-204.  Manager; duties; public health; garbage. 
 
The manager shall enforce all statutes, ordinances and 
regulations relative to the public health, comfort and safety. 
If the owner or occupant of property deposits or allows the 
accumulation of garbage, offal, manure or rubbish of any kind 
upon it, or in the streets or alleys upon which it abuts, or 
permits weeds to grow and remain on the property, in violation 
of any statute or ordinance, the manager shall serve notice upon 
the occupant, or the owner or his agent, to remove the rubbish 
or weeds. If they are not removed within one (1) day after 
service of notice, the manager shall have them removed. The cost 
of removal shall be assessed against the property and 



constitutes a lien thereon. The owner shall be notified of the 
amount assessed, and if it is not paid, it shall be collected in 
the same manner as other special assessments. 
 

15-4-205.  Management and control of municipal public 
utility. 
 
Unless a board of public utilities has been established as 
provided in chapter 7, article 4, the manager shall control and 
manage any public utility owned and operated by the city or 
town.  Subject to the laws relating to public utilities, he 
shall implement all rates and compensation as the governing body 
establishes to be paid by consumers of water, gas, electric 
current or any service furnished by any other public utility, 
owned or operated by the city or town, provided they are equal 
and uniform to all persons within the class served.  He shall 
make and enforce all necessary rules, regulations and penalties 
to enforce their collection, or for the protection of the 
property and rights pertaining to public utilities.  At the end 
of each month, or within three (3) days thereafter, he shall 
file with the clerk a report showing the receipts and 
disbursements in the management of all public utilities during 
the month. 
 

15-4-206.  Management and control of municipal public 
utility; powers and duties as to employees; exception. 
 

(a)  The manager shall control and manage the fire 
department and the police department and may appoint a chief of 
the fire department, a chief of the police department and any 
other employees necessary in those departments. 
 

(b)  The manager shall appoint a city clerk.  He may also 
appoint a city engineer and a city treasurer.  The city clerk 
may be appointed to act as treasurer, but he shall not receive 
more than the salary of one (1) position.  The manager may 
appoint and remove any other necessary employees and fix their 
compensation within the limits specified by the governing body 
and the law.  Except as otherwise provided by law, he shall 
prescribe the powers and duties of all employees and may require 
any employee to perform duties in two (2) or more departments.  
He shall file with the clerk a list of the names of all 
employees together with a statement of the salary or 
compensation each is to receive. 
 

15-4-207.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 



15-4-208.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 209, § 3. 
 

15-4-209.  Renumbered by Laws 1985, ch. 209, § 2. 
 

15-4-210.  Renumbered as 15-4-301 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-211.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 209, § 3. 
 

15-4-212.  Repealed by Laws 1980, ch. 49, § 3; 1985, ch. 
152, § 4. 
 

15-4-213.  Renumbered as 15-4-302 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-214.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-215.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-216.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-217.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-218.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-219.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-220.  Renumbered as 15-4-303 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-221.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-222.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-223.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-224.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-225.  Renumbered by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 3. 
 

15-4-226.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-227.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-228.  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 



15-4-229.  Renumbered as 15-4-304 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-230.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-231.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-232.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-233.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-234.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-235.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-236.  Repealed by Laws 1982, ch. 75, § 5; 1983, ch. 
171, §. 
 

15-4-237.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-238.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-239.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-240.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-241.  Repealed by Laws 1980, ch. 49, § 3. 
 

15-4-242.  Renumbered as 15-4-305 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-243.  Repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 33, § 2. 
 

15-4-244.  Renumbered as 15-4-306 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-245.  Renumbered as 15-4-307 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-246.  Renumbered as 15-4-308 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-247.  Renumbered as 15-4-309 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-248.  Renumbered as 15-4-310 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 



 
15-4-249.  Renumbered as 15-4-311 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 

1. 
 

15-4-250.  Renumbered as 15-4-312 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

15-4-251.  Renumbered as 15-4-313 by Laws 2007, Ch. 124, § 
1. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
PROPERTY, FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, CONTRACTS, STREETS, SUBDIVISIONS 

AND UTILITIES 
 

15-4-301.  Officers and employees; public property; 
delivery to successor; penalty; enforcement. 
 
Every person, upon the expiration of his term of office or 
employment, shall deliver to his successor in office all 
property in his possession belonging to the city or town, or 
pertaining to the office held. Any person failing to do so 
within five (5) days after being notified and requested by the 
manager or president of the governing body, shall forfeit and 
pay for the use of the city five hundred dollars ($500.00) and 
all damages caused by his neglect or refusal to deliver.  The 
amount may be recovered in an action brought for that purpose, 
and the city may by action in the nature of replevin, or 
mandamus proceedings, enforce the delivery of such property. 
 

15-4-302.  Finances; warrants; use for disbursements; 
exception; limitations; contents; procedure. 
 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided by law, all disbursements 
shall be made by check or warrant signed by the manager and 
countersigned by the mayor. No check or warrant may be drawn in 
payment of a claim of more than fifty dollars ($50.00) until the 
claim is certified by the manager and allowed by resolution of 
the governing body. Each check or warrant shall specify its 
purpose and shall be made payable to the order of the person in 
whose favor it is drawn. 
 

(b)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 152, § 4. 
 

15-4-303.  Finances; issuance and sale of bonds generally; 
purposes; amounts; limitations; exception. 
 



(a)  The city or town may by ordinance issue and sell bonds 
or certificates of indebtedness as follows: 
 

(i)  To pay, fund or refund any of its debts; 
 

(ii)  To purchase, construct, extend, improve and 
maintain public utility plants named in the ordinance 
authorizing the issue of the bonds or certificates of 
indebtedness; 
 

(iii)  Not to exceed a total outstanding issue of one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) for the benefit of 
the permanent improvement revolving fund; 
 

(iv)  For defraying the cost of making local 
improvements: 
 

(A)  In intersections of streets and alleys; and 
 

(B)  In front of property exempt by law from 
special assessments, and property owned by the city or town. 
 

(v)  For defraying the cost of establishing and 
maintaining a general system of sewers and of maintaining, 
altering, relaying and extending existing systems of sewers; 
 

(vi)  For the purchase, erection and improvement of 
necessary public buildings; 
 

(vii)  For establishing garbage crematories or other 
means of garbage disposal, hospitals, schools, libraries, 
museums and art galleries; 
 

(viii)  For changing, controlling or bridging streams 
or ravines and constructing and repairing bridges within the 
corporate limits; 
 

(ix)  Not to exceed forty thousand dollars 
($40,000.00), to run not longer than ten (10) years, for the 
benefit of the general fund in case of a failure of the 
anticipated revenue from sources other than taxation; 
 

(x)  To purchase real property for future public use, 
if the acquisition of the land in the opinion of the governing 
body is necessary to conform to a master plan adopted and 
certified for the physical development of the municipality under 
W.S. 15-1-501 through 15-1-512. 



 
(b)  No bonds except those specified in paragraph (a)(i) of 

this section may be issued or sold unless the governing body is 
first authorized to do so by a majority of the electors of the 
city or town voting thereon at an election called, conducted, 
canvassed and returned in the manner provided for bond elections 
by the Political Subdivision Bond Election Law, W.S. 22-21-101 
through 22-21-112. 
 

(c)  Bonds issued and sold under this section shall not be 
sold for less than par value and shall bear interest at a rate 
established by ordinance. 
 

(d)  The funded indebtedness other than that provided in 
subsection (a)(v) of this section shall not exceed four percent 
(4%) of the assessed value of the taxable property of the city.  
When determining indebtedness for the purpose of fixing that 
limit, bonds issued for the purpose of supplying water shall not 
be counted.  Bonds issued under subsection (a)(v) of this 
section shall not exceed four percent (4%) of the assessed value 
of the taxable property of the city or town. 
 

(e)  The limitations expressed in this section have no 
application to refunding public securities issued pursuant to 
the General Obligation Public Securities Refunding Law except as 
otherwise provided in that act. 
 

15-4-304.  Claims; appeals; exception; definition. 
 
Except as provided by W.S. 1-39-101 through 1-39-121, if any 
claim against the city is disallowed in whole or in part, the 
claimant may appeal from the decision of the governing body to 
the district court of the district in which the city or town is 
situated pursuant to Rule 12 of the Wyoming Rules of Appellate 
Procedure.  "Claim" as used in this section means claims as are 
presented for audit and not claims for salaries of officers and 
employees or other fixed charges against the city or town, nor 
claims covered by W.S. 1-39-101 through 1-39-121. 
 

15-4-305.  Streets; vacation; petition required; 
consideration. 
 
The governing body has the exclusive power and, by ordinance, 
may vacate any highway, street, lane or alley, or portion 
thereof.  No vacation may be ordered except upon petition of a 
majority of the owners owning a majority of the property 
abutting on the portion proposed to be vacated and extending 



three hundred (300) feet in either direction from the portion 
proposed to be vacated.  The city or town may demand and receive 
the value of the land vacated as consideration for the vacation. 
 

15-4-306.  Construction or reconstruction of sidewalks and 
curbs; landowner's duties; notice; assessment; establishing 
grade and parking width. 
 

(a)  All owners of land adjoining any street, lane or alley 
shall construct or reconstruct a sidewalk and curb along the 
street, lane or alley next to the land when ordered to do so by 
the manager. All sidewalks and curbs shall be constructed as 
designated by the manager. However, the manager shall not 
require any person to construct a walk or curb in a different 
manner, or of a different material, than is required of other 
persons in the same block fronting the street. It is the duty of 
landowners to keep any sidewalk or curb now constructed, or 
which may hereafter be constructed in front of the land, in good 
repair and in safe condition. 
 

(b)  If the manager considers it necessary that a sidewalk 
or curb be constructed, reconstructed or repaired, notice shall 
be served upon the owner of the land along which it is to be 
constructed or repaired specifying the manner in which it is to 
be constructed or repaired and the estimated cost which may be 
assessed if the city or town does the work. The notice shall be 
served personally upon the owner, or if he is not to be found 
within the city or town, it shall be sent to him by registered 
or certified mail, requesting a return receipt, if his address 
is known. Otherwise it shall be published once in the official 
newspaper of the city or town. Unless the owner within two (2) 
weeks after service, mailing or publication of the notice, 
begins the construction or repair and completes it without 
delay, the manager shall have the work done at the expense of 
the permanent improvement revolving fund. Upon completion of the 
work, the manager shall certify the cost thereof to the clerk of 
the city or town. The governing body shall then fix a date for 
hearing upon the costs. The procedure for notice and hearing 
shall be as set forth in W.S. 15-6-405. Upon confirmation of the 
assessment by the governing body, the charge levied is a lien 
upon the property as set forth in W.S. 15-6-406. The governing 
body may levy and collect the assessment and provide for the 
manner of sale, redemption and conveyance of lands sold for 
nonpayment of the assessment in the manner provided in W.S. 
15-6-401 through 15-6-448. When collected the assessment shall 
be paid into the revolving fund. The manager, upon proper 



showing made to him, may extend the time within which the 
construction or repair shall begin or be completed. 
 

(c)  Before ordering the construction of any new sidewalk 
or curb, the manager shall establish its grade and the width of 
the parking. 
 

15-4-307.  Construction or reconstruction of sidewalks and 
curbs; conditions causing injury; liability and proceedings 
generally. 
 
Any person who renders a street insufficient or unsafe for 
travel by any excavations or obstructions not authorized by law 
or ordinance, or is negligent in the management of any 
authorized excavation or obstruction, or fails to maintain 
proper guards or lights is liable for all damages recovered by 
any person injured as a result of the obstruction or negligence.  
No action may be maintained against the city or town for damages 
unless the person or persons creating the condition are joined 
as parties defendant.  In case of judgment against the 
defendants, execution shall at first issue only against the 
defendant causing the insufficiency or danger, and the city or 
town is not required to pay the judgment until that execution is 
returned unsatisfied.  If the city or town pays the judgment, it 
is the owner thereof and may enforce its payment from the other 
defendants.  The city or town is also entitled to execution 
against them and to take such other proceedings as judgment 
creditors are entitled to take. 
 

15-4-308.  Conditions causing injury; defects. 
 
No action may be maintained against the city or town on account 
of injuries received by means of any defect in the condition of 
any bridge, street, sidewalk or thoroughfare except as provided 
by W.S. 1-39-101 through 1-39-119. 
 

15-4-309.  Conditions causing injury; obstructions by 
railways. 
 
No railway company or street railway company, when cleaning 
their track, may pile up snow or other material and leave it 
piled upon any street in the city or town.  Any such company is 
liable to any person injured as a result of the obstruction for 
all damages sustained.  If damages are recovered against the 
city or town for injuries caused by the obstruction, the city 
may recover from the company responsible. 
 



15-4-310.  Subdividing; survey and plat required; 
procedure; streets; layout and grading. 
 

(a)  If any person subdivides any parcel of ground within 
the city or town into building lots for the purpose of sale, he 
shall have it surveyed and platted in accordance with the 
general laws.  When the survey and plats are completed and 
acknowledged, a copy shall be presented to the city engineer, 
who shall advise the manager whether it should be accepted or 
rejected, or a modification directed.  The manager shall then 
present it to the governing body with the recommendation. 
 

(b)  When any plat is accepted by the governing body, the 
clerk shall so certify upon the face of the plat, and it may 
then be recorded as provided by the general laws relating to the 
making and filing of plats.  Except as otherwise provided by 
law, all provisions of the general laws relating to the making 
and filing of plats apply to the city.  No person is entitled to 
damages for laying out or extension of any street or alley over 
any lot or parcel of land sold or offered for sale contrary to 
law. 
 

(c)  The acceptance of the plat or addition of any ground, 
either within or outside the limits of the city or town, does 
not make it liable to grade the streets therein designated, or 
responsible for an insufficiency in a street, until the 
governing body directs they be graded and opened for travel. 
 

15-4-311.  Removing snow; persons responsible; cost. 
 
If the owners or occupants of property within the city fail to 
promptly remove accumulations of snow or other obstructions from 
the sidewalks, or streets or alleys on which their property 
abuts, when required to do so by ordinance, the manager may have 
it removed and the cost of removal assessed against the 
property. The cost of removal constitutes a lien against the 
property to be collected in the same manner as special 
assessments. 
 

15-4-312.  Public utilities; installation. 
 
The city or town may install, purchase, construct and operate 
any street railway and any gas, water, ice, heat, power, light 
or other plant for the furnishing of any commodity or service, 
or other public utility, and engage in the manufacture, 
production, purchase and sale of gas, water, ice, coal, heat, 
power, light or other commodities. 



 
15-4-313.  Public utilities; manner of disposal. 

 
No public utility owned by the city, whether acquired prior to 
the adoption of this article or thereafter, may be sold, leased 
or otherwise disposed of and no real property may be sold unless 
the full terms of the sale or other disposition, together with 
the price to be paid, is published in the official paper of the 
city or town once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks, before 
final action of the governing body.  The proposition shall then 
be submitted to a vote of the people for ratification or 
rejection at the next general municipal election and ratified by 
at least two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of electors voting upon 
the question. 
 

15-4-314.  Applicability of article. 
 
The provisions of this article shall apply to any form of 
alternative city government authorized under this chapter. 
 

CHAPTER 5 
FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS 

 
ARTICLE 1 

CIVIL SERVICE 
 

15-5-101.  "Commission" defined. 
 
As used in this article, "commission" means the fire department 
civil service commission or the police department civil service 
commission. 
 

15-5-102.  Establishment of civil service commission or 
personnel system. 
 

(a)  There is established a fire department civil service 
commission in each incorporated municipality maintaining a paid 
fire department and having a population of four thousand (4,000) 
or more. 
 

(b)  The governing body in each incorporated municipality 
maintaining a paid police department and having a population of 
four thousand (4,000) or more which has not established a civil 
service commission may establish a police department personnel 
system in a manner as the governing body determines. 
 



15-5-103.  Composition of civil service commission or 
personnel system; qualifications; terms; vacancies; oaths. 
 

(a)  Each commission consists of three (3) members who 
shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the governing 
body.  Each commissioner shall be a qualified elector of the 
city and serve without compensation for a term of three (3) 
years and until his successor is appointed and qualified.  Of 
the three (3) commissioners first appointed, one (1) shall be 
appointed for a one (1) year term, one (1) for a two (2) year 
term, and one (1) for a three (3) year term. Not more than one 
(1) commissioner may be appointed from the governing body, and 
no officer or employee in the fire or police department is 
eligible to appointment or service as a commissioner.  In the 
case of a vacancy or disqualification of any commissioner, the 
mayor, with the consent of the governing body, may appoint a 
person to serve during the unexpired portion of the term and 
until a commissioner is appointed and qualified. 
 

(b)  Before entering on the duties of their offices, all 
commissioners shall take and subscribe before the clerk of the 
municipality, an oath or affirmation that in no event will they 
appoint or remove any person because of his political opinions 
or for any reason other than the person's fitness or unfitness.  
The oaths or affirmations shall be filed with the city clerk. 
 

15-5-104.  Civil service commission; offices; clerk; 
preliminary expenses. 
 
The governing body shall furnish the commission's necessary 
offices, office furniture, books, stationery, blanks, printing, 
heat, light and any other supplies.  The city clerk is ex 
officio clerk of the commissions without extra compensation.  
Expenses incurred before the adoption of the next budget 
following the organization of any commission may be defrayed 
from any funds available or included in the next budget. 
 

15-5-105.  Employment and appointments generally; 
appointment of chiefs. 
 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided by law, no person may be 
employed or appointed in the fire or police department except 
from the list of eligible persons certified by the commissions 
to the governing body. 
 

(b)  Appointment of a person to the office of chief of the 
fire department may be made from within or without the 



department and any appointment shall be based upon competitive 
examinations and merit.  However, subject to equal 
qualifications, members of the department from the next lower 
grade shall be given preference for appointment to that office. 
 

(c)  This section does not apply to the appointment, tenure 
or office of the chief of police. However, if any member of the 
police department is appointed chief of police, he shall remain 
on the list of eligible persons certified and his classification 
remains the same at the end of his term as chief of police. 
 

15-5-106.  Commissions; classification of positions; 
working hours; salaries; exceptions; examinations. 
 

(a)  The commissions shall classify the various positions 
in the departments into classes or schedules based upon the 
nature of the service to be rendered or duties to be performed. 
The governing body shall then establish uniform working hours 
and wages for all employees in each class or schedule and may 
regulate the rate of wages and the number of employees in any 
class or schedule as necessary. Notwithstanding any other 
general law fixing salaries or granting authority to fix 
salaries, the minimum salary for full-time policemen and full-
time firemen in any city or town having a population of more 
than four thousand (4,000) is four hundred twenty-five dollars 
($425.00) per month, with an increase of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) per month for each year of service rendered until a 
monthly salary of five hundred twenty-five dollars ($525.00) is 
reached. Any city or town may pay a salary in excess of five 
hundred twenty-five dollars ($525.00) per month. Persons holding 
positions of higher grade or rank in these departments shall be 
compensated in accordance with the responsibility of the 
position held, but shall receive a total salary of not less than 
six thousand six hundred dollars ($6,600.00) per year. 
 

(b)  The commission shall examine the qualifications of all 
applicants for eligible ratings in any class or schedule. The 
examinations shall be supervised by the commission and may be 
conducted by any member or a person designated by the 
commission. All examinations shall be impartial and relate only 
to matters which test the fitness of the persons examined to 
perform the services required in the class or schedule covered 
by the examination. The percentage of proficiency and rating 
based upon examination are those approved by the commission. 
 

(c)  The salary provisions of this section do not apply to 
a special fireman or policeman temporarily employed, nor to 



firemen or policemen employed in a department having three (3) 
men or less. 
 

15-5-107.  Employment and appointments generally; 
requirements; veterans; grading; reexamination. 
 
Only those persons who are seventy-five percent (75%) or more 
proficient may be certified for employment. A local fire 
commission may establish a higher required proficiency, in which 
case only those persons meeting the higher standard shall be 
certified by the commission for employment. The examination 
requirements of this section shall not apply to a person meeting 
the conditions of W.S. 15-5-122(a) if the person is employed by 
a police department. The examination requirements of this 
section shall not apply to a person meeting the conditions of 
W.S. 15-5-122(a) if the person is employed by a fire department. 
All other things being equal, persons honorably discharged from 
the military service of the United States shall be given 
preference for employment over other candidates. Those examined 
shall be graded upon their examinations and their approved 
ratings or grades entered in a register. Eligible applicants for 
the fire department shall remain on the registers two (2) years, 
except the hiring authority of each department may choose the 
option of a one (1) year register. Applicants for the police 
department shall remain on the register one (1) year, without 
reexamination and certification.  However, the commission, in 
its discretion, may require further examination as to physical 
fitness, health and age qualifications prior to certifying the 
applicant to the governing body for employment. 
 

15-5-108.  Employment and appointments generally; manner of 
filling positions. 
 
If a position is to be filled in either department, the 
governing body or chief of the department shall request from the 
commission the names of five (5) eligible persons. Upon request, 
the commission shall certify for departments the names of the 
five (5) qualified applicants having the highest percentage of 
proficiency, one (1) of whom shall be employed. If all persons 
certified are unsuitable for the position, the commission shall 
certify additional names, but the reason for certification of 
the additional names shall be stated in the certificate. If 
there are no registered, eligible applicants, the commission may 
allow provisional employment, or it may authorize the appointive 
authority to select a suitable person for examination, and if 
qualified, that person shall be certified for employment. 
 



15-5-109.  Employment and appointments generally; trial 
period; eligibility for reemployment following force reduction. 
 

(a)  The first year of employment of any person in a fire 
department is on a trial basis. A trial period of employment 
within a police department may be imposed as follows: 
 

(i)  For introductory employees, a period of not more 
than the first eighteen (18) months of employment; 
 

(ii)  For employees promoted, a period of not less 
than twelve (12) months. 
 

(b)  If the conduct of the introductory or promotional 
employee has been satisfactory during the trial period, he may 
be regularly employed or promoted, as applicable. 
 

(c)  Employees discharged because of a reduction in force 
are eligible for reemployment within two (2) years following the 
date of their discharge without further examination. 
 

15-5-110.  Filling officer vacancy. 
 
If any vacancy occurs in the grade of officers, except the chief 
of a police department, it shall be filled by a competent person 
from the next lowest grade. The commission shall determine the 
competency of the person to fill the vacancy. 
 

15-5-111.  Temporary service; emergency employees. 
 
Employment for temporary service shall follow the same procedure 
as for permanent employees, except in case of emergency. No 
emergency employee may continue in service for more than ninety 
(90) days, and no reappointment or employment to the same 
position at the end of the period is allowed unless the 
emergency employee's name is certified by the commission as 
provided in W.S. 15-5-108. The official making an emergency 
employment shall report it to the commission within three (3) 
days, giving the reason and the probable period of emergency. 
 

15-5-112.  Retention of positions; discharge; grounds and 
procedure; retirement of firemen. 
 

(a)  All persons occupying positions affected by this 
article may retain their positions until discharged or reduced 
in grade under its provisions. 
 



(b)  Discharge from a department, or reduction in grade or 
compensation, or both, may be made for any cause, not political 
or religious, which will promote the efficiency of the service, 
on written notice and specifications filed with the commission 
and served upon the person affected by the authority requesting 
the discharge or reduction.  The person whose discharge or 
reduction is sought is allowed a reasonable time to answer the 
charges in writing and demand a hearing. The commission, after 
hearing or investigation, shall determine whether the reason for 
discharge or reduction is sufficient and established.  Except as 
otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this section no person 
may be discharged or reduced in pay or rank without consent of 
the commission after a hearing, unless the action is pursuant to 
a classification program under W.S. 15-5-106.  A copy of the 
specifications, notice, answer, consent and order of discharge 
or reduction are a part of the public records of the commission. 
 

(c)  In the case of a police department: 
 

(i)  A chief of police or his representative, after 
written notice, may suspend any regular employee without pay for 
disciplinary purposes.  The chief or his representative shall 
file with the commission, on or before the effective date of the 
suspension, a written statement of the causes for such action; 
 

(ii)  A chief of police or his acting chief may 
discharge or reduce in grade any employee if he considers that 
the good of the service will be served thereby.  Any employee 
who is discharged or reduced in grade has the right to answer in 
writing the statement of the chief as to the cause for his 
discharge or reduction in grade, as the case may be, and to file 
this and any other affidavits and exhibits in support of his 
statement with the commission. 
 

(d)  If any person in the fire department becomes sixty 
(60) years of age, the commission shall order that person 
retired from further service.  However, if the person can pass 
annual mental and physical qualifications tests set by a 
physician chosen by the commission and governing body and given 
at no cost to the employee, he may be retained until he becomes 
sixty-five (65) years of age. 
 

15-5-113.  Retention of positions; review of decisions. 
 
The decision of the commission discharging or reducing any 
person in rank or pay may be reviewed by the district court 
pursuant to Rule 12 of the Wyoming Rules of Appellate Procedure. 



 
15-5-114.  Persons not eligible for appointment; criminal 

history record information. 
 

(a)  No person may be appointed or employed as a regular 
policeman or officer of the police department or as a fireman or 
officer of a fire department who: 
 

(i)  Has been convicted of, or against whom any 
indictment or information is pending for any offense, the 
punishment for which may be confinement in any penitentiary; 
 

(ii)  Is a notoriously bad character; 
 

(iii)  Is unable to read and write the English 
language; or 
 

(iv)  Lacks ordinary physical courage. 
 

(b)  A fire department may, as a condition for a position 
with the department, require applicants to submit to 
fingerprinting in order to obtain state and national criminal 
history record information. 
 

15-5-115.  Order of lay off when force reduced; 
reemployment of firemen. 
 

(a)  If the force or schedule of employees of a department 
is reduced, the person last certified for employment in the 
department or employed in the department in accordance with W.S. 
15-5-122 shall be the first laid off. If more than one (1) 
person were employed in accordance with W.S. 15-5-122 
simultaneously, and those persons were employed after the person 
last certified for employment, the person with the least 
seniority for his previous employing entity shall be the first 
laid off. 
 

(b)  If a disabled, paid fireman, drawing a disability 
pension, becomes fit for active duty and his disability pension 
is discontinued within eighteen (18) months from the date of 
disability, he shall be returned to service in the department 
without any loss of rank, seniority or other privileges, 
provided he has not been discharged or reduced in grade for 
cause. 
 

(c)  Former firemen who have been laid off within two (2) 
years because of reduction in force, and firemen who have been 



on a disability pension for more than eighteen (18) months but 
who have thereafter become fit for active duty, shall be given a 
priority, in the order of their original employment, upon 
application for any vacancy which cannot be filled by personnel 
then within the department, provided that the former firemen and 
formerly disabled firemen are then persons of good standing and 
qualified for the vacancy. 
 

15-5-116.  Politically related activities prohibited. 
 
No officer or employee of a department shall discharge or change 
the amount of compensation of any other officer or employee, or 
promise or threaten to do so, for giving, withholding or 
neglecting to make contributions or perform services for any 
political purpose, nor shall any officer or employee solicit 
political contributions from any civil service employee. 
 

15-5-117.  Duties of commission; employee roster. 
 
The commission shall keep at its office a roster showing the 
name, residence, position, date employed, compensation and 
duties of each person in the service. The commission has access 
to all public records and papers. 
 

15-5-118.  Duties of commission; employee certification. 
 
The commission shall certify to the city clerk the names of 
employees in the service, stating in each case the character and 
date of commencement of service and any change in service.  The 
governing body shall not allow a bill for service, nor shall the 
city clerk issue a warrant for the payment of any compensation 
to any person not so certified. 
 

15-5-119.  Duties of commission; rules; other powers. 
 

(a)  The commission, together with a committee of three (3) 
designated by the mayor from the governing body shall adopt, and 
the commission shall enforce all rules and regulations necessary 
for the government of their proceedings.  The commission shall: 
 

(i)  Adopt rules for: 
 

(A)  The classification of employment; and 
 

(B)  Promotion on the basis of merit, experience 
and good record. 
 



(ii)  Prepare eligibility lists from which vacancies 
are to be filled; 
 

(iii)  Prescribe the procedure for the investigation 
of breaches of rules and regulations. 
 

(b)  The commission may compel the attendance of witnesses 
and do all other things necessary to carry out the purposes and 
intent of this article. 
 

15-5-120.  Prohibitions with respect to examinations. 
 

(a)  No person shall willfully or corruptly, by himself or 
in cooperation with anyone else: 
 

(i)  Defeat, deceive or obstruct any person in respect 
to his rights to examination; 
 

(ii)  Falsely mark, grade, estimate or report upon the 
examination or proper standing of any person examined, or aid in 
doing so; 
 

(iii)  Make any false representations concerning the 
examination or the person examined; 
 

(iv)  Furnish to any person any special or secret 
information for the purpose of improving or injuring the 
prospects or chances of any person examined or to be examined, 
appointed, employed or promoted. 
 

15-5-121.  Penalties. 
 
Any person who violates any provision of this article is guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), or 
imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both. 
 

15-5-122.  Fire and police services provided under 
cooperative agreements; exemption from civil service provisions; 
service credit. 
 

(a)  The examination, preference and initial employment 
criteria of W.S. 15-5-105 through 15-5-108 shall not apply to a 
person employed in a fire or police department if: 
 



(i)  The person was employed by a fire, emergency 
medical or police department of a county, special district, 
joint powers board or municipality not subject to this article; 
 

(ii)  The person becomes employed by a municipality 
subject to this article as a result of a contract or agreement 
between the municipality and the person's previous employing 
entity to jointly provide fire, emergency medical services or 
police protection pursuant to W.S. 18-2-108, 16-1-101 or the 
Wyoming Joint Powers Act; and 
 

(iii)  The new employing municipality agrees to apply 
the provisions of this section to the person. 
 

(b)  A person meeting the conditions of subsection (a) of 
this section shall: 
 

(i)  Be credited with his years of employment in his 
position for the previous employing entity for purposes of 
classification under this article, including, but not limited 
to, the provisions of W.S. 15-5-109. Employment for the previous 
employing entity shall not be credited for purposes of W.S. 
15-5-115, except as between persons employed pursuant to this 
section simultaneously; 
 

(ii)  Not be considered to be employed in violation of 
the maximum age requirement for purposes of W.S. 15-5-204(d). 
 

ARTICLE 2 
FIREMEN PENSIONS AND DEATH BENEFITS 

 
15-5-201.  Definitions. 

 
(a)  As used in this article: 

 
(i)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 

 
(ii)  "Benefit unit" means each of the following: 

 
(A)  Each paid fireman; 

 
(B)  Each person receiving a monthly pension 

under W.S. 15-5-204; 
 

(C)  Each person receiving a disability pension 
under W.S. 15-5-204; 
 



(D)  Each account of a deceased or retired 
fireman from which monthly pension payments are being made to 
any person under W.S. 15-5-205 and 15-5-206. 
 

(iii)  "Compensation Act" means the Wyoming Worker's 
Compensation Act, W.S. 27-14-101 through 27-14-806; 
 

(iv)  "Fireman first class" means the highest salary 
grade which a fireman can obtain within his department without 
any promotion in rank.  The term specifically excludes chiefs, 
officers, engineers, fire equipment operators, secretaries, 
mechanics, inspectors and all other specialized grades, ratings 
and ranks; 
 

(v)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 
 

(vi)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 
 

(vii)  Repealed By Laws 2009, Ch. 90, § 3. 
 

(viii)  "Injured, disabled or killed in the line of 
duty" means that a paid or volunteer fireman is injured or 
disabled when he meets with bodily or mental injury while 
actually engaged in the repair, upkeep or care of fire 
apparatus, or in the performance of duties prescribed in the 
maintenance and operation of a fire department; 
 

(ix)  "Maximum monthly salary of a fireman first 
class" means the gross monthly salary of a fireman first class, 
including the greatest longevity or additional monthly salary 
increase for length of service, as established by the city, town 
or county which employed the retired, disabled or deceased paid 
fireman, and including contributions required by W.S. 15-5-203; 
 

(x)  "Minimum annual cash requirement of the account" 
means the amount of cash needed to meet the known required 
disbursements from the firemen's pension account during the 
upcoming fiscal year, reduced by the anticipated cash account 
balance of the firemen's pension account on hand at the end of 
the current fiscal year; 
 

(xi)  "Paid fireman" means an individual regularly 
employed and paid by any city, town, county or fire protection 
district for devoting his entire time of employment to the care, 
operation and requirements of a regularly constituted fire 
department; 
 



(xii)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 
 

(xiii)  "Twenty years active service" means that an 
individual's principal means of livelihood for twenty (20) years 
has been employment by one (1) or more cities, towns, counties 
or fire protection districts as a member of a regularly 
constituted fire department and that the individual has been 
carried on the payrolls thereof for that period of time; 
 

(xiv)  "Volunteer fireman" means an individual who 
devotes less than his entire time of employment to, but who is 
carried on the rolls of a regularly constituted fire department, 
the members of which may be partly paid and partly volunteer.  
Payment of compensation for services actually rendered by 
enrolled volunteers does not take them out of this 
classification.  Any individual who volunteers assistance but is 
not regularly enrolled as a fireman is not a volunteer within 
the meaning of this article; 
 

(xv)  "Board" means the retirement board created by 
W.S. 9-3-404; 
 

(xvi)  "Employer" means any incorporated municipality, 
county or fire protection district offering fire protection or 
public safety services employing one (1) or more members. 
 

15-5-202.  Pension account; creation; administration; 
donations; investment; dual participation prohibited. 
 

(a)  There is created a firemen's pension account for the 
purpose of paying the awards, benefits and pensions under the 
provisions of this article. The account shall be administered by 
the board through the director.  The board has full custody and 
control of the account with full power over its administration.  
The director of the state department of audit or his designee 
shall make a biennial audit of the account and the receipts 
thereto and disbursements therefrom and report his findings to 
the governor and the legislature.  The account shall be 
administered without liability on the part of the state beyond 
the amount of the funds.  All expenses of administration shall 
be paid from the account. 
 

(b)  Repealed By Laws 1997, ch. 69, § 2. 
 

(c)  The board is empowered to: 
 



(i)  Receive and credit to the account any and all 
gifts, donations and contributions as may be made by individuals 
and organizations for the benefit of the account; 
 

(ii)  Invest all account monies not immediately 
necessary for disbursements in any of the securities and in any 
amounts authorized by W.S. 9-3-408. 
 

(d)  No paid fireman shall participate as a member of the 
firemen's pension account established under this article and as 
a member of the volunteer firemen's pension account established 
under W.S. 35-9-601 through 35-9-615 if participation is based 
upon covered service with the same fire department. 
 

15-5-203.  Firemen and employer contributions; imposition 
at discretion of board; amounts; how and when collected, 
suspended and reinstated. 
 

(a)  In addition to the amount appropriated to the 
firemen's pension account by W.S. 15-5-202, every paid fireman 
may, at the discretion of the board, be assessed not more than 
eight percent (8%) of his gross monthly salary for the use and 
benefit of the account, up to the maximum monthly salary of a 
fireman first class.  Any salary assessment imposed under this 
subsection shall be withheld monthly from his salary by the 
treasurer or other disbursing officer of the city, town or 
county. 
 

(b)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 
 

(c)  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 41, § 3. 
 

(d)  Upon a determination by the board in accordance with 
subsection (g) of this section, every employer shall pay into 
the account for each paid fireman it employs an amount not to 
exceed twenty-one percent (21%) of the salary of a fireman first 
class.  Any contributions imposed under this subsection, 
together with the paid firemen's contributions, shall be 
transferred and credited to the account in a manner as the board 
directs.  If the contributions are not transferred to the board 
when due, they may be recovered, together with interest at the 
rate of ten percent (10%) per annum in an action brought for 
that purpose in the district court for the county in which the 
employer has its principal office. 
 

(e)  The contributions required by subsection (a) of this 
section shall be paid by the employer for paid firemen covered 



under this article in order to be treated as employer 
contributions for the sole purpose of determining tax treatment 
under the United States internal revenue code. 
 

(f)  The contributions under subsection (e) of this section 
shall be paid from the source of funds which is used in paying 
salary to paid firemen covered under this article.  The employer 
may pay these contributions by a reduction in cash salary of the 
paid firemen or by an offset against a future salary increase, 
or by a combination of a reduction in salary and an offset 
against a future salary increase, provided: 
 

(i)  No such salary reduction or offset, or 
combination thereof, shall exceed the percentage amount actually 
being deducted from an employee's salary for contributions to 
the firemen's pension account as of July 1, 1983; and 
 

(ii)  Any employer may pay any amount of an employee's 
share of retirement contributions without a salary reduction or 
offset, or combination thereof. 
 

(g)  Based upon findings and recommendations of the Wyoming 
retirement system actuary, the board shall determine if 
contributions under subsections (a) and (d) of this section are 
necessary for the continued payment of benefits under this 
article.  Any contributions imposed by the board upon paid 
firemen and employers shall bear the ratio provided for the 
maximum contribution rates authorized under subsections (a) and 
(d) of this section.  If contributions are reinstated at any 
time following suspension of contributions, the board shall 
provide notice of reinstated contributions to firemen and 
employers not less than six (6) months prior to the date of 
imposition. 
 

15-5-204.  Pensions; amounts; qualifications; when paid; 
disability benefits; disqualifications; examinations; 
disallowance; actions; adjustment. 
 

(a)  Any person qualifying may retire from active service 
and receive a monthly pension of seventy-five percent (75%) of 
the maximum monthly salary of a fireman first class. Any benefit 
increases which may occur shall not subsequently be withdrawn. 
This benefit accrues to any paid fireman who has completed 
twenty (20) years of active service in regularly constituted 
fire departments of any cities, towns, counties or fire 
protection districts and to any paid fireman suffering from a 
mental or physical disability rendering him unfit for active 



duty. Any paid fireman covered under this article may continue 
service beyond twenty (20) years and receive an additional 
benefit of one and one-half percent (1.5%) of the maximum salary 
of a fireman first class for each year of service beyond twenty 
(20) years. 
 

(b)  Any fireman with less than ten (10) years of service 
upon terminating his employment for any reason shall receive in 
a lump sum a refund of all the money he has contributed to the 
firemen's pension account. Refund of such contributions 
extinguishes all rights to any benefits under this article. 
 

(c)  After ten (10) years as a full time paid fireman, any 
fireman upon terminating his employment for any reason may have 
his choice of: 
 

(i)  A refund, in a lump sum, of all the money he has 
contributed into the firemen's pension account, less one-half 
percent (1/2%) for bookkeeping costs; or 
 

(ii)  Upon the twentieth anniversary of the date of 
his employment as a full time paid fireman he may draw a monthly 
pension computed as follows: 
 

Number of years service x 75% of the maximum 
monthly salary of a fireman first class 

_______________ 
20 

 
(d)  No fireman is entitled to draw a disability pension if 

the primary cause of the mental or physical disability which 
renders him unfit for active duty is alcoholism, substance abuse 
or addiction or an injury incurred as a result of the commission 
of a crime of a voluntary nature, or a mental or physical 
condition which existed at the time of his employment. 
 

(e)  The board may require firemen applying for or drawing 
a disability pension to submit periodically to a physical or 
mental examination by a physician it selects and to furnish 
relevant information it requests. If the physician's report, or 
other evidence available to the board, shows that the fireman is 
not qualified for the disability pension, or that he is fit for 
active duty, the board shall disallow or discontinue the payment 
of the monthly disability pension. Examining physicians selected 
by the board shall be paid from the account in accordance with 
existing worker's compensation schedules for examinations. 
 



(f)  Any applicant or beneficiary of the firemen's pension 
account aggrieved by a disallowance or discontinuance of pension 
benefits has a right to commence an action in the district court 
of the county in which the applicant resides, naming the board, 
as custodian of the firemen's pension account, as the party 
defendant, to have his rights to pension benefits determined 
before a judge of the district court. 
 

(g)  Any pension benefit, survivor benefit or disability 
benefit received by an eligible individual under this article, 
and the fireman for whom the benefit is generated has been 
retired for a period of not less than one (1) year, shall be 
increased each year by at least three percent (3%). In the event 
the most current actuarial valuation indicates the market value 
of assets is greater than one hundred fifteen percent (115%) of 
the actuarial value of liabilities, the board may increase the 
benefit by an amount determined affordable by the actuary, but 
in no case shall the total increase be greater than five percent 
(5%) of the benefit. Any increase under this subsection shall be 
added to the pension benefit, survivor benefit or disability 
benefit and compounded for purposes of determining the total 
benefit amount in subsequent years. 
 

(h)  The board shall adopt rules to allow service for any 
period of time, after commencement of participation under this 
article, which an employee spends in active military or other 
emergency service of the United States as required by the 
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, 38 
U.S.C. 4301 et seq. 
 

15-5-205.  Death benefits to surviving spouse; amounts; 
limitations; length of payments. 
 

(a)  If any paid fireman dies from any cause, the board 
shall pay to the surviving spouse a monthly pension equal to the 
greater of the monthly benefit payable to the fireman under W.S. 
15-5-204 or the monthly benefit payable under W.S. 15-5-204(a) 
for twenty (20) years of active service. Benefits payable under 
this subsection shall be paid out of the firemen's pension 
account and shall continue for the spouse's life. 
 

(b)  If the fireman is a retired fireman drawing his 
pension at the time of his death, the board shall pay to the 
surviving spouse a monthly pension equal to the monthly benefit 
payable to the fireman under W.S. 15-5-204. Benefits payable 
under this subsection shall be paid out of the firemen's pension 
account and shall continue for the spouse's life. 



 
(c)  Repealed By Laws 2001, Ch. 36, § 2. 

 
15-5-206.  Death benefits to dependent father and mother; 

amounts. 
 
If any paid fireman dies, leaving no surviving spouse or 
children, but leaves a surviving dependent father or mother or 
both, the board shall pay to the mother if there is no father, 
to the father if there is no mother or to both, out of the 
firemen's pension account, a monthly amount equal to the pension 
the retired fireman was receiving if retired at the time of his 
death, or if in active service at the time of death, a monthly 
amount equal to the greater of the monthly benefit payable to 
the fireman under W.S. 15-2-204 at the time of his death or the 
monthly benefit payable under W.S. 15-2-204(a) for twenty (20) 
years of active service. If either the surviving mother or 
father dies after the payments have started, the board shall pay 
to the surviving parent the full amount as computed under this 
section. 
 

15-5-207.  Application for benefits; statement filed; 
determination; review; appeal. 
 
If any fireman, his surviving spouse, dependent children or 
dependent parents are entitled to any pension or benefits under 
this article, the fireman, or in the event of his death, the 
chief of the fire department of which he was a member, or some 
other proper person, shall apply by filing a complete and 
concise statement of the facts necessary to entitle the fireman 
or the fireman's surviving spouse or children or parents to the 
benefits or pension. The application shall be filed with the 
board upon forms it provides. The board is empowered to 
investigate the application and determine whether or not it 
should be granted and to hear evidence as to the justice of the 
application, or to require and receive affidavits as to the 
truth of the statements made in the application. If the 
application is refused, the matter may be taken, by petition, 
before the district court of the county in which the applicant 
resides. The court shall notify the board of the date set for 
hearing. The decision of the district court is binding upon the 
board and applicant unless appealed from according to the 
procedure provided under the Worker's Compensation Act. 
 

15-5-208.  Pension application; payments thereafter; when 
benefits suspended. 
 



Application for pension may be made prior to actual retirement 
upon statement of the intention to retire, but payment shall not 
begin until the applicant has actually retired and his name is 
stricken from the payroll of the city or town. No fireman or any 
of his survivors is entitled to any of the benefits of this 
article while the fireman or his survivors are receiving 
payments under the Worker's Compensation Act, but when the 
payments under the Worker's Compensation Act terminate, his or 
their rights to the benefits of this article attach. Any fireman 
who is entitled to the benefits of insurance paid for from the 
general fund of any city or town is not entitled to any of the 
benefits of this article until the insurance payments cease. 
 

15-5-209.  Payments; when and how made; protections; 
nonassignability; qualified domestic relations order. 
 

(a)  Payments made under this article shall be made to the 
beneficiaries on or before the fifth day of each month and shall 
be made by voucher approved by the board or its designee drawn 
against the firemen's pension account and paid by the board out 
of the account. No payments made under this article are subject 
to judgment, attachment, execution, garnishment or other legal 
process and are not assignable nor shall the board recognize any 
assignment nor pay over any sum assigned. 
 

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, 
payments under this article may be made in accordance with 
qualified domestic relations orders pursuant to W.S. 9-3-426. 
 

15-5-210.  Repealed By Laws 1996, ch. 6, § 2. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
POLICEMEN PENSIONS AND DEATH BENEFITS 

 
15-5-301.  Pension fund; establishment; separate accounts. 

 
The governing body of any city or town maintaining a paid police 
department and having a population of more than four thousand 
(4,000), after ten (10) days published notice and a public 
hearing thereon, may establish a policemen pension fund. Any 
such fund established prior to July 1, 1981 shall be divided 
into two (2) separate accounts to be known as the existing 
account and the new account. The existing account shall consist 
of contributions from police officers employed prior to July 1, 
1981 and city or town contributions made in those officers' 
behalf. The new account shall consist of contributions made from 



police officers employed after June 30, 1981 and city or town 
contributions made in those officers' behalf. 
 

15-5-302.  Pension fund; contributions; salary deductions; 
unfunded liability; city or town and state responsibilities; 
adjustment of contributions. 
 

(a)  The city or town shall contribute annually to the 
existing account an actuarially determined amount which combined 
with the police officers' contributions, or contributions made 
on his behalf, will be sufficient to meet the normal costs of 
the account. The proceeds from the contribution shall be placed 
with the city treasurer in the existing account within the 
policemen pension fund. In addition, in accordance with 
subsection (f) of this section, the city treasurer may deduct 
from the salary of each police officer employed prior to July 1, 
1981, an amount not to exceed eight percent (8%) of the monthly 
compensation payable to that officer and, if deducted, shall 
place it in the existing account within the policemen pension 
fund. In lieu of deducting from the salary of each police 
officer the amount specified in this subsection, the city 
treasurer may, upon approval by the governing body of the city 
or town, contribute a like amount into the policemen pension 
fund. 
 

(b)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of 
this section, the city treasurer may deduct from the salary of 
each police officer employed after June 30, 1981 an amount 
specified by the board, which shall be actuarially determined. 
Each city or town shall contribute an amount equal to the amount 
contributed by each police officer, or by the city or town on 
behalf of the police officer, under this subsection. All 
contributions under this subsection shall be deposited in the 
new account within the policemen pension fund. 
 

(c)  Repealed By Laws 2010, Ch. 69, § 204. 
 

(d)  Repealed By Laws 2010, Ch. 69, § 204. 
 

(e)  In addition to other contributions imposed under this 
section, each city or town and each police officer shall 
contribute an equal amount to the account, specified by the 
board, which shall be actuarially determined, to meet the costs 
to the account for providing benefits under W.S. 15-5-309. 
 

(f)  Annually, not later than November 1, based on an 
actuarial determination in writing, the board shall notify the 



city treasurer in writing of the amount of contributions to 
deduct from the salary of each police officer specified in 
subsection (a) of this section.  Contributions shall be adjusted 
effective January 1 following, and in accordance with, the 
board's notice to the city treasurer.  The contributions shall 
remain in effect for the next succeeding calendar year.  In no 
case shall contributions be less than eight percent (8%) in any 
year, if the fund is not funded one hundred percent (100%) on an 
actuarial basis as certified to the board in writing by an 
enrolled actuary. 
 

15-5-303.  Pension board; composition; election and term of 
police members. 
 
If a policemen pension fund is established, the governing body 
and three (3) members elected from the police department 
constitute the policemen pension board to manage the fund as 
provided in this article. The police department shall elect 
three (3) regular qualified members to the board every two (2) 
years. The election shall be held in the police headquarters on 
a date fixed by the secretary of the board, but not more than 
thirty (30) nor less than fifteen (15) days before the regular 
municipal election. Written notice of the nomination of any 
member of the department for membership on the board shall be 
filed with the secretary of the board. Each notice of nomination 
shall be signed by not less than three (3) members of the 
department, and any member may sign more than three (3) notices 
of nomination. Notice of the dates upon which notices of 
nomination may be filed and for the election shall be given by 
the secretary of the board by posting a written notice in a 
prominent place in the police department headquarters. The 
secretary shall furnish printed or typewritten ballots 
containing the names of all persons nominated for membership and 
a ballot box for the election. The chief of the department shall 
appoint two (2) members of the department to act as officials of 
the election, and they shall receive their regular wages for the 
day, but no additional compensation. The polls shall open at 
8:00 a.m. and remain open as long thereafter, not exceeding 
twelve (12) hours, as will afford each member of the department 
an opportunity to vote. Each member of the police department is 
entitled to vote for three (3) persons as board members. The 
three (3) nominees receiving the highest number of votes are 
elected as members of the board, and their terms commence on the 
same date as does the term of the mayor of the city or town. 
 

15-5-304.  Pension board; officers; reports; information. 
 



The mayor is ex officio chairman of the board, and the members 
of the board shall elect the other necessary officers.  The 
secretary of the board shall make annual reports to the 
governing body on the condition of the fund, the receipts and 
disbursements thereto, together with a complete list of the 
beneficiaries of the fund, and the amount paid to each. The city 
treasurer, from the records of his office, shall furnish the 
secretary with any pertinent information needed to compile the 
reports or to furnish the board with necessary information. 
 

15-5-305.  Pension board; meetings; record and quorum; list 
of entitled pensioners; vouchers. 
 

(a)  The board shall meet at least once each month as 
scheduled by the board and otherwise upon the call of the 
chairman. It shall keep a record of its proceedings, which is a 
public record. A majority of all the members of the board 
constitutes a quorum with the power to transact business. 
 

(b)  At each monthly meeting the board shall send to the 
treasurer of the city or town a list of all persons entitled to 
payment from the fund, stating the amount and purpose of the 
payments. The list shall be certified to and signed by the 
chairman and secretary of the board, attested under oath, and 
shall be filed by the treasurer in his office as a permanent 
record. The treasurer of the city or town shall then make out a 
regular city voucher for each of the persons named in the list, 
or a city voucher in the manner payrolls are handled in cities 
with the commission form of government, for the amounts 
specified, showing the purpose for which it is granted. The 
vouchers, without further individual certification, shall be 
approved by the governing body for payment from the available 
funds of the pension fund at the next meeting at which vouchers 
are handled. The vouchers shall be paid in the same manner in 
which other claims against the city or town are paid. 
 

15-5-306.  Board powers and duties. 
 

(a)  The board has the power to compel witnesses to attend 
and testify before it upon all matters connected with the 
operation of this article in the same manner as provided by law 
for the taking of testimony in courts of record in this state.  
The chairman or any member of the board may administer oaths to 
witnesses. 
 

(b)  The board may provide for the payment from the fund of 
all necessary expenses and printing not to exceed five percent 



(5%) of the annual revenue. However, no compensation or 
emolument may be paid to any member of the board for any duty 
required or performed under this article. 
 

(c)  The board may make all necessary rules and regulations 
for its guidance in conformity with the provisions of this 
article. 
 

(d)  Upon recommendation of the board the governing body of 
each city or town may hire a professional investment counselor 
or management firm to make recommendations on the investment of 
monies in the fund, which may be invested in any securities 
specified in W.S. 9-3-408(b). The cost of such counselor or firm 
shall be paid from the fund. 
 

(e)  The board shall: 
 

(i)  At least once in every six (6) year period cause 
an actuarial valuation of the accounts within the fund to be 
made; 
 

(ii)  At least every two (2) years cause an actuarial 
investigation of all the experience under the accounts within 
the fund to be made; 
 

(iii)  Pay out of funds which shall be provided by the 
cities or towns the cost of the valuations and investigations 
under paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsection; 
 

(iv)  Reduce employee and employer contribution rates 
under W.S. 15-5-302(b), in an amount to be actuarially 
determined, if at any time the assets in the existing or new 
accounts of the fund exceed the liabilities in those accounts. 
 

15-5-307.  Retirement age; length of service; pension 
amounts; leaving service early; benefit adjustment. 
 

(a)  When any person duly appointed or selected and sworn 
as a member in any capacity or rank, other than department 
chief, of the police department of any city or town subject to 
the provisions of this article becomes sixty (60) years of age, 
the board shall order that person retired from further service. 
When any person has served twenty (20) years with the same 
police department, he may retire at that time, although not 
sixty (60) years of age, except that any person employed after 
June 30, 1981 shall serve for twenty (20) continuous years with 
the same department in order to be eligible for retirement prior 



to age sixty (60). When the board issues an order of retirement, 
it terminates the service of the person in the police 
department, except as provided in cases of emergency, and that 
person during his lifetime shall be paid a yearly pension equal 
to two and one-half percent (2 1/2%) of the average annual 
salary received during his highest paid five (5) year period, 
multiplied by the number of years service. However, no pension 
may exceed sixty-two and one-half percent (62 1/2%) of the 
average salary for the five (5) year period. 
 

(b)  If for any reason the person leaves the service before 
completion of ten (10) years of service he shall receive in one 
(1) sum the amount without interest he has paid into the pension 
fund. After the completion of ten (10) years service he has the 
option of drawing out the money paid in or leaving it until he 
reaches the age of sixty (60) years and then being eligible to 
retire under the provisions of this section. 
 

(c)  In addition to any other benefit provided by this 
section, each retired person shall receive a benefit of three 
percent (3%) per year for each full year that person has 
received retirement payments under this article prior to July 1, 
1981. 
 

15-5-308.  Retirement age; physical disability; pension 
amounts; reinstatement. 
 

(a)  If any person, while serving as a policeman is 
physically disabled as a result of any bodily injury received in 
the immediate or direct performance or discharge of his duties, 
the board, upon his written request filed with the secretary of 
the board, or without the written request if it deems it to be 
for the benefit of the public, shall retire that person from the 
department and order that he be paid from the fund during his 
lifetime a monthly pension equal to sixty-two and one-half 
percent (62 1/2%) of the amount of his regular monthly salary, 
effective at the time of his retirement.  If the officer's 
disability is off-duty related, the officer shall receive a 
monthly pension equal to fifty percent (50%) of his monthly 
salary effective at the time of his retirement.  If the 
disability ceases, the pension shall cease, and the person shall 
be restored to active service at the existing salary of his 
position or rank at the time he is reinstated. 
 

(b)  Repealed by Laws 1991, ch. 71, § 2. 
 



15-5-309.  Death benefits; surviving spouse and children; 
amounts; length of payments; benefit adjustment. 
 

(a)  Upon the death from any cause, of any person appointed 
or selected and sworn as a member in any capacity or rank of the 
police department of any city or town subject to the provisions 
of this article, the board shall pay a monthly pension of fifty 
percent (50%) of the deceased officer's monthly salary out of 
the funds to his surviving spouse. The pension shall continue 
during her life or until she remarries. In addition, the board 
shall pay to the surviving spouse out of the fund six percent 
(6%) of the deceased officer's monthly salary per month for the 
support and maintenance of each child of the deceased officer 
who is under eighteen (18) years of age and was supported by him 
prior to his death. The payments shall continue until the child 
becomes eighteen (18) years of age or marries. 
 

(b)  If the police officer is retired and drawing his 
pension at the time of his death, and leaves a wife surviving, 
the board shall pay a monthly pension out of the fund to his 
surviving spouse equal to two-thirds (2/3) of the pension the 
retired police officer was receiving at the time of his death. 
In addition, the board shall pay to the surviving spouse or 
legal guardian sixty dollars ($60.00) per month out of the fund 
for the support and maintenance of each child of the deceased, 
retired officer who is under eighteen (18) years of age and was 
supported by him prior to his death. The payments shall continue 
until the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age or marries. 
 

(c)  In addition to any other benefit provided by this 
section, each surviving spouse of a person who died while 
receiving retirement payments under this article shall receive a 
benefit of three percent (3%) for each full year that payments 
were made under this article prior to July 1, 1981 to both the 
retired person before death and the surviving spouse. 
 

(d)  Effective July 1, 1987, any surviving spouse and any 
surviving child of any officer who died prior to July 1, 1979 
while a sworn member of the police department of any city or 
town subject to this article shall receive a benefit in an 
amount as provided in subsection (a) of this section. 
 

15-5-310.  Examination of disabled retiree. 
 
Any person retired for disability may be summoned by written 
notice to appear before the board at any time thereafter for 



examination as to his fitness for duty, and he shall abide by 
the decision and order of the board with reference thereto. 
 

15-5-311.  Benefits terminated upon felony conviction. 
 
If any person receiving any benefit from the fund is convicted 
of a felony, the board shall order that the pension granted to 
that person immediately cease, and he shall receive no further 
pension allowance or benefit under this article. 
 

15-5-312.  Application for benefits; statement filed; 
determination; review. 
 
If any policeman, his surviving wife, dependent children or 
dependent parents are entitled to any pension or benefits under 
this article, the policeman, or in the event of his death the 
dependent, shall apply for benefits or pension by filing a 
complete and concise statement of facts necessary to entitle the 
applicant to the benefits or pension. The application shall be 
filed with the board upon forms it provides. The board may 
investigate each application and determine whether benefits or 
pension should be granted. The board may also hear evidence as 
to the justice of the application, or require and receive 
affidavits as to the truth of the statements made therein. If 
the application is refused, the matter may be reviewed by the 
district court of the county in which the applicant resides 
pursuant to Rule 12 of the Wyoming Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
 

15-5-313.  Pension application; when payments made and 
benefits suspended; pension protections. 
 

(a)  Application for pension may be made prior to actual 
retirement upon statement of the intention to retire, but 
payment shall not begin until the applicant has actually retired 
and his name is stricken from the payrolls of the city or town. 
Payments under this article shall be made to the pensioner or to 
his beneficiaries on or before the fifth day of each month by 
voucher drawn against the policemen pension fund as provided in 
W.S. 15-5-305. 
 

(b)  No policeman or any of his survivors is entitled to 
any benefits of this article while the policeman or his 
survivors are receiving payments under the Worker's Compensation 
Act, but when payments under the Worker's Compensation Act 
terminate, the pensions of this article attach. 
 



(c)  The cash and securities while in the account created 
by this article are exempt from any state, county or municipal 
tax of this state, and are not subject to execution or 
attachment by trustee process or otherwise, in law or equity, or 
under any other process whatsoever, and are not assignable. 
 

15-5-314.  Penalties. 
 
Any person who violates any provision of this article is guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), or imprisonment 
for not more than thirty (30) days, or both. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
FIREMEN'S PENSION ACCOUNT REFORM ACT OF 1981 

 
15-5-401.  Citation. 

 
This article is known as the "Firemen's Pension Account Reform 
Act of 1981". 
 

15-5-402.  Definitions. 
 

(a)  As used in this article: 
 

(i)  "Account" means the firemen's pension account 
established by W.S. 15-5-202; 
 

(ii)  "Board" means the retirement board established 
by W.S. 9-3-404 and includes all the powers and duties 
enumerated in W.S. 9-3-401 through 9-3-429; 
 

(iii)  "Compensation" means all salary or wages 
payable to a member for service including contributions required 
by W.S. 15-5-420. For purposes of computing benefits under this 
article, compensation shall include only compensation on which 
contributions have been paid pursuant to W.S. 15-5-420 and 
15-5-421; 
 

(iv)  "Credited service" means for any member, service 
as an employee; 
 

(v)  "Dependent" means a dependent child or dependent 
parent; 
 

(vi)  "Dependent child" means a person who is 
unmarried and either: 



 
(A)  Has not attained age eighteen (18); or 

 
(B)  Has attained age eighteen (18) but not age 

twenty-three (23) and is attending school on a full-time basis; 
or 
 

(C)  Has attained age eighteen (18) and is 
permanently disabled as the result of a disability which began 
before he attained age eighteen (18). 
 

(vii)  "Disability" means a medically determined 
physical or mental impairment which renders the member unable to 
function as a paid firefighter and which is reasonably expected 
to last at least twelve (12) months; 
 

(viii)  "Employee" means any individual regularly 
employed and paid by any city, town, county or fire protection 
district for devoting his entire time of employment to the care, 
operation and requirements of a regularly constituted fire 
department; 
 

(ix)  "Employer" means any incorporated municipality, 
county or fire protection district offering fire protection or 
public safety services employing one (1) or more members; 
 

(x)  "Final average compensation" means one 
thirty-sixth (1/36) of the compensation paid to an employee 
during any period of thirty-six (36) consecutive months in his 
years of credited service in which his compensation was highest; 
 

(xi)  "Inactive member" means a member who: 
 

(A)  Has terminated service; 
 

(B)  Is not eligible to begin receiving a service 
or disability pension; and 
 

(C)  Has neither applied for nor received a 
refund of his contributions. 
 

(xii)  "Member" means an employee whose compensation 
is not subject to the federal old-age, survivors and disability 
insurance tax and who either is first hired on or after July 1, 
1981 or who elects coverage under the provisions of W.S. 
15-5-418; 
 



(xiii)  "Pension system" means the retirement and 
disability plans for employees covered under the provisions of 
this article or W.S. 15-5-201 through 15-5-209; 
 

(xiv)  "Primary survivor" means any person in the 
following order of priority, unless the priority is changed by 
the member on a form prescribed by the board and filed with the 
board at the time of the member's death: 
 

(A)  The surviving spouse; or 
 

(B)  If there is no eligible surviving spouse, a 
dependent child, or with the survivor's pension divided among 
them in equal shares, all such children, including any resulting 
from a pregnancy prior to the member's death. 
 

(xv)  "Retired member" means any member who has 
terminated service, other than an inactive member, who is 
eligible to receive a service or disability pension under this 
article. 
 

15-5-403.  Eligibility for service pension. 
 

(a)  A member is eligible to receive a service pension 
after he has terminated employment beginning with the month when 
he has four (4) years of credited service and has attained age 
fifty (50). 
 

(b)  Repealed By Laws 1998, ch. 75, § 2. 
 

(c)  An inactive member with a vested right to a service 
pension is eligible to receive such pension, computed in 
accordance with the provisions of this article in effect when he 
ceased to be an employee, beginning with the first month after 
his attainment of age fifty (50). 
 

(d)  For purposes of this section, credited service 
includes any period during which a member is receiving a 
disability pension as provided by this article. 
 

15-5-404.  Vesting rights; return to service. 
 

(a)  A member who has four (4) years of credited service 
has a vested right to a service pension payable as provided in 
W.S. 15-5-403(c). 
 



(b)  If a member who has less than four (4) years of 
credited service ceases to be an employee, his service credits 
to the date of termination shall be cancelled unless: 
 

(i)  He again becomes an employee within four (4) 
months after his cessation of employment; or 
 

(ii)  He subsequently acquires four (4) years of 
credited service; and 
 

(iii)  If he has withdrawn his contributions he repays 
them with interest at a rate determined by the board and remains 
employed for not less than two (2) continuous years following 
the date or reemployment. 
 

(c)  For purposes of this section, credited service 
includes any period during which a member is receiving a 
disability pension under this article. 
 

(d)  The board shall adopt rules to allow service for any 
period of time, after commencement of participation under this 
article, which an employee spends in active military or other 
emergency service of the United States as required by the 
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, 38 
U.S.C. 4301 et seq. 
 

15-5-405.  Eligibility for disability pension. 
 

(a)  A member, not otherwise eligible for a service 
pension, who suffers a disability is eligible for a disability 
pension. 
 

(b)  The determination of disability shall be made by the 
board in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the 
board for this purpose.  The board may require physician 
reports, medical examinations, psychological examinations, 
functional capacity evaluations, vocational examinations and 
other necessary reports and examinations in determining a 
disability under this subsection and in reviewing any disability 
under subsection (c) of this section.  The cost of any 
functional capacity evaluation, vocational examination or other 
specialized test incurred pursuant to this section shall be paid 
from the account. 
 

(c)  The board may annually review the status of any member 
receiving a disability benefit under this article and may 
require any member receiving a disability benefit who is not 



eligible for normal retirement benefits under W.S. 15-5-403, to 
submit to any examination, test or evaluation by a physician or 
other appropriate professional designated or approved by the 
board, as necessary for conducting a review under this 
subsection.  If a member refuses to submit to an examination, 
test or evaluation required under this subsection, benefit 
payments under this article shall be discontinued. 
 

15-5-406.  Survivor benefits. 
 
The eligible surviving spouse or dependents of a member shall 
receive a survivor's pension if the member dies from any cause 
while in service. 
 

15-5-407.  Payment of service or early retirement pensions. 
 
Service or early retirement pensions shall be made to a retired 
member for each month beginning with the month in which he is 
eligible to receive such pension and ending with the month in 
which he dies, unless an optional form has been elected in 
accordance with W.S. 15-5-413. 
 

15-5-408.  Payment of disability pension. 
 

(a)  Disability pension payments shall be made to a member 
for each month beginning with the month in which he is eligible 
to receive such pension and ending with the month in which he 
ceases to be eligible or dies, unless an optional form has been 
elected in accordance with W.S. 15-5-413. 
 

(b)  If a member who is disabled recovers and is no longer 
totally or partially disabled, his disability pension shall be 
discontinued unless he has reached normal retirement age. 
 

15-5-409.  Amount of service pension. 
 

(a)  The amount of the monthly service pension payable to a 
retired member is: 
 

(i)  Two and eight-tenths percent (2.8%) of his final 
average compensation multiplied by the number of years in his 
first twenty-five (25) years of his period of credited service. 
 

(ii)  Repealed By Laws 2000, Ch. 43, § 2. 
 

(iii)  Repealed By Laws 2008, Ch. 112, § 2. 
 



(b)  For purposes of this section, credited service shall 
be measured in years taken to the nearest twelfth (1/12) of a 
year. 
 

(c)  Benefits shall not be payable under the pension system 
to the extent that they exceed the limitations imposed by 
section 415(b) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 

15-5-410.  Repealed By Laws 1998, ch. 75, § 2. 
 

15-5-411.  Amount of disability pension. 
 

(a)  The disability pension shall be the greater of: 
 

(i)  Fifty percent (50%) of final average 
compensation; or 
 

(ii)  The service pension based on credited service 
accrued to the date of disability. 
 

15-5-412.  Amount of survivor's pension. 
 

(a)  The monthly survivor's pension payable to a member's 
eligible primary survivor or, if there is no eligible surviving 
spouse, then to his eligible surviving dependents, shall be 
equal to the greater of: 
 

(i)  Fifty percent (50%) of final average 
compensation; or 
 

(ii)  The service pension based on credited service 
accrued to the date of the member's death. 
 

(b)  If the primary survivor is the surviving spouse, that 
person shall have been married to the deceased member for at 
least one (1) year before the date of death, unless the death 
was the result of an accident. 
 

(c)  A survivor's pension shall begin with the month 
following the month in which the member dies.  If the pension is 
payable to a surviving spouse who subsequently dies, it is then 
payable in the following month to the next primary survivor as 
defined in W.S. 15-5-402(a)(xiv) or ceases with that month in 
the absence of eligible dependents.  If payable to a child who 
dies or fails to meet the conditions of eligibility in W.S. 
15-5-402(a)(vi), the pension shall cease with that month. 
 



15-5-413.  Optional forms of benefits. 
 

(a)  Any member eligible for a service or disability 
pension may elect to receive one (1) of the following optional 
forms, in lieu of the pension computed in W.S. 15-5-409 through 
15-5-411, which shall be the actuarial equivalent of the benefit 
to which he would otherwise be entitled: 
 

(i)  A reduced pension payable to the retired member 
and upon his death all of the reduced pension to be paid to his 
surviving spouse; 
 

(ii)  A reduced pension payable to the retired member 
and upon his death one-half (1/2) of the reduced pension to be 
paid to his surviving spouse; 
 

(iii)  A benefit which provides reduced monthly 
service retirement payments with provision for the continuance 
of payments for ten (10) years certain and life thereafter.  If 
the retired member dies within ten (10) years after retirement, 
the remaining guaranteed payments shall be made to his 
designated beneficiary.  This beneficiary may be changed at any 
time by written notification to the board as provided in 
subsection (b) of this section; 
 

(iv)  The largest possible benefit for life with no 
lump sum refund or benefit for anyone else upon the retired 
member's death; 
 

(v)  Any other modified monthly service retirement 
benefit, including any other modified joint and survivor monthly 
service retirement benefit, actuarially determined, which the 
board approves. 
 

(b)  An election of an optional benefit shall be in writing 
and filed with the board prior to the first benefit payment.  
After an election of any of the options provided in subsection 
(a) of this section has been made and the member has cashed his 
first pension check, or sixty (60) days from the date of 
issuance of the check have elapsed, the election is irrevocable 
unless a beneficiary dies prior to the occurrence of either such 
event, in which case the election is void and the member may, by 
written notice to the board, designate a new beneficiary and may 
select a different option.  As provided in paragraph (a)(iii) of 
this section, upon written notice to the board, a member may 
change a beneficiary at any time within the ten (10) year 
period. 



 
(c)  The retirement benefits payable under optional forms 

available under this section shall be the actuarial equivalent 
of the normal benefit form under W.S. 15-5-409. 
 

15-5-414.  Death benefit. 
 
Except as may otherwise be provided in any of the options under 
W.S. 15-5-413, upon the death of a member, inactive member, 
retired member or individual receiving a survivor's pension, 
there shall be paid to the designated beneficiary or 
beneficiaries or, in the absence of a designated beneficiary, to 
the estate of the member, inactive member, retired member or 
survivor, a lump sum equal to the excess, if any, of the 
accumulated member contributions without interest over the 
aggregate of all pension payments made. 
 

15-5-415.  Withdrawal benefit. 
 

(a)  The accumulated contributions without interest of a 
member who is neither eligible for a service nor disability 
pension, nor has a vested right to a service pension, shall be 
refunded upon his withdrawal from service.  There shall be a 
rebuttable presumption that a former member who fails to apply 
for a withdrawal benefit within five (5) years after the date of 
withdrawal has waived his right to such benefit. 
 

(b)  If a member has a vested right to a service pension 
and withdraws from service and is not immediately eligible for a 
service or disability benefit, he may request a refund of his 
accumulated contributions without interest.  Refund of such 
contributions extinguishes all rights to any benefits under this 
article. 
 

15-5-416.  Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 107, § 3. 
 

15-5-417.  Application of benefits. 
 

(a)  A service pension, disability pension, survivor's 
pension, death benefit or withdrawal benefit shall be paid only 
upon the filing of an application in a form prescribed by the 
board. A monthly benefit shall not be payable for any month 
earlier than the second month preceding the date on which the 
application for such benefit is filed. 
 

(b)  The board may require any member, inactive member, 
retired member or eligible survivor to furnish any information 



as may be required for the determination of benefits under this 
article, if the determination of the pension is dependent upon 
that information. The board may withhold payment of any benefit, 
if the determination of the benefit is dependent upon the 
information and the member, inactive member, retired member or 
eligible survivor does not cooperate in the furnishing or 
procuring thereof. 
 

15-5-418.  Election of membership. 
 

(a)  A "paid fireman" as defined in W.S. 15-5-201(a)(xi) 
may elect to become a member, as defined in this article by 
filing an election with the board not later than December 31, 
1981, or within thirty (30) days of return to service, if later, 
for any paid fireman who leaves service prior to July 1, 1981. 
 

(b)  Commencing January 1, 1982, or thirty (30) days after 
return to service, if later, an electing member is covered by 
the provisions of this article, and all rights to a pension 
under W.S. 15-5-201 through 15-5-209 are extinguished. The 
member shall receive credited service for all prior service, not 
to exceed ten (10) years, which was recognized under W.S. 
15-5-201 through 15-5-209. However, that credit may be 
reinstated only by payment of any contributions previously 
refunded with interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per 
annum from the date of refund. 
 

15-5-419.  Dual membership prohibited. 
 

(a)  Any employee hired before July 1, 1981 is covered by 
the pension system specified in W.S. 15-5-201 through 15-5-209 
unless he elects to become a member pursuant to W.S. 15-5-418. 
Any employee hired on or subsequent to July 1, 1981 is covered 
by the pension system specified in this article. No employee may 
be covered by the pension systems of both W.S. 15-5-201 through 
15-5-209 and this article. 
 

(b)  No paid employee shall participate as a member of the 
firemen's pension system established under this article and as a 
member of the volunteer firemen's pension fund established under 
W.S. 35-9-601 through 35-9-615 if participation is based upon 
covered service with the same fire department. 
 

15-5-420.  Member contributions. 
 

(a)  Each employer shall deduct monthly from the 
compensation of each member participating in the account a sum 



equal to eight and seven hundred twenty-five thousandths percent 
(8.725%) of the member's compensation until June 30, 2014, and 
thereafter nine and two hundred forty-five thousandths percent 
(9.245%) of his compensation, and that amount shall be paid by 
the employer to the account. 
 

(b)  The contributions required by subsection (a) of this 
section shall be paid by the employer for employees covered 
under this article in order to be treated as employer 
contributions for the sole purpose of determining tax treatment 
under the United States internal revenue code. 
 

(c)  The contributions under subsection (b) of this section 
shall be paid from the source of funds which is used in paying 
salary to the employee. The employer may pay these contributions 
by a reduction in cash salary of the employee or by an offset 
against a future salary increase, or by a combination of a 
reduction in salary and an offset against a future salary 
increase, provided: 
 

(i)  No such salary reduction or offset, or 
combination thereof, shall exceed the percentage amount actually 
being deducted from an employee's salary for contributions to 
the account as of July 1, 1983; and 
 

(ii)  Any employer may pay any amount of an employee's 
share of retirement contributions without a salary reduction or 
offset, or combination thereof. 
 

15-5-421.  Contribution by employer. 
 
Each employer shall make monthly contributions to the account in 
an amount equal to the percentage contribution rate multiplied 
by the salaries paid to members of the account. The contribution 
rate, expressed as a percentage, shall be based on the results 
of actuarial valuations made at least every three (3) years.  
The city's contribution rate shall be comprised of the normal 
cost plus the level percentage of salary payment required to 
amortize the actuarial liability over a period of forty (40) 
years from January 1, 1983, calculated on the basis of an 
acceptable actuarial reserve funding method approved by the 
board. 
 

15-5-422.  Payments; when and how made; protections; 
nonassignability; qualified domestic relations order. 
 



(a)  Payments made under this article shall be made to the 
beneficiaries on or before the fifth day of each month and shall 
be made by voucher drawn against the firemen's pension account 
and paid by the state auditor out of the account. No payments 
made under this article are subject to judgment, attachment, 
execution, garnishment or other legal process and are not 
assignable nor shall the board recognize any assignment nor pay 
over any sum assigned. 
 

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, 
payments under this article may be made in accordance with 
qualified domestic relations orders pursuant to W.S. 9-3-426. 
 

CHAPTER 6 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
ARTICLE 1 
IN GENERAL 

 
15-6-101.  Definitions. 

 
(a)  As used in this chapter: 

 
(i)  "Conventional gutters" means curb and gutter or 

combined sidewalk, curb and gutter; 
 

(ii)  "Drains" or "drainage" means all surface sewers, 
drains, cross street valley gutters and all kinds of draining 
other than sanitary sewers or conventional gutters; 
 

(iii)  "Engineer" means the city engineer, town 
engineer or any engineer employed by a city or town for local 
improvement work; 
 

(iv)  "Improvement" means any lawful local improvement 
of any kind, which the governing body finds to be of special 
benefit to the property proposed to be assessed for the cost 
thereof; 
 

(v)  "Streets" means streets, highways, alleys, roads 
and public ways. 
 

15-6-102.  General grant of authority; nonapplicability of 
other provisions; restriction; nonexclusivity. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may provide for the making and 
maintenance of local improvements and levy and collect special 



assessments on the property specially benefited to pay all or 
part of the cost of the improvement. This chapter, without 
reference to other statutes, unless otherwise expressly 
provided, constitutes the full authority for the exercise of 
powers herein granted. No other law relating to any city or 
town, with regard to like matters, that provides for a petition 
or an election, requires an approval, or in any way impedes or 
restricts the doing of things authorized to be done by this 
chapter, shall be construed as applying to any proceedings or 
acts done pursuant to this chapter. No one other than the 
governing body of the municipality may fix, prescribe, modify, 
supervise or regulate the levy or collection of special 
assessments or taxes authorized by this chapter, except as 
expressly provided or necessarily implied, nor supervise or 
regulate the establishment or modification of grades and the 
acquisition of any improvement authorized. 
 

(b)  It is intended that this chapter provide a separate 
but not exclusive method of accomplishing its objectives, and it 
shall not be construed as repealing, amending or changing any 
other law. 
 

15-6-103.  General powers and duties. 
 
The governing body of any city or town, when considered 
expedient, may order any improvement or improvements, and 
determine its character, kind and extent. If the improvement is 
to be paving, it shall designate the kinds of pavement to be 
used. It shall provide for the maintenance of an improvement for 
a specified period not to exceed five (5) years and include the 
cost of that maintenance in the assessment for making the 
improvements. It shall levy and collect an assessment upon all 
lots, parts of lots and parcels of land specially benefited by 
the improvement to defray all or any part of the cost and 
expense and determine what lots, parts of lots and parcels of 
land are specially benefited by the improvements and the amount 
each is benefited. 
 

15-6-104.  Powers incidental to streets. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town may: 
 

(i)  Design, establish, vacate, widen, extend and open 
streets or parts thereof; 
 

(ii)  Appropriate private property for the purpose; 
 



(iii)  Establish or alter the grade of any street, 
within the corporate limits; and 
 

(iv)  Determine and provide everything necessary and 
convenient to the exercise of this authority. 
 

15-6-105.  Finality of actions; construction of provisions. 
 

(a)  The action and decision of the governing body on any 
matters passed upon by it in relation to any subject covered in 
this chapter is final and conclusive in the absence of fraud. 
 

(b)  This chapter shall be liberally construed for the 
purpose of carrying out the objects for which it is intended. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
BEGINNING PROCEEDINGS 

 
15-6-201.  Generally; ordinance or resolution required. 

 
(a)  If any city or town makes local improvements or 

establishes or alters the grade of any street at the cost and 
expense, in whole or in part, of property specially benefited 
thereby, the proceedings shall be as provided in this chapter. 
 

(b)  Any such improvement may be ordered only by ordinance 
or resolution of the governing body. 
 

15-6-202.  Initiative resolution; contents; acceptable 
bids; notice to be published and mailed; caption. 
 

(a)  Any improvement may be initiated directly by the 
governing body by resolution declaring its intention to make 
improvements.  The resolution shall specify with convenient 
certainty the streets or part thereof proposed to be improved, 
if the improvements are street improvements, the boundaries of 
the proposed assessment district, the character, kind and extent 
of the improvements and if paving is involved, the kinds of 
paving to be used.  The resolution shall specify an estimate of 
the cost of the total improvement project and of each proposed 
assessment unit, if any, and also an estimate of the contract 
price of the total improvement project.  The governing body 
shall not accept any bids or combination of bids which exceed by 
more than ten percent (10%) the estimates of the contract price, 
unless the legal owners of record of all property in the 
district waive this limitation. 
 



(b)  If an improvement will result in a change in existing 
street elevations or grades, it is sufficient if the resolution 
of intention so states without a description, directly or by 
reference, of the extent or location of the change. 
 

(c)  If any part of an improvement is to be paid out of the 
general fund or road fund of the city or town, or out of funds 
available to the city or town from any other source, the 
resolution shall so state. If the improvement is to be 
maintained by the contractor for a specified period, not to 
exceed five (5) years, the resolution shall contain a statement 
to that effect and that the charge for maintenance is to be 
included in the assessment for the improvement. 
 

(d)  The resolution shall fix the time and place, when and 
where the governing body will meet to consider any remonstrances 
and objections to the proposed improvements, and the time within 
which remonstrances and objections must be filed with the city 
or town recorder.  It shall direct the recorder to give a 
fifteen (15) day notice to all legal owners of record of the 
property liable to assessment for the proposed improvements by 
publishing the resolution in one (1) issue of some newspaper 
published in the city or town once a week or more often.  If no 
newspaper is published within the city or town, notice may be 
published in any newspaper of general circulation in the county 
once a week or more often.  In addition to the publication, a 
copy of the resolution of intention shall be mailed, postage 
prepaid, at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, to 
each legal owner of record of the property within the proposed 
district. 
 

(e)  The resolution when published and mailed as a notice 
shall have the following caption: 
 
"Notice to all persons liable to assessment for the improvement 
of (state names of streets or if improvement is not to be 
located in the streets, identify by general character and 
general location). The governing body of the city (city or town) 
on the .... day of .... passed the following resolution of 
intention." 
 
The resolution shall be set forth in full immediately after the 
caption of the notice. 
 

15-6-203.  Protest petitions; requirements for abandonment; 
initiative petitions. 
 



At any time within fifteen (15) days from the publication of the 
resolution of intention, the owners of property situated within 
the proposed assessment district may file with the city clerk 
their written objections to the proposed improvement. If 
protests against the making of the improvements are filed by the 
legal owners of record of more than one-half (1/2) of the area 
of the property subject to assessment therefor, within an 
assessment district, the proposed improvements within that 
district shall be abandoned. No protest will be considered 
unless filed within fifteen (15) days after the publication of 
resolution of intention. If any petition is filed signed by the 
owners of fifty percent (50%) of the property proposed in the 
petition to be assessed for any local improvement, the governing 
body shall proceed with the type of improvement set forth in the 
petition, following the same procedure as though initiated by 
resolution. 
 

15-6-204.  Authority to act and assess; deletions or 
modifications. 
 

(a)  Upon passage and publication of the resolution of 
intention the governing body has jurisdiction and the right to 
pass any and all ordinances and resolutions, to do any and all 
acts necessary to prosecute the improvement to completion and to 
make and levy an assessment to pay for the improvement. 
 

(b)  If no remonstrances are made and filed or if all 
remonstrances filed are overruled by the governing body, it 
shall delete or modify the improvements and delete any property 
to be assessed as it considers proper and shall cause the 
improvements to be begun and prosecuted with reasonable 
diligence until completed. 
 

15-6-205.  Streets; improving intervening parts; objection 
thereto. 
 
If the improvement proposed is to a street, either by grading or 
regrading, paving or repaving, macadamizing or remacadamizing, 
graveling or regraveling, constructing crosswalks, gutters, 
curbs or providing for surface drainage, and not more than two 
(2) blocks remain unimproved in the street between improvements 
either already made or proposed to be made, the governing body 
on its own motion may cause the intervening or unimproved part 
to be improved. The improvement of that part shall not be 
stayed, defeated or prevented by any remonstrance or other 
objection, unless the governing body considers the remonstrance 
or objection proper to stay or prevent the improvement. 



 
15-6-206.  Ordinance ordering improvement; contents. 

 
(a)  Upon the hearing of the resolution of intention, if 

the governing body decides to proceed with the improvement, it 
shall pass an ordinance, which shall recite: 
 

(i)  The passage of the resolution of intention; 
 

(ii)  The date of the hearing; and 
 

(iii)  Whether or not remonstrances were filed and if 
any were filed, the action of the governing body thereon. 
 

(b)  The ordinance shall also: 
 

(i)  Order the improvements; 
 

(ii)  Describe the improvements proposed to be made; 
 

(iii)  Direct the city engineer to prepare plans and 
specifications therefor; and 
 

(iv)  Fix the boundaries of the assessment district, 
which shall include all property to be assessed for the 
improvements. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND CONTRACTS 

 
15-6-301.  General requirements; cooperation with federal 

government. 
 

(a)  Immediately upon the passage of the ordinance, the 
city engineer shall prepare and file with the city clerk, plans 
and specifications which shall show in detail the work to be 
done, the quantities of material to be handled and the estimated 
cost of the improvements.  The governing body shall approve the 
plans and specifications by motion or resolution. 
 

(b)  The improvements may be made under contracts, or as a 
part of a contract, publicly let by the state or any agency 
thereof, or by the city or town in the manner provided in this 
section and W.S. 15-6-302, or the city or town may make the 
improvements with its own equipment, labor and materials, 
without contract, or any combination of methods may be followed.  
If the improvements are to be made by municipal contracts, the 



city clerk shall call for bids by publishing a notice in at 
least one (1) issue of some newspaper published within the city 
or town or within the county in which the city or town is 
located and in such other papers as the governing body may 
provide in the ordinance. 
 

(c)  The improvements may be made with the cooperation and 
assistance of the United States government or any agency or 
subdivision thereof, and the city or town may take advantage of 
any offer from any source to complete the improvements on a 
division of expense or responsibility. 
 

15-6-302.  Call for bids; contents; procedure for awarding 
and executing contracts. 
 

(a)  The notice and call for bids as provided in W.S. 
15-6-301 shall contain in substance the following: 
 

(i)  The streets or parts thereof to be improved if 
the improvements are to be street improvements; 
 

(ii)  The general kind of improvement proposed to be 
made and whether it is to be maintained by the contractor for a 
specified period, but in no event for more than five (5) years; 
 

(iii)  The time within which bids will be received and 
the place where they shall be filed; 
 

(iv)  That a certified or cashier's check or bid bond 
in the sum of five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid must be 
filed with the bid, to be forfeited to the city or town as 
liquidated damages if the bidder is awarded the contract and 
fails to enter into a contract with the city or town within five 
(5) days from the date of his notification; 
 

(v)  The successful bidder shall perform the work and 
furnish a bond guaranteeing the faithful performance of the work 
and a maintenance bond, if required by the governing body, which 
shall be furnished at the time of signing the contract. The 
guarantee and maintenance bond may be a single instrument. 
 

(b)  The bids shall be opened by the governing body and the 
contract or contracts shall be awarded to the bidder or bidders 
who in its opinion are the lowest and best responsible bidders. 
The governing body may reject any and all bids. 
 



(c)  Upon the letting of the contract or contracts to the 
successful bidders, the governing body, by motion or resolution, 
shall order the mayor or clerk, or some other officer of the 
city or town, to execute a written contract or contracts on 
behalf of the city or town with the successful bidders. The 
refusal of any official or officer of the city or town to 
execute the written contract or contracts does not affect the 
validity of the contract or contracts and the governing body may 
order some other city or town official or officer or one (1) of 
its members to execute the written agreement or agreements in 
place of the official or officer refusing to do so. 
 

(d)  All bids and contracts for capital construction 
projects shall be in accord with the Wyoming contractor 
preference laws of title 16, chapter 6. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
ASSESSMENTS AND BONDS GENERALLY 

 
15-6-401.  How grades established or altered; cost. 

 
If the notice provided for in W.S. 15-6-202, is in whole or in 
part to establish or alter a grade, the governing body, after 
the expiration of giving the notice as provided in W.S. 
15-6-202, may establish it by ordinance or resolution. The cost 
of establishing or altering the grade of any streets, highway, 
avenue, road or alley may be paid out of the general funds of 
the city or town or may be specially assessed. 
 

15-6-402.  Assessments; when levied; what to be included 
generally. 
 
If the contract or contracts for any improvements have been 
awarded, or the city or town has determined to construct the 
improvements by the use of its own equipment, labor and 
materials, or any of them, or avail itself of any state or 
federal program contributing to the cost of the improvement, the 
city engineer, either immediately, or at the council's 
discretion upon the completion of the improvements, shall levy 
an assessment upon the property included in the district.  The 
assessment shall include as a part of the cost the contract 
price, or the estimated costs of construction, together with the 
expense of engineering, inspection, advertising, levying and 
collecting assessments and all other charges which the city or 
town may have incurred or expects to incur in making and 
financing the improvements, or the portion of the costs 



designated by the governing body to be defrayed by special 
assessments. 
 

15-6-403.  Assessments; included costs. 
 

(a)  If any authorized local improvement is ordered, there 
shall be included in the cost and expense thereof to be assessed 
against the property specially benefited and included in the 
district created to pay all or any part thereof, the cost of: 
 

(i)  That portion of the improvement included within 
the limits of any street intersection space or spaces; 
 

(ii)  Inspection, tests, materials or work and of all 
engineering and surveying necessary for the improvement done 
under the direction of the city or town engineer; 
 

(iii)  Ascertaining the ownership of the lots or 
parcels of land included in the assessment district; 
 

(iv)  Advertising, mailing and publishing all notices; 
and 
 

(v)  All accounting and clerical labor, books and 
blanks expended or used by the city or town comptroller and the 
city or town treasurer in connection with the improvements. 
 

15-6-404.  Assessments; property included in district; 
methods of computation; combining improvements; ordinances and 
resolutions. 
 

(a)  The assessment district shall include all the property 
benefited by the improvement or improvements as determined by 
the governing body, including municipal and other public 
property, except that of the United States government or any 
agency, instrumentality or corporation thereof in the absence of 
the consent of congress.  If the improvement district includes 
unplatted or undivided land, the distance back from the 
improvement for computing assessments and fixing the assessment 
lien shall be the same as the distance back in the immediately 
adjoining platted area. 
 

(b)  Assessments shall be computed by one (1) or more of 
the following methods: 
 

(i)  Each one-half (1/2) block or fraction thereof 
within the district contiguous to each street, alley, avenue, 



boulevard or parkway in or along which the improvement or 
improvements are to be made shall be divided, irrespective of 
number and location of lots, into three (3) equal subdivisions 
parallel to the street, alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway to 
be improved.  The subdivisions shall be numbered one (1), two 
(2) and three (3) respectively, beginning next to the street, 
alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway.  The total assessment for 
each one-half (1/2) block or fraction thereof abutting on either 
side of each street, alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway to be 
improved, as fixed by the governing body, shall be apportioned 
as follows: 
 

(A)  Subdivision number one (1), sixty percent 
(60%); 
 

(B)  Subdivision number two (2), thirty percent 
(30%); 
 

(C)  Subdivision number three (3), ten percent 
(10%). 
 

(ii)  Each one-half (1/2) block contiguous to each 
street, alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway in or along which 
the improvement or improvements are to be made shall be assessed 
on an area basis, so that the assessment against each piece of 
property assessed shall be in the proportion that the square 
footage of that piece of property bears to the total square 
footage of the assessable property within the one-half (1/2) 
block; 
 

(iii)  Each piece of property abutting on the street, 
alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway in or along which the 
improvement or improvements are to be made shall be assessed on 
a lineal foot basis so that the total assessment against each 
piece of a property shall be in the proportion that the abutting 
lineal footage of that piece of property bears to the total 
abutting lineal footage of the property to be assessed for the 
same improvement or improvements; 
 

(iv)  Each piece of property which the governing body 
reasonably determines to be benefited by the proposed 
improvement, regardless of whether the improvement is located in 
and along a street, alley, avenue, boulevard or parkway, and 
regardless of whether the property lies within the one-half 
(1/2) block abutting the improvement, shall be assessed on an 
area basis, or lineal foot basis, or any other uniform basis so 
that property similarly benefited will be similarly assessed.  



Regardless of the method or methods of computation selected by 
the governing body, and notwithstanding the provisions made for 
computation to the center of the block or within the one-half 
(1/2) block, the assessment may be levied and the assessment 
lien thereby made to attach, upon all of a piece of benefited 
property so as to avoid the imposition of a lien upon a part of 
a subdivided lot or parcel under common ownership and use.  In 
the case of any irregular-shaped or nonuniform block or lot, 
tract, parcel of land or other unit of property to be assessed, 
an appropriate adjustment may be made, so that the assessment 
there against is in proportion to the benefits derived. 
 

(c)  More than one (1) improvement may be combined in a 
single local improvement district when the governing body 
determines that the combination is both efficient and 
economical.  If the combination of improvements are separate and 
distinct by reason of substantial difference in their character 
or location, or otherwise, the estimated costs of each 
improvement shall be segregated for the levy of assessments and 
an equitable share of the incidental costs allocated to each 
improvement.  In the absence of arbitrary or unreasonable abuse 
of discretion, its determination of the portion of the project 
constituting a separate improvement for purposes of segregation 
is conclusive. 
 

(d)  Each city and town may adopt all ordinances and 
resolutions necessary to levy and collect the special assessment 
and providing for the manner of sale, redemption and conveyance 
of lands sold for nonpayment of special assessments. 
 

15-6-405.  Assessments; roll; preparation and filing; 
hearing; notice; action by governing body; objections; 
amendments; certification. 
 

(a)  When an assessment roll for local improvements has 
been prepared, it shall be filed with the clerk of the city or 
town.  The governing body shall then fix a date for hearing upon 
the roll before it and direct the clerk to give notice of the 
time and place of the hearing.  Any person may object to the 
roll in writing and file the objections with the clerk on or 
before the date of the hearing.  At the time and place fixed and 
at such other times to which the hearing may be continued, the 
governing body shall sit as a board of equalization to consider 
the roll.  At the hearing or hearings, the governing body will 
consider the objections or any part thereof, and correct, 
revise, raise, lower, change or modify the roll or any part 
thereof, or set it aside and order that the roll assessments be 



made de novo, in a manner appearing just and equitable, and then 
proceed to confirm the roll by ordinance.  The notice of the 
hearing shall be published at least twice, by two (2) weekly 
publications in a newspaper of general circulation in the city 
or town.  However, at least fifteen (15) days must elapse 
between the date of the first publication and the date fixed for 
the hearing. 
 

(b)  The notice shall also be given by the clerk, or his 
deputy by deposit of the notice, at least fifteen (15) days 
prior to the date fixed for hearing, in the United States mails, 
postage prepaid, as first class mail, addressed to the last 
known owner or owners of each tract being assessed at their last 
known addresses.  In the absence of fraud the failure to mail 
any notice does not invalidate any assessment or any proceedings 
under this chapter.  Any list of names or addresses pertaining 
to any district may be revised from time to time, but it need 
not be revised more frequently than at twelve (12) month 
intervals. Any mailing of notice prescribed by this chapter 
shall be verified by the affidavit or certificate of the person 
mailing the notice, and the verification shall be retained in 
the records of the city or town at least until all assessments 
and bonds pertaining thereto have been paid in full. 
 

(c)  All objections to the roll shall state clearly the 
grounds of objections and unless made within the time and in the 
manner prescribed are conclusively presumed to have been waived.  
If any roll is amended so as to raise any assessments or to 
include omitted property, a new time and place for hearing and a 
new notice of hearing on the amended roll shall be fixed and 
given as in the case of an original hearing. However, if any 
property has been entered originally upon the roll and the 
assessment upon the property has not been raised, no objections 
thereto may be considered by the governing body or by any court 
on appeal, unless they were made in writing at or before the 
date fixed for the original hearing.  When an assessment roll is 
confirmed, it shall be certified to by the city clerk and 
transmitted to the city treasurer for collection. 
 

15-6-406.  Lien created; priority; filing. 
 

(a)  The charge on the respective lots, tracts, parcels of 
land and other property for the purpose of special assessments, 
to pay the cost and expense in whole or in part of any 
improvement authorized in this chapter, when assessed and the 
assessment roll is confirmed by the governing body, shall be a 
lien upon the property assessed from the time the assessment 



roll is placed in the hands of the officer authorized by law to 
collect the assessment. The lien shall be paramount and superior 
to any other lien or encumbrance created before or after, except 
a lien for assessments for general taxes. 
 

(b)  In order to have a valid, enforceable lien under this 
section, a lien statement sworn to before a notarial officer, 
shall be filed by the claimant with the county clerk of the 
county in which the assessment district is located.  The county 
clerk shall file the statement and index by date, name of 
claimant and property owner, and by legal description. The lien 
statement shall contain the following: 
 

(i)  The name and address of the governing body 
seeking to enforce the lien; 
 

(ii)  The name and address of the person against whose 
property the lien is filed; and 
 

(iii)  The legal description of the property to which 
the lien attaches. 
 

(c)  Special assessment rolls approved prior to July 1, 
1989 and still in effect, shall be filed with the county clerk 
of the county in which the district is located. 
 

15-6-407.  Assessments; review of decisions. 
 
The decision of the governing body  may be appealed to the 
district court by filing a written notice of appeal within 
fifteen (15) days from the date of the governing body's 
decision. 
 

15-6-408.  Assessments; when proceedings conclusive; when 
sale enjoinable. 
 

(a)  When any assessment roll for local improvements has 
been confirmed by the governing body, the regularity, validity 
and correctness of the proceedings relating to the improvement 
and to the assessment, including the action of the governing 
body upon the assessment roll and its confirmation, is 
conclusive in all things upon all parties and cannot in any 
manner be contested or questioned in any proceedings by any 
person not filing written objections and not appealing the 
confirmation of the assessment roll in the manner provided. 
 



(b)  No proceeding of any kind may be commenced or 
prosecuted to defeat or contest: 
 

(i)  Any assessment specified in subsection (a) of 
this section; 
 

(ii)  The sale of any property to pay the assessment; 
 

(iii)  Any certificate of delinquency issued therefor; 
 

(iv)  The foreclosure of any lien issued therefor, 
except injunction proceedings to prevent the sale of any real 
estate on the grounds that the property about to be sold does 
not appear upon the assessment roll; or 
 

(v)  That the assessment has been paid. 
 

15-6-409.  Assessments; when paid; interest; penalty; 
collection and enforcement of liens generally. 
 
The city or town, in the ordinance confirming the assessment 
roll, shall prescribe the time within which the assessment or 
installments thereof shall be paid and shall provide for the 
payment and collection of interest thereon at a rate established 
by ordinance.  Assessments or installments thereof, when 
delinquent, in addition to interest, shall bear a penalty of not 
more than five percent (5%) as prescribed by general ordinance.  
Interest and penalty shall be included in and made a part of the 
assessment lien.  All local assessments becoming a lien upon any 
property in any city or town shall be collected by the 
treasurer, and all liens shall be enforced in the manner 
provided.  In cities and towns other than cities of the first 
class, delinquent assessments or delinquent installments thereof 
shall be certified to the treasurer of the county in which the 
city or town is located, and he shall enter them upon the 
general tax rolls and collect them as other general taxes are 
collected.  The county treasurer shall remit to the city 
treasurer on the tenth of each month all sums so collected. 
 

15-6-410.  Assessments; sale of property for delinquency; 
generally. 
 

(a)  If an assessment or any installment thereof is 
delinquent, the city or town, by general ordinance, may provide 
for the sale of property described in the local assessment roll 
for: 
 



(i)  The amount of the delinquent assessment or 
installment, together with penalty and interest accruing to date 
of sale; 
 

(ii)  The costs of the sale; 
 

(iii)  The execution and delivery by the treasurer of 
the city or town of certificates of sale to the purchaser; and 
 

(iv)  The execution by the treasurer of an assessment 
deed to the person entitled. 
 

(b)  The treasurer shall give notice of such sales by 
publishing a notice once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks 
in a newspaper published within the city or town, or if there is 
none, then in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
county.  The notice shall contain a list of all property upon 
which assessments are delinquent with the amount of the 
assessments, interest, penalties and costs to date of sale, 
including the cost of advertising the sale, together with the 
names of the owners of the property, or the words "unknown 
owners," as they appear upon the assessment roll.  The notice 
shall include, in addition to the legal description of the 
property, the street address for the property used by the United 
States postal service when available, or the street address used 
by the county or municipality if available.  The notice shall 
specify the time and place of sale and that the property 
described will be sold to satisfy the assessments, interest, 
penalties and costs due upon it.  All such sales shall be made 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m.  and 4:00 p.m. and shall take 
place at the front door of the building in which the governing 
body holds its sessions.  The sale shall be continued from day 
to day, omitting Sundays and legal holidays, until all the 
property described in the assessment roll on which any 
assessment or installment is delinquent and unpaid is sold.  All 
sales are public, and each lot, tract or parcel of land, or 
other property shall be sold separately in the order in which 
they appear upon the assessment roll. 
 

(c)  All lots, tracts and parcels of land and other 
property sold for delinquent and unpaid local assessments shall 
be sold to the first person at the sale offering to pay the 
amount due on the lot, tract or parcel of land or other 
property.  If there is no bidder for any lot, tract or parcel of 
land, or other property, for a sum sufficient to pay the 
delinquent and unpaid assessment thereon, or installment 
thereof, together with interest, penalty and costs, the 



treasurer shall strike it off to the city or town for the whole 
amount which he is required to collect by the sale.  If any 
bidder to whom any property is stricken off at the sale does not 
pay the assessment, interest, penalty and costs before 10:00 
a.m.  of the day following the sale, the property must then be 
resold, or if the assessment sale is closed, the property is 
deemed to have been sold to the city or town, and a certificate 
of sale shall be issued to the city or town therefor. 
 

(d)  Any city or town may enter into an agreement with any 
person to provide that the person, in case of a sale under this 
section of the lots, tracts or parcels specified in the 
agreement, shall bid an amount at least equal to the sum of the 
total unpaid assessment, including delinquencies, and penalty, 
interest and costs to date of sale for each of the lots, tracts 
or parcels specified in the agreement. 
 

15-6-411.  Assessments; sale of property; statement 
returned. 
 
Within fifteen (15) days after the completion of the sale of all 
property described in the assessment rolls and authorized to be 
sold, the treasurer shall return to the comptroller, or other 
officer by whom the warrant was issued for the sale, a statement 
indicating his action thereon and showing all the property he 
sold, to whom sold and the sums paid for each. 
 

15-6-412.  Assessments; sale of property; certificates; 
private purchaser; contents; city or town; sale. 
 

(a)  After receiving the amount of the assessment, penalty, 
interest, costs and charges, the treasurer shall make out a 
certificate, dated on the day of sale, stating (when known) the 
name of the owner as given on the assessment roll, a description 
of the land or other property sold, the amount paid therefor, 
the name of the purchaser, that it was sold for the assessment, 
giving the names of the streets, or other brief designation of 
the improvement for which the assessment was made, and 
specifying that the purchaser is entitled to a deed two (2) 
years from the date of sale, unless the property is redeemed. 
The certificate shall be signed by the treasurer and delivered 
to the purchaser who shall record it in the county clerk's 
office in the county in which the lands or other property is 
situated within three (3) months from the date thereof.  If not 
recorded within that time, the lien thereof shall be postponed 
to claims of subsequent purchasers and encumbrancers for value 



and in good faith who become purchasers and encumbrancers while 
it is unrecorded. 
 

(b)  The city or town comptroller, if there is one, and if 
not then the city or town clerk, is the custodian of all 
certificates for property sold to the city or town.  At any time 
within two (2) years from the date of a certificate and before 
redemption of the property, he shall sell and transfer any 
certificate to any person who presents to him the treasurer's 
receipt evidencing payment of the amount for which the property 
described was stricken off to the city, with interest 
subsequently accrued to the date of payment. The comptroller or 
clerk, if authorized by the governing body, may sell and 
transfer any certificate in like manner after the expiration of 
two (2) years from the date of the certificate. 
 

15-6-413.  Assessments; fund created; use. 
 
All monies collected by the treasurer upon any assessments under 
this chapter shall be kept as a separate fund to be known as 
"local improvement fund, district no. ....," or by any other 
appropriate designation approved by the governing body.  The 
fund shall be used for the retirement of any obligation or debt 
created in the construction of the improvement. 
 

15-6-414.  Assessments; liability of treasurer for error. 
 
If the treasurer receives any monies for assessments, giving a 
receipt therefor, for any property and afterward returns it as 
unpaid, or receives any money after making the return, and the 
property is sold for assessment which has been so paid and 
receipted for by him, his clerk, assistant or deputy, he and his 
bond are liable to the holder of the certificate given to the 
purchaser at the sale for the amount of the face of the 
certificate and legal interest which shall be demanded within 
two (2) years from the date of sale and recovered in any court 
of competent jurisdiction.  No city or town is liable to the 
holder of any certificate. 
 

15-6-415.  Assessments; record of payment or redemption. 
 
If the amount of any assessment, with interest, penalty, costs 
and charges accrued thereon is paid to the treasurer before the 
sale of any property, he shall mark it paid with the date of 
payment on the assessment roll.  If any property sold for any 
assessments is redeemed, the treasurer shall enter it with the 



date of redemption on the roll.  The records shall be made on 
the margin of the roll opposite the description of the property. 
 

15-6-416.  Assessments; property held in trust; creation 
and discharge thereof. 
 
If any property is bid in by or stricken off to any city or town 
under any proceeding of this chapter, the property shall be held 
in trust by the city or town for the fund of the improvement 
district for which the assessment was levied to the extent of 
the assessment or installment for which the property was sold, 
with penalty, accrued interest and interest on the installment 
to time of next call for bonds or warrants.  The city or town, 
at any time after receiving a deed, may pay the fund the amount 
of the delinquent assessment for which the property was sold and 
all accrued interest and interest to the time of the next call 
for bonds or warrants issued against the assessment fund at the 
rate provided, and thereupon take and hold the property 
discharged of the trust. 
 

15-6-417.  Assessments; property held in trust; sale 
thereof; procedure; notice. 
 

(a)  Any city or town, at any time after the period of 
redemption has expired and deeds have been issued to the city or 
town by virtue of any proceedings under this chapter, may sell 
any such property at public auction to the highest bidder for 
cash.  No bid may be accepted for any amount less than the 
amount set forth in the deed, plus accrued interest to date of 
sale, computed on the assessment for which the property was sold 
from the date of the execution of the deed, and all delinquent 
assessments and taxes against the property with accrued 
interest, penalties, costs and other charges.  The city or town 
shall pay into the fund for which the property was held in trust 
an amount necessary to fully cancel the assessment for which the 
property was sold, together with all interest thereon. 
 

(b)  Any such sale shall be conducted only after notice 
describing the property has been given and stating that the city 
treasurer, on the day specified, will sell the property at the 
front door of the building in which the governing body holds its 
sessions, between the hours of 10:00 a.m.  and 4:00 p.m., and 
continue the sale from day to day, or withdraw the property from 
sale after the first day if he deems that the interests of the 
city or town so require.  The notice shall be published at least 
five (5) times in a daily newspaper published within the city or 
town, or if there is none, then at least twice in any newspaper 



of general circulation in the county. At least fifteen (15) days 
shall elapse between the date of the last publication of the 
notice and the day the property is sold. 
 

15-6-418.  Assessments; redemption of sold property; 
procedure; notice; deed; results therefrom. 
 

(a)  Any property sold for an assessment is subject to 
redemption by the former owner, or his grantee, mortgagee, heir 
or other representative at any time within two (2) years from 
the date of the sale, upon the payment to the treasurer for the 
purchaser of the amount for which the property was sold, with 
interest at the rate of twelve percent (12%) per year, together 
with all taxes and special assessments, interest, penalties, 
costs and other charges thereon paid by the purchaser at or 
since the sale, with like interest thereon.  Unless written 
notice of taxes and assessments subsequently paid, and the 
amount thereof, is deposited with the city or town treasurer, 
property may be redeemed without their inclusion.  On any 
redemption, the treasurer shall give to the redemptioner a 
certificate of redemption and pay over the amount received to 
the purchaser of the certificate of sale or his assigns.  If 
property is not redeemed within the period of two (2) years, the 
treasurer, on demand of the purchaser or his assigns and the 
surrender to him of the certificate of sale, shall execute a 
deed for the property to the purchaser or his assigns.  No deed 
may be executed until the holder of the certificate of sale has 
notified the owners of the property that he holds the 
certificate and that he will demand a deed therefor.  The notice 
shall be given by personal service upon the owners.  If the 
owners are nonresidents of the state or cannot be found within 
the state after diligent search, the notice may be given by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
city or town once a week for three (3) successive weeks.  The 
notice and return thereof, with the affidavit of the person, or 
in case of a city or town, of the comptroller or clerk, claiming 
a deed, showing that service was made, shall be filed with the 
treasurer.  If property is not redeemed within sixty (60) days 
after the date of service, or the date of the first publication 
of the notice, the holder of the certificate of sale is entitled 
to a deed.  The deed shall be executed only for the property 
described in the certificate, and after payment of all 
delinquent taxes and special assessments, or installments and 
certificates of delinquency or other certificates issued for 
special or local assessments, whether levied, assessed or issued 
before or after the issuance of the certificates of sale.  Any 
deed may be issued to any city or town for the face amount of 



the certificate of sale, plus accrued interest, costs, penalties 
and charges, and be held by the city or town subject to the 
liens of general taxes and special assessments. 
 

(b)  The deed shall be: 
 

(i)  Executed in the name of the city or town by which 
the improvement was made and shall recite in substance: 
 

(A)  The matters contained in the certificate of 
sale; 
 

(B)  The notice to the owner; and 
 

(C)  That no redemption has been made of the 
property within the time allowed by law. 
 

(c)  The deed shall be signed and acknowledged by the city 
or town treasurer and is prima facie evidence that: 
 

(i)  The property was assessed according to law; 
 

(ii)  The property was not redeemed; 
 

(iii)  Due notice of demand for deed had been given; 
and 
 

(iv)  The person executing the deed was the proper 
officer. 
 

(d)  The deed is conclusive evidence of the regularity of 
all other proceedings from the assessment, up to and including 
the execution of the deed, and shall convey the entire fee 
simple title to the property described, except as otherwise 
provided for cities and towns, stripped of all liens and claims 
except assessments for local improvements or installments 
thereof not delinquent. 
 

15-6-419.  Assessments; foreclosure action for delinquency. 
 
Any city or town may proceed with the collection or enforcement 
of any delinquent assessment or delinquent installment in an 
action brought in its own name in the district court in the 
county in which the city or town is located.  It is not 
necessary to bring a separate suit for each piece or parcel of 
property delinquent, but all or any part of the property 
delinquent under any single assessment roll or assessment 



district may be proceeded against in the same action.  Any of 
the owners or persons interested in any of the property may be 
joined as parties defendant in the action to foreclose, and any 
liens for delinquent assessments or installments may be 
foreclosed in the proceeding.  The proceeding shall be tried 
before the court without a jury.  In any such proceeding, it is 
sufficient to allege the passage of the ordinance providing for 
the improvement, the making of the improvement, the levying of 
the improvement assessment, the confirmation thereof, the date 
of delinquency of the assessment or installment and that the 
assessment was not paid prior to the delinquency or at all.  The 
assessment roll and confirmatory order or authenticated copies 
are prima facie evidence of the regularity and legality of the 
proceedings connected therewith, and the burden of proof is upon 
the defendants.  In any action where the owners or parties 
interested in any particular lot, tract or parcel of land or 
other property included in the suit suffer a default, the court 
may enter judgment of foreclosure and sale as to those parties 
and property and order execution thereon, and the action may 
proceed as to the remaining defendants and property.  The 
judgment of the court shall specify separately the amount of the 
assessment or installment, with interest, penalty and costs, 
chargeable to the several lots, tracts and parcels of land and 
other property in the proceedings.  The judgment has the effect 
of a separate judgment, and any appeal shall not invalidate or 
delay it except as to the property which is the subject of the 
appeal.  In entering judgment the court shall decree that such 
lots, tracts or parcels of land or other property be sold to 
enforce the judgment and execution shall issue for the 
enforcement of the decree.  Judgment may be entered as to any 
one (1) or more lots, tracts or parcels of land or other 
property involved, and the court may retain jurisdiction of the 
case as to the balance.  All proceedings supplemental to 
judgment, including appeal, order of sale, period of redemption, 
sale and the issuance of deed shall be conducted in accordance 
with the law relating to property sold upon foreclosure of real 
estate mortgages. 
 

15-6-420.  Assessments; enforcement of installment liens. 
 
If the assessment upon property is payable in installments, the 
enforcement of the lien of any installment by any method 
authorized in this chapter does not prevent the enforcement of 
the lien of any subsequent installment when it becomes 
delinquent.  Any city or town may provide by ordinance that upon 
failure to pay any installment when due, the entire assessment 



is due and payable and the collection enforced in the manner 
prescribed. 
 

15-6-421.  Assessments; certificates of delinquency; 
issuance, sale; evidence therefrom; restriction. 
 

(a)  Any city or town, by ordinance, may provide for the 
issuance of certificates of delinquency for any delinquent 
assessment or installment and any penalty and interest thereon 
to date of issuance.  The certificates of delinquency constitute 
a lien against the property upon which assessments were levied.  
They shall bear interest from the date of issuance at the rate 
of twelve percent (12%) per year and may be foreclosed after two 
(2) years from the date of their issuance in the same manner and 
with the same effect as mortgages upon real estate are 
foreclosed. 
 

(b)  The certificates may be: 
 

(i)  Issued to the city or town; 
 

(ii)  Sold to any person applying for them; 
 

(iii)  Assigned in writing, and the city or town may 
sell and assign any certificates issued to it upon the payment, 
in cash of the principal and accrued interest. 
 

(c)  A certificate is prima facie evidence that: 
 

(i)  The land against which it was issued was subject 
to the assessment at the time assessed; 
 

(ii)  The property was assessed as required by law; 
and 
 

(iii)  The assessment or installment was not paid 
prior to the issuance of the certificate. 
 

(d)  No certificate of delinquency may be issued upon any 
property for any assessment or installment during the pendency 
of any proceedings in court affecting the assessment or 
installment thereof. 
 

15-6-422.  Assessments; omitted property; when assessed; 
resolution; notice and hearing; results therefrom. 
 



(a)  If for any reason property otherwise subject to 
assessment has been omitted from the assessment roll, the 
governing body, upon its own motion or upon the application of 
the owner of any property within the assessment district, may 
assess it according to the special benefits accruing to the 
omitted property because of the improvement and in proportion to 
the assessments levied upon other property within the district. 
 

(b)  In any such case, the governing body shall first pass 
a resolution: 
 

(i)  Setting forth that certain described property was 
omitted from the assessment; 
 

(ii)  Notifying all persons who may desire to object 
to appear at a meeting of the governing body at a time specified 
in the resolution; and 
 

(iii)  Directing the proper board, officer or 
authority to report at or prior to the hearing the amount which 
should be borne by each lot, tract or parcel of land or other 
property omitted. 
 

(c)  The resolution shall be mailed and published in the 
manner provided for the giving of notice in W.S. 15-6-202. 
 

(d)  After the hearing, the governing body shall consider 
the matter as though the property had been included upon the 
original roll and may confirm all or any portion thereof by 
ordinance.  The roll of omitted property shall then be certified 
to the treasurer for collection in the same manner as other 
assessments. 
 

15-6-423.  Assessments; fees. 
 
The city or town treasurer shall charge fifty cents ($.50) for 
the issuance of each certificate of sale and each certificate of 
delinquency and one dollar ($1.00) for each deed. 
 

15-6-424.  Assessments; purchaser's lien; interest. 
 
The purchaser at any sale authorized in this chapter acquires a 
lien on the property bid in by him for the amount paid plus all 
taxes and delinquent assessments, or delinquency and all 
interest, penalties, costs and charges he paid thereon whether 
levied before or after the sale for state, county, city or town 
purposes. The purchaser is entitled to interest at the rate of 



twelve percent (12%) per year on the original amount he paid 
from the date of the sale and upon subsequent payments from the 
date of payment of the respective amounts. 
 

15-6-425.  Assessments; general tax certificates subject 
thereto; foreclosure; interest. 
 

(a)  The holder of any certificate of sale or delinquency 
for general taxes, before commencing any action to foreclose the 
lien, shall: 
 

(i)  Pay in full all local assessments or installments 
outstanding against the whole or any portion of the property 
included in the certificate; or 
 

(ii)  Proceed to acquire title to the property subject 
to certain or all local assessment liens thereon, in which case 
the complaint, decree of foreclosure, order of sale, sale, 
certificate of sale and deed shall so state. 
 

(b)  If the holder pays the local assessments, he is 
entitled to twelve percent (12%) interest per year on that 
amount from the date of payment. 
 

(c)  In any action to foreclose a lien for general taxes 
upon any property, a copy of the complaint shall be served on 
the treasurer of the city or town in which the property is 
located within five (5) days after it is filed.  If any property 
is struck off to or bid in by the county at any sale for general 
taxes, and the property is subsequently sold by the county, the 
proceeds of the sale shall first be applied to discharge in full 
the lien or liens for general taxes for which the property was 
sold.  The remaining proceeds, or the amount necessary, shall be 
paid to the city or town to discharge all local assessment liens 
upon the property.  Any surplus shall be distributed among the 
proper county funds. 
 

15-6-426.  Assessments; limitation of actions. 
 
An action to collect any special assessment or installment for 
local improvements of any kind, or to enforce the lien of any 
such assessment or installment, whether brought by a city or 
town or by the holder of any certificate of delinquency, or by 
any other person having the right to bring the action, shall be 
commenced within ten (10) years after the assessment becomes 
delinquent, or within ten (10) years after the last installment 
becomes delinquent. 



 
15-6-427.  Reassessments; when authorized or required; 

property included. 
 

(a)  If any special assessment for local improvements is 
invalid in whole or in part for any reason, the governing body 
may reassess the assessments and enforce their collection in 
accordance with the provisions of law and ordinance existing at 
the time the reassessment is made. If for any reason the amount 
assessed is insufficient to pay the cost and expense of the 
improvement made and enjoyed by the owners of property in the 
assessment district, the governing body shall reassess all 
property in the assessment district to pay for the improvement. 
The assessment shall be made according to the provisions of law 
and ordinance existing at the time of its levy. Any city or town 
may assess or reassess all property which the governing body 
finds to be specially benefited to pay the whole or any portion 
of the cost and expense of any local improvement whether or not 
the property so assessed or reassessed abuts upon, is adjacent 
to, or proximate to the improvement, or was included in the 
original assessment district. The right to assess all property 
found to be specially benefited also applies to any supplemental 
assessment or reassessment which the city or town finds 
necessary to provide for any deficiency in any local improvement 
district fund caused by the invalidity of any portion of the 
original assessment in the improvement district, or if for any 
cause the amount originally assessed is insufficient to pay the 
cost of the improvement. 
 

(b)  If any assessment or reassessment for any local 
improvement is declared void and its enforcement refused by any 
court, or for any cause is set aside, annulled or declared void 
by any court, either directly or by virtue of any decision of 
the court, the governing body shall assess or reassess the 
property which has been or will be benefited by the local 
improvement, based upon its actual cost at the time of its 
completion. 
 

15-6-428.  Reassessments; ordinance; roll; effect of 
contracts or irregularities; limitation; payment. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town shall proceed 
with any assessment authorized by W.S. 15-6-427 by ordinance so 
ordering and directing the preparation of an assessment roll.  
The roll may include any property specially benefited by the 
improvement, whether or not it was included in the original 
assessment district.  When assessed the additional property 



becomes a part of the local improvement district, and all 
payments of assessments shall be paid into the local improvement 
fund to pay for the improvement. 
 

(b)  The fact that the contract has been let or that the 
improvement has been made and computed in whole or in part does 
not prevent the making of the assessment.  The omission, failure 
or neglect of an officer to comply with the provisions of law or 
ordinance of the city or town, as to any matter connected with 
the improvement and the first assessment thereof does not 
invalidate or in any other way affect the making of any 
assessment authorized by W.S. 15-6-427.  However, the assessment 
shall not exceed the actual cost and expense of the improvement, 
together with the accrued interest thereon, and the cost of the 
reassessment.  It is the intent of this chapter to make the cost 
and expense of local improvements payable by the property 
specially benefited thereby, notwithstanding that the 
proceedings of the governing body, board of public works or 
other board, officers or authority of the city or town may be 
found irregular or defective, whether jurisdictional or 
otherwise.  When the assessment is completed, all sums paid on 
the former attempted assessment shall be credited to the 
property for which they were paid. 
 

(c)  If any property within the original local improvement 
district is not affected by any assessment authorized by W.S. 
15-6-427, it need not be entered upon the assessment roll. 
 

(d)  After certification of the roll to the treasurer of 
the city or town for collection, the same time for payment of 
assessments, without the imposition of any penalties or 
interest, and the notice that the assessments are in the hands 
of the treasurer for collection, shall be given as in the case 
of an original assessment.  After delinquency the penalty and 
interest shall be charged as on original assessment.  If the 
original assessment was payable in installments, the new 
assessment, after delinquency, may be divided into equal 
installments and made payable as the governing body may 
prescribe in the ordinance ordering the new assessment. 
 

15-6-429.  Reassessments; assessment provisions applicable. 
 
The provisions of original assessments relating to the filing of 
assessment rolls, the time, place, notice and conduct of 
hearing, the confirmation of the roll, the time when assessments 
become a lien upon the property assessed, the proceedings on 
appeal from any assessment, the method of collecting assessments 



and all proceedings for enforcing the lien shall be conducted in 
the same manner for assessment authorized by W.S. 15-6-427. 
 

15-6-430.  Reassessments or supplemental assessments; time 
limitations; use of fund. 
 

(a)  No city or town shall proceed with any reassessment or 
supplemental assessment unless the ordinance ordering it is 
passed by the governing body within: 
 

(i)  Three (3) years from the time the original 
assessment for the improvement was held to be invalid, 
insufficient or for any cause set aside, in whole or in part, or 
held void or its enforcement denied directly or indirectly by 
the courts; or 
 

(ii)  In the case of supplemental assessments within 
three (3) years from the time it was determined that the total 
amount of the valid assessments levied and assessed on account 
of any improvement was insufficient to pay the whole or that 
portion of the cost and expense to be paid by special 
assessment. 
 

(b)  If the amount collected by assessment is insufficient 
to pay the cost of the improvement, the governing body may 
authorize the payment of the deficit out of the permanent 
improvement fund. 
 

15-6-431.  Bonds; authorization; general requirements; 
signatures; limitation on amount. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town may provide by 
ordinance for the issuance of bonds for the payment of the whole 
or any portion of the cost and expense of any local improvements 
as provided in this chapter. 
 

(b)  The bonds authorized in subsection (a) of this 
section: 
 

(i)  May be issued to the contractor, or be issued and 
sold as otherwise provided; 
 

(ii)  Shall be issued only pursuant to ordinance; 
 

(iii)  By their terms shall be made payable on or 
before a date not more than fifteen (15) years from the date of 
issuance; 



 
(iv)  Shall bear interest as provided in the ordinance 

payable annually or semiannually at a rate not to exceed twelve 
percent (12%); 
 

(v)  Shall be in the denominations provided in the 
ordinance and be numbered in each series consecutively from one 
(1) upwards; 
 

(vi)  May be refunded under W.S. 16-5-101 through 
16-5-119; 
 

(vii)  May be payable in any place within or without 
the state including the office of the state treasurer. 
 

(c)  Each bond shall: 
 

(i)  Have interest coupons attached for each payment; 
 

(ii)  Have the seal of the city or town affixed to it 
and refer to the improvement for which issued and the ordinance 
ordering its issuance; 
 

(iii)  Provide that the principal and interest is 
payable out of the local improvement fund created for the 
payment of the cost and expense of the improvement and not 
otherwise. 
 

(d)  Each bond and coupon shall be signed by the mayor, 
countersigned by the treasurer and attested by the clerk or 
comptroller. Printed facsimile signatures of those officers may 
be used on the coupons. 
 

(e)  No bonds may be issued in any amount in excess of the 
cost and expense of the improvement. 
 

15-6-432.  Bonds; cost assessment; payments; interest. 
 
If any city or town issues bonds to pay the cost and expense of 
any local improvement, the cost and expense shall be assessed 
against the lots, tracts and parcels of land and other property 
liable.  The ordinance levying the assessment shall provide that 
the sum charged against each may be paid during the thirty (30) 
day period as provided in W.S. 15-6-439, unless the legal owners 
of record of all property assessed in the district waive that 
thirty (30) day period.  The ordinance levying the assessment 
shall specify whether the sum remaining unpaid is payable in 



equal annual or semiannual installments for a period of years 
equal to that which the bonds issued to pay for the improvement 
run, with interest upon the whole unpaid sum at a rate fixed by 
ordinance, or in equal level annual or semiannual installments 
of principal and interest thereon at a rate fixed by ordinance 
for a period of years equal to that period for which the bonds 
to pay for the improvements were issued. 
 

15-6-433.  Bonds; action for nonpayment. 
 
If the city or town fails, neglects or refuses to pay the bonds 
or to promptly collect any assessment when due, the owner of any 
bonds may proceed in his own name to collect the assessments and 
foreclose the lien in any court of competent jurisdiction.  The 
bondholder shall recover five percent (5%) in addition to the 
amount and interest thereon, together with the cost of the suit.  
Any number of holders of the bonds for any single improvement 
may join as plaintiffs, and any number of owners of property 
encumbered by the lien may be joined as defendants in the suit. 
 

15-6-434.  Bonds; remedy for nonpayment. 
 
No holder or owner of any bond issued under this chapter has any 
claim against the city or town, except from the special 
assessment made for the improvement for which the bond was 
issued, or from the local improvement fund of the city or town.  
His remedy in case of nonpayment is limited to the enforcement 
of the assessments, or for payment out of the local improvement 
fund.  A copy of this section shall be plainly written, printed 
or engraved on each bond issued. 
 

15-6-435.  Bonds; payment of principal and interest; 
redemption call. 
 
The city or town treasurer shall pay the principal and interest 
on bonds issued out of the respective local improvement funds 
from which they are payable. If there is sufficient money in any 
local improvement fund over the amount required for the payment 
of maturing principal and interest to pay the principal of one 
(1) or more bonds, which are subject to redemption on the next 
interest payment date, the treasurer shall call in and pay those 
bonds in numerical order.  Notice of the call shall be made by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
city or town, or by mail to the holder, if known, not less than 
fifteen (15) days prior to the date of call and shall state that 
bonds no. .... (giving the serial number or numbers of the bonds 



called) will be paid on the call day, and interest on those 
bonds shall cease upon that date. 
 

15-6-436.  Bonds; indebtedness. 
 
The indebtedness created by the issuance of any warrants or 
bonds provided in this chapter is not within the limitation of 
indebtedness of any city or town. 
 

15-6-437.  Bonds; revolving fund authorized; source of 
monies; limitation. 
 
If the governing body determines that improvements constructed 
in any local improvement district confer general benefits on the 
city or town, it may create concurrently a fund to be known as 
the revolving local improvement fund.  In payment for those 
benefits and to meet the financial requirements of the revolving 
fund, the city or town shall advance annually to the credit of 
the fund from the proceeds of city or state gasoline or state 
cigarette license taxes collected or received by it, a sum of 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount of the bonds 
issued for the local improvement district for a period of ten 
(10) years or for the length of time necessary to pay all bonds 
issued, whichever is the shorter.  The fund shall not exceed 
twenty percent (20%) of the outstanding bond obligations of the 
district. 
 

15-6-438.  Bonds; transfer to and between funds. 
 
The city or town shall withdraw annually from the revolving fund 
and deposit in the local improvement district fund sufficient 
money to meet the difference between the principal amount of 
assessments due that year and the amount of assessments actually 
collected that year.  Delinquent assessments shall remain liens 
upon the property assessed, and if they are enforced or 
foreclosed, the proceeds of the sales or other payments 
discharging the delinquencies shall revert to the revolving fund 
in repayment of the amounts advanced.  If there is money in the 
local improvement fund which is not required for the payment of 
any bond or interest of the local improvement fund, and after 
all bonds and interest have been fully paid, the money remaining 
in the local improvement fund, by order of the governing body, 
shall be transferred to the revolving fund for disposition as 
the governing body may determine. 
 

15-6-439.  Payment of assessments; redemption from 
liability; notice; bonds; use of sums. 



 
The owner of any lot, tract or parcel of land or other property 
charged with any assessments may redeem it from all or any 
portion of the liability for the contract price of the 
improvement by paying the entire assessment or any portion 
thereof charged against the lot or parcel of land, without 
interest, within thirty (30) days after notice to him of the 
assessment unless the legal owners of record of all of the 
property assessed in the district have waived this thirty (30) 
day period. Unless the legal owners of record of all property 
assessed in the district waive the thirty (30) day cash payment 
period, the city or town treasurer, as soon as the assessment 
roll has been placed in his hands for collection, shall publish 
the notice in a newspaper of general circulation within the city 
or town. The notice shall be published once a week for two (2) 
consecutive weeks and shall specify that the roll is in his 
hands for collection and that any assessment thereon or any 
portion of any assessment may be paid at any time within thirty 
(30) days from the date of the first publication of the notice 
without penalty, interest or costs. Bonds may be issued prior to 
the expiration of the thirty (30) day period but only if the 
legal owners of all of the property assessed in the district 
have waived the thirty (30) day cash payment period, and bonds 
may be issued at any time after the expiration of the thirty 
(30) day period. The governing body may provide that the owner 
of any lot or parcel of land may redeem it from all liability 
for the unpaid amount of the assessment at any time after the 
thirty (30) days, if applicable, by paying all the installments 
of the assessment remaining unpaid, with interest thereon to the 
date of the maturity of the installment next falling due. If any 
sum is paid as provided in this section, it shall be paid to the 
city treasurer, or to the officer whose duty it is to collect 
the assessments, and all sums so paid shall be applied solely to 
the payment of the cost and expense of the improvements or to 
the redemption of the bonds issued. 
 

15-6-440.  Payment of assessments; installment collection. 
 
Unless the assessment against any parcel is paid within thirty 
(30) days after the notice, or the thirty (30) day period has 
been waived by the legal owners of record of all of the property 
assessed in the district, the assessment shall be collected in 
installments as provided in W.S. 15-6-409 and 15-6-432. Each 
installment is delinquent unless paid when due. 
 

15-6-441.  Assessments and contracts; when valid and 
enforceable. 



 
(a)  If the governing body has made any contract for any 

local improvement or makes any assessment against property 
within any local improvement district and has in making the 
contract or assessment acted in good faith and without fraud, 
the contract and assessment is valid and enforceable, and the 
assessment is a lien upon the property involved. 
 

(b)  No objection to the validity of the contract or 
assessment may be made on the ground that: 
 

(i)  The contract for the improvement was not awarded 
in the manner or at the time required by law; 
 

(ii)  The assessment was made by an unauthorized 
officer or person, if it has been confirmed by the governing 
body; 
 

(iii)  The contract or assessment is based upon a 
front foot basis or upon a basis of benefits to the property 
within the district, unless it appears that the city or town 
authorities acted fraudulently or oppressively in making the 
assessment. 
 

(c)  All assessments made by the city or town authorities 
in good faith are valid, in full force and effect and 
collectible in the manner provided by law for the collection of 
assessments. 
 

15-6-442.  Right of paying joint owner to contribution; 
lien created. 
 
If any local assessment or installment thereof is paid, or any 
certificate of sale redeemed, or any judgment paid by any joint 
owner of any property assessed for any local improvement, the 
joint owner, after demand and refusal, by an action brought in 
the district court, may recover from each of his coowners the 
amounts of the payment which each coowner should bear, with 
interest thereon at ten percent (10%) per year from the date of 
the payments, and the costs of the action. The joint owner 
making payment has a lien upon the undivided interest of his 
coowners in the property from date of payment. 
 

15-6-443.  When paid assessment recoverable. 
 
If any person through error or inadvertence pays any local 
assessment, or installment thereof, upon the lands of another, 



the payor, after demand and refusal, by an action in the 
district court, may recover from the owner of the lands the 
amount paid and costs of the action. 
 

15-6-444.  Correction of mistakes; payment of contractor. 
 

(a)  The governing body, by any subsequent proceedings, 
shall correct any mistakes, errors or irregularities in any of 
the proceedings mentioned in this chapter. 
 

(b)  After any local improvements have been commenced, the 
city or town engineer shall prepare an estimate of the work done 
each month. The governing body shall order the recorder to draw 
a negotiable warrant in favor of the contractor upon the special 
assessment fund for an amount equal to ninety percent (90%) of 
the monthly estimate. The remaining ten percent (10%) shall be 
paid to the contractor upon completion and acceptance of the 
work. The warrants, payable only out of the special assessment 
fund, shall bear interest at the rate  allowed on public 
warrants pursuant to W.S. 9-4-106. 
 

15-6-445.  Governing body; hearing continuance; 
jurisdiction retained. 
 

(a)  The governing body may continue the hearing upon any 
petition, resolution or remonstrance provided for in this 
chapter and shall retain jurisdiction until it is fully disposed 
of. 
 

(b)  The governing body does not lose jurisdiction over the 
making of any improvements, the making of any assessment or the 
issuance of any bonds or any other matter provided for in this 
chapter by reason of any adjournment, delay, error or 
irregularity on the part of any member or any city or town 
officer. 
 

15-6-446.  Extra work; performance; cost; payment. 
 
Extra work in connection with any local improvements not 
particularly provided for in the plans, specifications, 
estimates, bids and contracts shall be performed by the 
contractor at the direction of the city engineer at a cost of 
labor and materials plus fifteen percent (15%) for 
superintendence. The amount shall be included in the assessment 
for the improvement or be paid out of the general or road funds 
of the city or town in the discretion of the governing body. 
 



15-6-447.  Property description; proportional payment; 
notice to purchasers. 
 
It is sufficient in any case to describe the lot or piece of 
ground as it is platted or recorded, or described in any 
official record, although it belongs to several persons.  The 
owner of any part may pay his proportion of the tax as 
determined by the city treasurer.  Any purchaser, assignee or 
transferee of any property subject to assessment in any 
improvement district, after the publication of the notice of 
intention to create the improvement district, is held to notice 
thereof and of all proceedings with reference thereto the same 
as owners of the property at the time of the notice or 
proceedings. 
 

15-6-448.  Work on railways and streets along railways. 
 

(a)  All railway and street railway companies shall make or 
reconstruct all or those portions of all paving, graveling or 
macadamizing between the rails of their tracks and one (1) foot 
outside thereof at their own expense as the city or town may 
require. The improvement or the reconstruction shall be of the 
material and character ordered by the city or town and shall be 
done at the same time that the rest of the improvement is made 
or reconstructed. No work on the improvement along the railway 
or street railway may be permitted to delay or interfere with 
the work of the general improvement of the street, and no use 
may be made of that portion of the railway or street railway, 
without the written permission of the city engineer, during the 
progress of the work or until the improvement is safe for use 
and open for traffic by the city engineer. 
 

(b)  When the improvement is being constructed or 
reconstructed the companies shall lay, in the best approved 
manner, such rails as the governing body may require. The 
companies shall keep and maintain the paving, graveling and 
macadamizing between their rails and one (1) foot outside 
thereof and the rails up to the surface grade of the improved 
street, according to the plans and survey of the city therefor 
and all in good repair, using the same material as is used for 
the original improvement or such other material as the governing 
body may order. When the improvement of any street is being 
constructed or reconstructed the companies shall raise or lower 
their tracks and rails to conform to the grade established by 
the city or town for the improvement. If any railway or street 
railway company fails or refuses to comply with an order, 
resolution or ordinance of the governing body to make, 



reconstruct, maintain or repair an improvement, the work may be 
done by the city and the cost and expense thereof shall be 
assessed against the company and upon its real estate and 
personal property within the corporate limits of the city or 
town and the franchise granted to the company in the manner 
provided for the assessment of the cost against other property. 
The assessment may be collected in the manner provided for other 
assessments or in a direct proceeding in the district court. If 
the cost of any part of the improvement of any street is charged 
against any railway or street railway company or its property, 
plans and specifications for that part of the improvement shall 
be included in the plans and specifications filed by the city 
engineer for the improvement of the other portions of the 
street. The bids therefor shall be called for by the city or 
town in connection with the bids for the remainder of the 
improvement and received showing the cost per square yard 
separately from the cost per square yard of the other portions 
of the improvement. If done by the city or town, the cost shall 
be determined separately from the cost of the other portions of 
the improvement. At any time after the advertisement for bids 
for graveling, macadamizing or paving of any street or streets 
occupied by any railway or street railway, they shall file with 
the governing body a statement indicating whether they refuse to 
construct or reconstruct the improvement or whether they desire 
the city or town to do the improving and charge the cost against 
the company. The instrument shall be filed not more than three 
(3) days after the opening of the bids for the work, and if the 
instrument is not filed within that time, it is deemed a refusal 
to do the improving themselves and a request for the city or 
town to construct it and assess the cost to the company. Special 
improvement warrants or bonds may be issued for the construction 
or reconstruction or maintenance of an improvement, the cost of 
which is assessed to the company. 
 

(c)  If any tracks or rails of any railway or street 
railway are laid or relaid upon any street or streets improved 
by paving, graveling or macadamizing, the company shall do the 
work under the supervision of the city engineer and in such a 
manner as to injure the improvement as little as possible and 
shall reconstruct those portions removed or injured by them so 
that the street is left in as good a condition as it was prior 
to commencing the laying or relaying of tracks or rails. 
 

(d)  Railway or street railway companies as used in this 
section include the owner or owners of any railway or street 
railway whether persons or corporations. 
 



ARTICLE 5 
SIDEWALKS 

 
15-6-501.  Contracts for construction. 

 
Any first class city or any town having a population of four 
thousand (4,000) or more may provide by ordinance for letting to 
the lowest responsible bidder for any period not exceeding one 
(1) year, as prescribed by the ordinance, a contract for the 
construction, in accordance with specifications prepared by the 
city engineer and approved by the governing body, of all cement 
or concrete sidewalks which the governing body may order 
constructed during the term of the contract. The proposed 
ordinance shall be published at least two (2) times in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the city or town, and 
written notice thereof shall be served in the manner provided by 
Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure upon the owner or owners of 
property abutting the sidewalks which have then been ordered and 
which are then proposed to be ordered to be constructed. The 
first publication of the ordinance shall be made and written 
notices served not less than thirty (30) days before the date 
for hearing objections. Any owner of any lot or parcel of land 
or property to be assessed for the cost of construction of the 
sidewalks then ordered or proposed to be ordered to be 
constructed may appear in person or by counsel at the hearing 
and show cause, if any, why the sidewalks should not be 
constructed. If objections are made to the construction of the 
sidewalks by the owners or agents representing more than 
one-half (1/2) of the total number of lineal feet frontage of 
all property which would be assessed to defray the cost of the 
sidewalks, the sidewalks shall not be constructed. The 
contractor shall give bond for the performance of his contract 
as required by the ordinance. The ordinance shall provide that 
upon ordering the construction of any such sidewalk the city 
engineer or the street commissioner shall immediately give 
written notice thereof, served personally on the owner or 
owners, or agents of the abutting property, or by publication 
once a week for a period of four (4) weeks in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the city or town, fully describing 
the termini, course, width and character of the walk ordered. 
The notice shall provide for a period of thirty (30) days during 
which parties so desiring may construct the walk abutting their 
property, and that all the walks so ordered remaining unbuilt at 
the expiration of the thirty (30) days from the date of service, 
or of the first publication, shall be constructed by the 
contractor. The ordinance shall also provide that at the 
expiration of the thirty (30) days the city engineer or the 



street commissioner shall notify the contractor to build the 
portions of the sidewalk ordered that have not been built. The 
contractor shall construct the sidewalk in accordance with the 
ordinance and his contract within sixty (60) days after he is so 
notified. 
 

15-6-502.  Assessment; costs included; property affected. 
 
The total cost of all sidewalks constructed by the city 
contractor under this article, which includes that of the 
sidewalk proper as well as that of any notice, curbing, grading, 
handrailing, private crossing and all other necessary expenses, 
shall be assessed by the governing body by motion, resolution or 
ordinance as a special assessment against the property in front 
of which the sidewalk is built. The property occupying street 
corners shall be assessed for that part of the sidewalk thereon 
which is within the street intersection. 
 

15-6-503.  Assessment; when payable; warrants; collection; 
interest; treasurer's duties. 
 

(a)  All costs and expenses of building any sidewalk under 
this article shall be defrayed by special assessment payable in 
installments and extending over a period of four (4) years. The 
governing body may issue special improvement warrants for the 
installments and levy assessments to pay them. The assessments 
shall be collected as other city taxes. 
 

(b)  Special improvement warrants shall bear interest at 
the rate allowed on public warrants pursuant to W.S. 9-4-106. 
 

(c)  The city treasurer shall receive payment in full and 
give receipts for the entire special assessment of this 
character on any property with interest to the date of payment 
when tendered by the owner or agent. Upon receipt of any entire 
payment the city treasurer shall give notice thereof in writing 
to the proper tax authorities. 
 

15-6-504.  Other provisions applicable. 
 
Any city or town authorized by this article may proceed in the 
matter of sidewalk construction either under this article or 
under the provisions of law already in force in regard to 
sidewalk construction, or partly under the provisions of this 
article and partly under the older provisions of law. It is the 
intention of this article to supplement but not to supersede or 



otherwise affect other provisions of law with regard to powers 
of first class cities in relation to sidewalks. 
 

ARTICLE 6 
LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

 
15-6-601.  Authorization; installation and maintenance 

costs. 
 
The governing body of any city or town having a population of 
more than eight thousand (8,000) may create lighting districts 
in the business portions thereof embracing any street or avenue 
or portion thereof and abutting property and require the cost of 
installing the system to be paid by the owners of the property 
abutting upon a street or avenue within the district, including 
any street or other railway therein, and assess and collect the 
cost of the installation by special assessment against that 
property. The cost of maintenance of the lighting system shall 
be paid by the city or town at large. 
 

15-6-602.  Assessments; proportion; limitation. 
 

(a)  The entire cost of erecting and maintaining the posts 
shall be borne by the owners of property which abuts upon a 
street or avenue within the district. Each parcel of land so 
abutting shall be assessed in the proportion which the street 
frontage of the parcel bears to the street frontage of the 
entire district. 
 

(b)  The owner of any street or other railway upon a street 
or avenue within the district shall be assessed for not more 
than one-sixth (1/6) of the entire cost and expense of the 
installation as the governing body determines. 
 

15-6-603.  Creation; contents of resolution; notice; 
hearing; installation and maintenance of posts. 
 

(a)  If the governing body desires to create a special 
lighting district, it shall propose a resolution designating the 
number of the district and describing its boundaries. The 
resolution shall state the: 
 

(i)  Character and number of posts to be erected; 
 

(ii)  Character of the lights to be maintained; 
 

(iii)  Estimate of the cost of posts and erection; 



 
(iv)  Proportion of the cost to be assessed against 

abutting property, including a street or other railway; and 
 

(v)  Time the governing body will hear objections to 
the final adoption of the resolution. 
 

(b)  The proposed resolution shall be published at least 
five (5) times in a daily newspaper of general circulation 
within the city or town, or in a weekly newspaper in four (4) 
issues, and written notice thereof shall be served upon the 
owner or owners, or agents of the abutting property. The first 
publication of the resolution shall be made and the written 
notices served not less than thirty (30) days before the date 
set for hearing objections. 
 

(c)  Any owner or agent of any lot or parcel of land or 
property to be assessed within the district may appear in person 
or by counsel at the hearing and show cause, if any, why the 
district should not be created and lights installed and 
maintained as provided in this article. If objections are made 
to the creation of the district by owners or agents representing 
more than one-half (1/2) of the total number of lineal feet 
frontage of all the property which would be assessed to defray 
the cost of the installation, the district shall not be created. 
Not less than six (6) months thereafter a resolution for the 
same or similar purpose covering the same territory may again be 
considered after notice and proceedings as provided for 
consideration of the original resolution. If sufficient 
objections are not made, a majority of members of the governing 
body voting in its favor shall adopt the resolution. 
 

(d)  The governing body, by contract, may procure and erect 
the posts required for the maintenance of the lights or require 
the street commissioner or other official of the city or town to 
do so in the manner in which the governing body provides. When 
the posts have been installed the governing body shall provide 
for the maintenance of the lights and pay the expense of the 
maintenance. All posts shall be of uniform size and character 
and be distributed uniformly upon the street or avenue or 
section thereof to be lighted. 
 

15-6-604.  Creation; assessment; contents; notice, hearing 
and objections; final resolution. 
 

(a)  The governing body shall estimate the cost of erecting 
and furnishing the posts and on or before the first Monday in 



November of each year adopt a resolution levying and assessing 
all of the property embraced within the district with the entire 
cost of installing the lighting system.  Each lot or parcel of 
land in the district shall be assessed for that part of the 
whole cost of the installation which its linear feet bordering 
the street, avenue or alley, bear to the total number of lineal 
feet abutting the streets, avenues or alleys included within the 
special district, and levying and assessing against any street 
or other railway upon a street or avenue or portion thereof 
included in the lighting district not to exceed one-sixth (1/6) 
of the total cost of installing the lighting system, as 
determined by the governing body.  The resolution shall contain 
a list describing each lot or parcel of land, any street or 
other railway with the name of the owner thereof, if known, the 
linear number of feet fronting or abutting upon the street or 
avenue to be lighted or otherwise assessable and the amount 
levied thereon.  The resolution shall be signed by the mayor and 
city clerk and kept on file in the clerk's office. 
 

(b)  A notice signed by the city clerk stating that the 
resolution levying the assessment to defray the cost of 
installing the lighting system is on file in his office, subject 
to inspection for a period of five (5) days, shall be published 
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
city or town, and written notice thereof shall be served upon 
the owner or owners or agents of the abutting property.  The 
notice shall state the time and place at which the governing 
body will hear objections to the final adoption of the 
resolution.  The hearing shall not be less than five (5) days 
after publication of the notice. 
 

(c)  At the time fixed, the governing body shall meet and 
hear all objections, and for that purpose may adjourn from day 
to day and may modify the resolution in whole or in part.  A 
copy of the resolution as finally adopted and certified by the 
clerk must be delivered within two (2) days after its passage to 
the city treasurer.  The treasurer, within five (5) days after 
the receipt thereof, by written notice, mailed or otherwise 
delivered, shall notify each owner of the property assessed of 
the amount of assessment, the purpose for which the levy is 
made, the tax against each lot or parcel of land and the date it 
becomes delinquent. 
 

15-6-605.  Manner of maintaining and paying. 
 
The lighting system in each district shall be maintained at the 
expense of the city or town by contract in the manner in which 



the governing body provides, and the cost thereof shall be paid 
out of the fund which the governing body designates. 
 

15-6-606.  Lien; creation; enforcement; when vitiated. 
 

(a)  Any special assessment levied together with all costs 
and penalties constitute a lien upon the property assessed from 
the date of the final passage of the resolution levying the 
assessment. The lien may be enforced as provided by law for the 
enforcement of other liens. 
 

(b)  No mistake in the description of the property or the 
name of the owner vitiates the liens unless it is impossible to 
identify the property from the description. 
 

15-6-607.  Existing remedies applicable. 
 
All remedies, provisions and means provided by existing laws or 
by the ordinances of any city or town availing itself of the 
provisions of this article, for the correction of errors or 
omissions in the adoption of any resolution or proceeding, or in 
the levy of any assessment, or its collection, or for the 
enforcement of any levy by sale of the property against which 
any assessment is made, or for the redemption of property from 
sale, or otherwise applicable to the administration of this 
article are available the same as if they were made a part of 
this article. 
 

15-6-608.  Posts already installed. 
 
If before the creation of any lighting district, posts 
conforming in size, character and location to the governing 
body's requirements have been installed at the expense of any 
owners of property therein, the governing body may adopt those 
posts and out of the funds raised to defray the cost of 
obtaining and installing posts for the district, may pay the 
owners of the posts so adopted. 
 

15-6-609.  Discontinuation. 
 
If at any time after the creation of any special lighting 
district, a petition is presented to the governing body, signed 
by the owners or agents of more than one-half (1/2) of the total 
number of linear feet of the property fronting or abutting upon 
any street or avenue or portion thereof included within the 
district, asking that the district be discontinued, the 
governing body, by resolution, shall provide for discontinuing 



the maintenance and operation of the lighting system. However, 
if the governing body, prior to the presentation of the 
petition, has entered into any contract for the maintenance and 
operation of the system, it shall not be discontinued until the 
contract expires. 
 

CHAPTER 7 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 

 
ARTICLE 1 
IN GENERAL 

 
15-7-101.  Purposes. 

 
(a)  In addition to all other powers provided by law, any 

city or town may make public improvements as follows for which 
bonds may be issued to the contractor or be sold as provided in 
this chapter to: 
 

(i)  Pave any street or streets in front of or 
adjacent to any public hospital or institution within the city 
or town; 
 

(ii)  Establish, construct, purchase, extend, maintain 
and regulate a system of water works, for the purpose of 
supplying water for extinguishing fires and for domestic, 
manufacturing and other purposes. To carry out this power, or to 
prevent pollution or injury to the streams, springs or source of 
supply of its water works, ditches or reservoirs, any city or 
town may go beyond its corporate limits and take, hold and 
acquire property by purchase or otherwise and may take and 
condemn all necessary land and property. Jurisdiction of a city 
or town shall extend up and along the stream or source of supply 
for the entire distance occupied by such water works, ditches or 
reservoirs. Cities or towns may enact ordinances and make all 
necessary rules and regulations for the government and 
protection of their water works, ditches and reservoirs, and fix 
water rates and provide for their collection. All water rent 
collected except the amount required to pay the expense of 
maintaining, extending and improving the water works, shall 
become a part of the water bond fund, and be applied only to the 
payment of the principal and interest of the bonds issued for 
the construction, purchase, maintaining or extension of the 
water works; 
 

(iii)  Take any action necessary to establish, 
purchase, extend, maintain and regulate a water system for 



supplying water to its inhabitants and for any other public 
purposes, including: 
 

(A)  Condemnation of property; 
 

(B)  Prescribing and regulating of rates for the 
use of water; and 
 

(C)  Enacting ordinances for their enforcement 
and collection. 
 

(iv)  Establish, construct, purchase, extend, maintain 
and regulate a system of sewerage; 
 

(v)  Establish, maintain and regulate electric light 
plants and electric power plants to supply the inhabitants with 
electric lights and power, to light the streets, highways and 
public buildings, and supply power for water works and other 
municipally owned works and utilities; 
 

(vi)  Establish, construct, purchase or extend 
electric transmission lines or electric power lines, to carry 
electric current to the city or town, from the place the current 
is obtained; 
 

(vii)  Establish, construct, purchase or extend 
propane, butane and natural gas distribution systems or lines 
and to carry propane, butane and natural gas to the city or 
town, from the place of origin or where the propane, butane or 
natural gas is obtained; 
 

(viii)  Erect, construct or purchase buildings for 
housing its fire extinguishing equipment and for the use of its 
fire department and officers in the transaction of their 
official business; 
 

(ix)  Contract for, purchase and hold lands and water 
rights and erect thereon amusement halls and buildings to be 
used for public parks and grounds for the use, benefit and 
enjoyment of the public, and: 
 

(A)  Enact ordinances, and make all necessary 
rules and regulations for the protection, maintenance and 
beautification of any park located within or without the limits 
of the city or town; 
 



(B)  Establish, purchase and hold parks on lands 
outside the corporate limits, if the lands are within thirty 
(30) miles of the city or town limits. 
 

(x)  Designate, establish, construct, purchase, 
extend, maintain and regulate arterial streets and highways, 
highway viaducts and subways within the corporate limits of the 
city or town; 
 

(xi)  Plan, create, construct and equip liquid and 
solid waste facilities. To carry out this power or to prevent 
pollution or injury to the environment, any city or town may go 
beyond its corporate limits and take, hold and acquire property 
by purchase or otherwise, or in joint effort with cities, towns, 
counties or special districts. Cities or towns may enact 
ordinances and make all necessary rules and regulations for the 
government and protection of liquid and solid waste disposal 
facilities, and fix rates and provide for collection and 
disposal; 
 

(xii)  Establish and defray the cost of purchasing 
land for, and the erection of a city library or additions to 
existing city libraries, or to establish art galleries or 
museums; 
 

(xiii)  Establish and defray the cost of purchasing 
land for, and the construction of swimming pools, wading pools 
and other related recreational facilities; 
 

(xiv)  Take any action necessary to acquire any needed 
or useful property, or construct, maintain, repair or replace 
any lawful improvement, development, project or other activity 
of any kind or to participate, join or cooperate with other 
governments or political subdivisions, departments or agencies 
thereof, for which funds may be borrowed from the United States 
of America or the state of Wyoming, or any subdivision, 
department or agency of either; 
 

(xv)  Construct, extend, improve, furnish, equip or 
otherwise acquire a city or town hall complex, including 
buildings and other structures for the use of city or town 
officers or employees in the transaction of their official 
business, for community meeting rooms, and for all other 
municipal or other public purpose activities; 
 

(xvi)  Plan, create, construct and equip a fiber optic 
communications system. 



 
15-7-102.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds; generally; 

sewerage systems; elections. 
 

(a)  A city or town may borrow money and issue bonds in 
either coupon or registered form to any amount not exceeding the 
limitation provided in W.S. 15-7-109 for the purposes enumerated 
in this article. The amount of bonds may be any multiple of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00), as provided in the ordinance 
authorizing their issuance, and shall bear interest payable 
annually or semiannually at a rate, at a place and in the manner 
as the ordinance provides. The bonds may be redeemed before 
maturity at a time or times and in a manner as the governing 
body determines, and payable in not more than thirty (30) years 
after the date of their issuance, or payable serially at times 
in regular numerical order at annual or other designated 
intervals in any amounts designated and fixed by the governing 
body. However bonds issued by a city or town to establish, 
construct, purchase or extend a system of sewerage may mature 
and be payable at any time not more than forty (40) years from 
their date or the estimated life of the improvement whichever is 
shorter. 
 

(b)  No bonds may be issued for the purposes provided in 
this article until the proposition to issue them has been 
submitted to and approved by the qualified electors of the city 
or town at an election which shall be called, conducted, 
canvassed and returned in the manner provided for bond elections 
by the Political Subdivision Bond Election Law, W.S. 22-21-101 
through 22-21-112. 
 

(c)  Notwithstanding any provision of W.S. 22-21-101 
through 22-21-112, for purposes of this section, where repayment 
of funds borrowed from the United States of America or from the 
state of Wyoming, or from any subdivision, agency or department 
of either, is to be made solely from revenues generated by the 
enterprise with which the financed public improvement project is 
associated and where security for the loan is restricted to a 
claim on the revenues generated from the enterprise with which 
the proposed public improvement project is associated and to the 
assets of that enterprise, any document evidencing the agreement 
to repay the borrowed funds shall not be considered a bond and 
no election shall be required. 
 

15-7-103.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds; recreational 
facilities. 
 



A city or town may borrow money and issue coupon bonds in an 
amount which, together with the municipal indebtedness, but not 
including sewerage, water supply and school bonds, does not 
exceed four percent (4%) of the assessed valuation of the city 
or town to acquire, lease, purchase, equip, construct, develop, 
improve or enlarge public recreational facilities.  The bonds 
shall be in the denomination of one hundred dollars ($100.00), 
or multiples thereof and bear interest payable semiannually at a 
rate, at a place and in the manner the governing body provides.  
The bonds shall be in a serial form with last maturity not more 
than twenty (20) years after the date of issue and are 
redeemable at the option of the city or town at a time to be 
designated by the governing body as provided in W.S. 16-5-302. 
 

15-7-104.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds; fire 
prevention. 
 
A city or town may borrow money and issue the coupon bonds in an 
amount not exceeding at one (1) time, four percent (4%) of the 
assessed valuation of the city or town to acquire and purchase 
supplies, equipment and apparatus for fire prevention and 
control and to erect, construct or purchase buildings for 
housing its fire extinguishing equipment and for the use of its 
fire department in the transaction of its official business.  
The bonds shall bear interest payable semiannually, be of the 
denomination and be payable at a rate, at a place and in the 
manner the governing body provides.  The bonds shall be 
redeemable after ten (10) years and payable in not more than 
thirty (30) years after the time they are issued or payable 
serially, as provided in W.S. 16-5-302. 
 

15-7-105.  Bonds; endorsed certificate; registration book. 
 

(a)  The clerk of the city or town shall endorse a 
certificate upon every bond or evidence of debt issued, stating 
that it is within the lawful debt limit of the city or town and 
is issued according to law. He shall sign the certificate in his 
official character. 
 

(b)  The city or town treasurer shall keep a book in which 
shall be registered all bonds issued, showing the number of the 
bond, the date of issue, to whom issued, the amount, date of 
redemption and payment of interest. The book shall be open to 
all persons for examination in accordance with W.S. 16-4-202. 
 

15-7-106.  Bonds; notice; receiving bids; exception; 
limitation; private sale. 



 
(a)  After any bonds to be issued for any of the purposes 

set forth in this article, other than special improvement bonds, 
have been approved by a vote of the people, the governing body 
shall give notice by advertisement for three (3) consecutive 
weeks in a newspaper published in the city or town, if there is 
one, and if not, then in some newspaper of general circulation 
in the city or town, and in any newspaper published in other 
places as may be deemed expedient. The notice shall state that 
the city or town will receive bids for the sale of the bonds and 
shall give the time and place where bids will be received and 
opened.  No bonds may be sold for less than their par value. 
 

(b)  Bonds issued by a city or town to establish, 
construct, purchase or extend a system of sewerage may be sold 
to the state of Wyoming or the United States of America at a 
private sale, without advertisement, for not less than par and 
accrued interest. 
 

15-7-107.  Bonds; tax; interest; sinking fund; redemption. 
 
A tax to be fixed by ordinance shall be levied each year to pay 
the interest on the bonds and to create a sinking fund for their 
redemption.  The money that may be on hand at any time belonging 
to the sinking fund, until there are bonds redeemable, may be 
loaned or invested by the governing body in any public 
securities of the state, any subdivision thereof, or of the 
United States, and the interest that accrues shall be added to 
the sinking fund.  If at any time after ten (10) years from the 
issue of the bonds the sum in the sinking fund equals or exceeds 
five hundred dollars ($500.00), and from time to time thereafter 
when it accrues, the city or town treasurer shall publish a 
notice in a newspaper in the city or town that, thirty (30) days 
from the date of the notice, he will redeem the amount of bonds 
then payable, giving their number and giving preference to the 
oldest issue.  If at the expiration of thirty (30) days the 
holder of those bonds fails to present them for payment, the 
interest thereon ceases, but the treasurer shall redeem them on 
presentation.  A copy of the notice shall be sent to the bank 
designated as the place of payment of the interest on the bonds. 
 

15-7-108.  Bonds; cancellation. 
 
The city or town treasurer shall, as soon as the coupons of 
bonds are paid, cause the word "paid" to be cut into them, and 
when the bonds are paid cause the word "paid" to be cut in the 
body of the bond. 



 
15-7-109.  Limitations on indebtedness; exceptions. 

 
No debt in excess of the taxes for the current year may be 
created by any city or town, except local improvements as 
provided by law, unless the proposition to create the debt is 
approved by a vote of the people. No city or town may create any 
indebtedness exceeding four percent (4%) of the assessed 
valuation of the taxable property except an additional 
indebtedness not exceeding four percent (4%) of the assessed 
valuation of the property may be created to build and construct 
sewerage systems. This limitation does not apply to the 
construction, establishing, extending and maintaining of water 
works and supplying water for the use of the city or town and 
its inhabitants. 
 

15-7-110.  Custody of funds. 
 
The city or town treasurer is the custodian of all monies 
arising from the sale of bonds issued pursuant to this chapter. 
He shall give any additional bond or bonds as the governing body 
requires for safekeeping and disbursing of all such funds. 
 

15-7-111.  Bonds for municipal improvements; exception; 
procedure. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may issue and sell revenue bonds for 
the purpose of creating, purchasing, leasing, constructing, 
maintaining, expanding or improving the following types of 
municipal improvements: 
 

(i)  Municipal auditoriums or community meeting 
facilities; 
 

(ii)  Land, equipment, municipal incinerators and 
other necessary improvements and facilities to be used for or in 
conjunction with municipal solid waste management systems; 
 

(iii)  Municipally operated recreational facilities of 
a type for which a charge is or may be made to the general 
public and because of the charge they are or may be 
self-liquidating in nature; 
 

(iv)  Municipally owned and operated propane, butane 
and natural gas distribution systems and lines, except no 
revenue bonds shall be issued or sold for the purpose of 



purchasing or in any manner acquiring the ownership of an 
existing natural gas distribution system or lines; 
 

(v)  Electrical systems and any facilities located 
within or without the state for the generation, transmission or 
distribution of electrical energy, provided that this paragraph 
shall only apply to those municipalities that owned their 
electrical systems prior to March 1, 1975.  No revenue bonds 
shall be issued or sold for the purpose of purchasing or in any 
manner acquiring the ownership of an existing electrical system. 
 

(b)  Any city or town desiring to issue revenue bonds shall 
adopt and follow the procedure prescribed for the issuance by 
municipalities of revenue bonds for sewerage systems. 
 

15-7-112.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds for airports; 
generally. 
 
In addition to all other powers, a city or town may borrow money 
and issue coupon bonds in an amount not exceeding, at one (1) 
time, four percent (4%) of the assessed valuation of the city or 
town to acquire, lease, purchase, equip, develop, improve or 
enlarge municipal airports, landing fields or other air 
navigation facilities.  The bonds shall be of the denomination 
of five hundred dollars ($500.00), or multiples thereof, and 
bear interest at a rate payable semiannually, at the place and 
in the manner provided by the governing body.  The bonds shall 
be in serial form with last maturity not more than thirty (30) 
years after the date of issue.  The bonds are redeemable at a 
time designated by the governing body as provided in W.S. 
16-5-302. 
 

15-7-113.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds for airports; 
notice; receiving bids. 
 
If a majority of the votes are "for the bonds," the governing 
body shall publish a notice in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city or town, and any other newspapers 
published in other places as deemed expedient, to the effect 
that the city or town will receive bids for the sale of the 
bonds and stating the time and place where bids will be received 
and opened. 
 

15-7-114.  Borrowing and issuance of bonds for airports; 
tax; payment; cancellation. 
 



(a)  A tax to be fixed by ordinance shall be levied for 
each year to pay the interest and principal of the bonds as they 
become due and payable. 
 

(b)  If any bonds or coupons are paid, the treasurer shall 
cause the word "paid" to be cut in them and otherwise cancel the 
bonds and coupons so paid. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
ELECTRIC CURRENT 

 
15-7-201.  Supplying consumers outside corporate limits. 

 
Any city or town which may acquire or construct an electric 
light or power plant may supply electric current to persons, 
corporations and municipal corporations outside the corporate 
limits and enter into the necessary contracts upon the terms and 
under any rules and regulations as agreed upon by the parties. 
 

15-7-202.  Joint board; agreement; purpose; powers; 
prohibition. 
 

(a)  Two (2) or more cities or towns may enter into an 
agreement pursuant to W.S. 16-1-102 through 16-1-109 for a joint 
powers board to supply their need for electric power.  The joint 
powers board may expand, finance or operate electrical systems 
owned by municipalities prior to March 1, 1975, and construct 
and operate any facilities located within or without the state 
for the generation or transmission of electrical energy to 
supply those electrical systems. No loans under W.S. 16-1-109 
shall be granted for facilities to be constructed or operated 
outside the state. 
 

(b)  The joint powers board may acquire a percentage 
undivided interest as a tenant in common with any other public 
or private entities in any such facility and may designate one 
(1) of the other participating entities as its agent, or may act 
as agent for any other participating entity in connection with 
the planning, acquisition, construction or operation of any such 
facility. 
 

15-7-203.  Existing contracts ratified. 
 
Any contracts entered into by any city or town for supplying 
electric current outside its corporate limits are ratified and 
confirmed as valid and binding contracts, any other act or law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 



 
15-7-204.  General powers. 

 
(a)  Any city or town may: 

 
(i)  Purchase electric current from outside its 

corporate limits upon terms and conditions agreed upon by the 
parties; 
 

(ii)  Construct an electric transmission line or 
electric power line upon and over all public roads and state 
highways if it does not interfere with the public in the use of 
the public roads and state highways; 
 

(iii)  Enact ordinances necessary to exercise the 
powers granted in this article and establish rules and 
regulations for the conduction, maintenance and operation of any 
electric transmission line constructed, purchased, extended or 
maintained and providing for the rates to be charged consumers 
of electric current either for lights, power or other purposes 
and for their collection. 
 

15-7-205.  Line fund established; use. 
 
All funds derived from the sale of electricity or electric 
current shall be placed in a separate fund to be known as 
"electric line fund," and be used only for paying the expenses 
of operating, maintaining or extending the electric transmission 
line, including the transformers and other appurtenances 
necessary to its operation, until all of the bonds issued by the 
city or town for those purposes have been fully paid. However, 
any surplus in that fund, over and above the operating expenses 
and the expenses of extending and repairing the plants in any 
one (1) year, may be used to provide a sinking fund for the 
payment of bonds or to pay the interest or principal on the 
bonds. 
 

15-7-206.  Sale of power plant; election procedure; ballot; 
vote required. 
 

(a)  If a written proposal to purchase a city or town owned 
works or plant for generating or distributing electrical energy 
for light, heat or power, is filed with the city or town clerk 
by any bona fide manufacturer or distributor of electricity in 
the state of Wyoming, the governing body, if in their judgment 
it appears to be in the best interests of the inhabitants of the 
city or town to sell the works or plant, may provide for 



submitting the question to the qualified electors of the city or 
town. The question shall be submitted to both property and 
nonproperty owners either at the next regular municipal election 
or at a special election called for that purpose. The election 
shall be called and conducted in the same manner as other city 
or town elections, except as otherwise provided in this section. 
 

(b)  The official ballot shall contain the words "For Sale 
of Municipal Light Plant" and "Against Sale of Municipal Light 
Plant" and shall have a square to the right of each proposition. 
The elector shall express his vote by putting a cross in the 
square opposite the proposition he favors. If a majority of the 
legal votes cast upon the proposition in each ballot box are for 
the sale, the proposition is approved by the people, and the 
governing body shall take appropriate proceedings to consummate 
the sale. If the majority of ballots in either box is against 
the proposed sale, it shall not be concluded. 
 

15-7-207.  Election procedure; notice. 
 
If the governing body of the city or town decides to submit the 
question of the sale of the property to a vote of the qualified 
electors, they shall publish, for a period of at least three (3) 
weeks before the election in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the city or town, a notice specifying the amount of the bid 
and the general terms and conditions contained in the proposal.  
A copy of the notice shall be posted for three (3) weeks 
immediately preceding the election in three (3) public places in 
the city or town. 
 

15-7-208.  Contents of proposal. 
 
In submitting a written proposal for the purchase of any 
municipally owned electric light or power plant, the prospective 
purchaser shall specify the amount of his bid and the general 
terms and conditions of his offer. 
 

15-7-209.  Sale of power plant; disposition of monies 
received. 
 
All monies received from the sale of property under this article 
shall be kept in a separate fund and be first used as necessary 
to pay current bills and unsecured obligations outstanding on 
account of the operation of the plant until it is turned over to 
the purchaser.  The remainder of the proceeds of the sale shall 
be used for redemption of any bonds issued by the city or town 
for the purchase or erection and construction of the works or 



plant.  The money shall not be expended or mixed with other 
funds of the city or town but shall be applied wholly towards 
the redemption of the bonds, together with the accumulated 
interest.  If the property sold brings an amount in excess of 
the current bills, unsecured obligations and the outstanding 
bonds, the excess shall be placed in a sinking fund to retire 
any existing bonded indebtedness of the municipality.  If there 
is no existing bonded indebtedness, the excess shall be placed 
in the municipal general fund and expended for general municipal 
purposes. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
PUBLIC PARKS 

 
15-7-301.  Definition. 

 
As used in this article "public park" means any public ground of 
any city or town dedicated to public use and maintained as a 
municipal park, playground or recreation area. 
 

15-7-302.  Vacation from public use; authorization. 
 
The governing body of any city or town may vacate from public 
use any public park or part thereof located within the corporate 
limits of the city or town in the manner provided in this 
article. 
 

15-7-303.  Vacation from public use; hearing; notice; 
contents; objections. 
 
If the governing body considers it to be in the public interest 
to vacate any public park or part thereof from the public use to 
which it was dedicated, it shall set a time and place for a 
public hearing upon the proposal to vacate.  Notice of the 
hearing shall be published for three (3) consecutive weeks prior 
to the hearing in a newspaper published in the county in which 
the city or town is located, or if there is no newspaper 
published in that county, then in a newspaper published in this 
state and of general circulation in that county.  The notice 
shall contain a statement of the time, place and purpose of the 
hearing, the reason for the proposed vacation and shall provide 
that any person objecting to the proposed vacation shall file 
his objections with the city or town clerk in writing at least 
twenty-four (24) hours before the time of the hearing. 
 

15-7-304.  Vacation from public use; hearing; how 
conducted; order; record. 



 
Any resident of the city or town, having filed his objections, 
may appear at the hearing and protest the proposed vacation.  
Any other resident of the city or town may appear at the hearing 
and offer evidence in support of the proposed vacation.  If the 
governing body then finds that the vacation of the property from 
public use is in the best interests of the city or town and its 
residents, it may order the vacation by ordinance.  The record 
of the proceedings of the public hearing, including the findings 
of the governing body, shall be made a part of the minutes of 
the regular or special meeting of the governing body at which 
the hearing was conducted. 
 

15-7-305.  Vacation from public use; cessation of duties; 
disposal. 
 
Upon the passage of an ordinance vacating the property from 
public use, the city or town is relieved of all obligations to 
the public for maintaining the property as a public park, and it 
may dispose of the property in any manner provided by law. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
15-7-401.  Establishment; powers and duties generally. 

 
Any city or town which owns and operates a municipal waterworks, 
a sanitary sewer system, a sewage disposal plant or an electric 
utility distribution system may establish a board of 
commissioners to be known as the board of public utilities. The 
board of public utilities shall manage, operate, maintain and 
control such plants and make all rules and regulations necessary 
for their safe, economical and efficient operation and 
management. The board may also improve, extend or enlarge the 
plants as provided in this article. 
 

15-7-402.  Appointment, qualifications, terms and removal 
of members; vacancies. 
 
The board of public utilities shall consist of five (5) members 
to be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the 
governing body. Members appointed shall be persons of business 
experience, not less than thirty (30) years of age, citizens of 
the United States and for five (5) years immediately preceding 
their appointment residents of the city or town. One (1) member 
of the board shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years, two 
(2) for a term of four (4) years and two (2) for a term of six 



(6) years. Thereafter each member shall be appointed for a term 
of six (6) years. Any member of the board may be removed by the 
mayor with the concurrence of the governing body for cause other 
than politics or religion after public hearing. The mayor shall 
fill any vacancy by appointment for the unexpired term only. 
 

15-7-403.  Officers; meetings; records; salaries. 
 
The board shall elect from their own number a president and a 
secretary and hold meetings at least once a month, and at the 
call of the president or three (3) members of the board.  The 
board shall adopt its own rules of procedure and keep a record 
of its proceedings.  All meetings, records and accounts of the 
board are public.  Three (3) members constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business.  The salaries of the members of the 
board shall be fixed by ordinance, but may not exceed six 
hundred dollars ($600.00) each per year. 
 

15-7-404.  Specific powers and duties; vouchers; civil 
service or pension system. 
 

(a)  The board of public utilities has exclusive control of 
all municipally owned waterworks, sanitary sewer systems and 
sewage disposal plants, or any of them, as specified by 
ordinance.  The board is charged with producing and supplying 
the city or town and its inhabitants with water for domestic and 
industrial purposes, and for public use, and may sell and 
dispose of any surplus outside of the city or town.  The board 
may also furnish surplus sanitary sewer facilities to persons 
outside of the city or town. 
 

(b)  The board may: 
 

(i)  Hire and discharge all employees and agents of 
these departments and fix their compensation; 
 

(ii)  Purchase all machinery, tools and other 
appliances and all materials and supplies necessary for the 
purposes of the departments; 
 

(iii)  In the name of the city or town take and hold 
by lease, purchase, gift, devise, bequest or otherwise such 
franchises and property, either within or without the city or 
town, as may be necessary or convenient for carrying out the 
purposes of the board, including office space and equipment for 
carrying on the business of these departments; 
 



(iv)  Establish all reasonable rules and regulations 
to protect the rights and property vested in the city or town 
and under control of the board; 
 

(v)  Issue vouchers or warrants in payment of all 
claims and accounts incurred by the board for its departments.  
When the vouchers or warrants are approved by the board the city 
or town treasurer shall pay and charge them against the proper 
funds. 
 

(c)  The board may: 
 

(i)  Provide for either civil service status or 
pension system, or both, for its employees, which shall be under 
the supervision and subject to the order of the board; 
 

(ii)  Withhold two percent (2%) of the wages of its 
employees to be placed in a fund to be known as "utilities 
department pension fund"; 
 

(iii)  Set aside and place in the pension fund each 
month, an amount not to exceed three (3) times the total amount 
of two percent (2%) deducted each month from employees' wages 
for pension purposes. 
 

(d)  Disbursements from the pension fund shall be made in 
the same manner as other disbursements and payments made 
pursuant to this article. 
 

15-7-405.  Director of utilities; superintendent; office 
manager; utility attorney. 
 

(a)  The board of public utilities may select and appoint 
and fix the salaries of the following persons, who serve at the 
board's pleasure: 
 

(i)  A director of utilities; 
 

(ii)  A superintendent; 
 

(iii)  An office manager; and 
 

(iv)  A utility attorney, who shall not be required to 
perform any service other than legal service. 
 

(b)  Each appointee shall: 
 



(i)  Be a competent person thoroughly qualified for 
his position by training and experience as the board requires; 
 

(ii)  Give a good and sufficient surety bond to the 
city or town in the sum fixed and approved by the board 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of his duties. The 
cost of each bond shall be paid out of the revenue of these 
plants. If the board is operating more than one (1) plant the 
cost of the bond shall be paid pro rata out of the revenue of 
the plants; 
 

(iii)  Perform all duties as prescribed and required 
by the board. 
 

(c)  The director of utilities, if one is appointed, has 
general supervision over all activities, property and employees 
of the board. The board may delegate its authority to the 
director of utilities to make appointments, including those of 
office manager and superintendent, and to hire, promote, 
transfer, demote and discharge employees of the departments. He 
shall fix their salaries with the consent of the board. 
 

(d)  Under direction of the board and of the director of 
utilities, if one is appointed, the superintendent shall: 
 

(i)  Manage and control the water plant and its 
distribution system, the sanitary sewer system including sewage 
disposal plant or plants and the electric utility distribution 
system; 
 

(ii)  Supervise and inspect all parts of the plants 
and see that they are maintained in good condition for use and 
that all employees attend to their respective duties; 
 

(iii)  Keep in good repair all machinery and other 
property; and 
 

(iv)  Advise the board and director of utilities, if 
one is appointed, as to the needs of the plants. 
 

(e)  All employees, servants and agents of these plants, 
when appointed by the board, are under the immediate control and 
management of the director of utilities and the superintendent. 
 

(f)  Under direction of the board and of the director of 
utilities, if one is appointed, the office manager shall keep a 
regular set of books for the water department, the sanitary 



sewer department and the electric utility distribution system 
showing in detail their business transactions. Immediately 
following the close of each month he shall make any reports to 
the board, the director of utilities and the governing body of 
the city or town, as they require, showing the transactions of 
the preceding month and the financial conditions of the 
departments. The reports shall include a correct account of all 
collections, appropriations, expenditures and approved claims 
entitled to payment. The board may appoint assistants to the 
office manager as it deems necessary. 
 

15-7-406.  Agents, servants and employees. 
 

(a)  The board shall make all appointments and hire all 
agents, servants and employees of the departments, fix their 
compensation and determine their qualifications, considering 
only the relative capacity of applicants, their moral, physical 
and health qualifications and when appropriate, their 
qualifications for manual labor. All appointments shall be made 
on the basis of merit alone, and no appointment may be made on 
account of political services or affiliations. All agents, 
servants and employees shall hold their offices at the board's 
pleasure. 
 

(b)  The board may delegate the authority to hire, promote, 
transfer, demote and discharge its employees to a director of 
utilities, if one is appointed. 
 

15-7-407.  Consumer rates; depreciation. 
 

(a)  The board shall fix the rates for water, sanitary 
sewer services and electric service furnished to customers, and 
any revision thereof is subject to the local governing body's 
review, modification and approval. The rates shall secure an 
income sufficient to: 
 

(i)  Pay the interest charges and principal payments 
on all bonds issued to pay the purchase price, construction 
cost, extensions and enlargements of the respective systems as 
they are due; 
 

(ii)  Pay all salaries and wages of the officers and 
employees; 
 

(iii)  Cover the cost of all materials and supplies 
used in the operation of the plants; 
 



(iv)  Cover all miscellaneous expenses; 
 

(v)  Cover all usual extensions and enlargements, 
together with a reasonable allowance for emergency and 
unforeseen expenses; and 
 

(vi)  Provide and maintain a depreciation fund for 
each department. 
 

(b)  The board shall account for the depreciation of the 
water plant and of the sanitary sewer system, including sewage 
disposal plant or plants, using rates of depreciation approved 
by the board and the local governing body. The depreciation fund 
shall be used only to pay for replacements and additions to the 
waterworks, sanitary sewer systems and sewage disposal plants. 
Replacements and additions shall be capitalized and the capital 
value added to the value of the systems to establish the value 
of the plants for depreciation purposes. The local governing 
body may by ordinance fix special rates for water, electric or 
sanitary sewer services furnished to the governing body of the 
city or town for public purposes, or to organized institutions 
of charity, or to any person who is eligible for assistance 
under W.S. 39-11-109(c)(ii) through (vii). 
 

15-7-408.  Use of surplus water or sewage funds. 
 
The board of public utilities shall use any surplus funds 
arising from the sale of water or sewage services for the 
purchase and cancellation of any bonds issued to pay the 
purchase price of the water or sewer plants or the cost of their 
construction, extension and enlargement.  The board shall not 
pay for any bonds any sum greater than par, plus a premium of 
not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the face value on all 
unearned interest coupons attached to any bond purchased, or pay 
more than the actual market price of the bonds at the time of 
purchasing them.  Any surplus after the purchase of bonds shall 
be paid into the general fund of the city or town. 
 

15-7-409.  Meter deposit fund; investment; interest; 
repayment. 
 
The board of public utilities of any city or town engaged in the 
business of supplying water or electricity to its inhabitants 
which requires deposits to be made on water meters or electric 
meters furnished its customers, shall place all monies received 
from the deposits in a separate fund. The fund may be invested 
in securities as provided by law for trust funds of cities or 



towns. Any interest or income earned by or accruing to the fund, 
not otherwise pledged for the payment of general obligations or 
revenue bonds, may annually be transferred and paid into the 
general fund of the city or town. Any person who has made or 
makes a deposit on a water meter or electric meter is entitled 
only to the repayment of the principal amount of his deposit. 
 

15-7-410.  Treasurer; duties; bond. 
 
The treasurer of the city or town is ex officio treasurer of the 
board of public utilities. All funds and property in his hands 
belonging to these departments are subject to the board's 
control, and he shall receive and receipt for the money 
collected by the employees of the board and pay out those funds 
when ordered by the board upon warrants signed by its president 
and countersigned by the office manager, certifying that the 
warrant is issued by the board's authority. He shall also 
cooperate with the office manager and supply him with official 
information to permit the making of the monthly reports provided 
for in W.S. 15-7-405, and any other information the board 
requires. As ex officio treasurer to the board, he shall give a 
surety bond in the sum approved by the board. The board shall 
pay the cost of the bond in the same manner as provided for 
other bonds in this article. 
 

15-7-411.  Duty of city clerk. 
 
The clerk of the city or town shall furnish the board with 
copies of all ordinances, resolutions, agreements, contracts and 
other records the board requires. 
 

15-7-412.  Additional powers and duties. 
 
In so far as applicable the board of public utilities shall 
exercise all other powers and duties under acts and part of acts 
relating to water plants and sanitary sewer systems, including 
sewage disposal plants, in cities and towns. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
SEWERAGE SYSTEMS 

 
15-7-501.  Definition. 

 
As used in this article, "sewerage system" means a sewerage 
treatment plant, or plants, collecting, intercepting and outlet 
sewers, force mains, conduits, pumping stations, ejector 
stations and all other appurtenances or improvements, or any of 



them, necessary or useful and convenient for the collection, 
treatment and disposal, in a sanitary manner, of sewage and 
industrial wastes. 
 

15-7-502.  General powers and duties; bonds and contracts 
generally. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may: 
 

(i)  Construct, reconstruct, improve and extend, or 
acquire, improve, extend and operate a sewerage system, within 
or without its corporate limits and may apply for and accept 
loans or grants or any other aid from the United States of 
America or any agency or instrumentality thereof under any 
federal law to aid in the prevention and abatement of water 
pollution, or may borrow money from any other source; 
 

(ii)  Issue its revenue bonds for the purposes 
specified in paragraph (i) of this subsection, payable solely 
from the revenues derived from the operation of the sewerage 
system; 
 

(iii)  Enter into contracts and agreements with other 
local public bodies covering the joint construction, operation 
and maintenance of a sewerage system; 
 

(iv)  Accept contributions and other aid from 
commercial, industrial and other establishments to aid in the 
prevention or abatement of water pollution, and in furtherance 
of that purpose enter into contracts and agreements with 
commercial, industrial and other establishments covering the: 
 

(A)  Collection, treatment and disposal of sewage 
and industrial wastes from any commercial, industrial and other 
establishments; 
 

(B)  Use and operation by any city or town of 
sewerage collection, treatment and disposal facilities owned by 
any commercial, industrial and other establishment; and 
 

(C)  Coordination of the sewage collection, 
treatment and disposal facilities of the city or town with the 
sewage collection, treatment, and disposal facilities of 
commercial, industrial and other establishments. 
 

(v)  Provide for the operation as a single enterprise 
of its waterworks and sewerage systems; 



 
(vi)  Issue refunding revenue bonds to refund, pay or 

discharge all or any part of its outstanding sewer revenue 
bonds, including interest, if any, in arrears or about to become 
due, provided the relevant provisions of this article pertaining 
to revenue bonds for sewerage systems are applicable in the 
authorization and issuance of refunding revenue bonds, including 
their terms and security, the bond ordinance, rates and other 
aspects of the bonds, except it is not necessary to submit the 
proposition of issuing refunding revenue bonds to a vote of the 
people of the city or town. 
 

(b)  The bonds specified in paragraph (a)(ii) of this 
section may be issued with maturities not exceeding forty (40) 
years and in the amounts necessary to provide sufficient funds 
to pay all the costs of construction, improvement, 
reconstruction, extension or acquisition, extension and 
improvements of the sewerage system, including engineering, 
legal and other expenses, together with interest to a date six 
(6) months after the estimated date of completion. The bonds 
shall bear interest at a designated rate or rates payable 
annually, semiannually or at other designated intervals and 
shall mature at a time or serially at times in regular numerical 
order at annual or other designated intervals in amounts 
designated and fixed by the governing body. Bonds issued under 
the provisions of this article are negotiable instruments and 
shall be executed by the mayor and clerk and sealed with the 
corporate seal of the city or town. If an officer whose 
signature appears on the bonds or coupons ceased [ceases] to be 
an officer before delivery of the bonds, the signatures remain 
valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if the officer 
had remained in office until their delivery. 
 

(c)  Repealed by Laws 1985, ch. 209, § 3. 
 

(d)  If the governing body determines to operate its 
waterworks and sewerage system as a single enterprise pursuant 
to paragraph (a)(v) of this section, it may issue revenue bonds 
in the manner provided in this article, payable solely from the 
revenue derived from the operation of the combined waterworks 
and sewerage system to pay for improvements, additions and 
extensions to the combined waterworks and sewer systems. If 
there are any outstanding bonds payable solely from the revenue 
of the waterworks or sewerage systems, or from the combined 
waterworks systems, the new bonds may include an amount 
sufficient to retire the outstanding bonds or may be made 
subordinate to the outstanding bonds with respect to the payment 



of principal, interest and security. Any law which requires that 
revenue derived from the operation of a waterworks system by a 
city or town applies only to the payment of the principal and 
interest of water bonds is inapplicable if the municipality 
operates its waterworks and sewerage system as a single 
enterprise, and in that case the revenues derived from operation 
of the water system may be used to retire either water bonds or 
sewerage system bonds. 
 

15-7-503.  Ordinance for construction; required and 
authorized provisions; existing bonds validated. 
 

(a)  If the governing body determines to construct, 
reconstruct, acquire, improve or extend a sewerage system and to 
issue bonds under the provisions of this article to pay the 
costs, it shall adopt an ordinance generally describing the 
contemplated project and refer to its plans and specifications 
which are open for public inspection.  The ordinance shall: 
 

(i)  Set out the estimated cost of the project; 
 

(ii)  Determine the period of its usefulness; 
 

(iii)  Fix the: 
 

(A)  Amount of revenue bonds proposed to be 
issued; 
 

(B)  Maturity or maturities; 
 

(C)  Interest rate; and 
 

(D)  Other details in connection with the bonds. 
 

(iv)  Pledge the revenues derived from the operation 
of the sewerage system to: 
 

(A)  Pay the cost of operation and maintenance of 
the system; 
 

(B)  Provide an adequate depreciation fund; and 
 

(C)  Pay the principal and interest of the bonds. 
 

(b)  The ordinance may: 
 



(i)  Provide that the bonds, or those specified, to 
the extent and in the manner prescribed, shall be subordinated 
to any other bonds payable from the revenues of the sewerage 
system as are specified in the ordinance; 
 

(ii)  Contain any covenants and restrictions upon the 
issuance of additional revenue bonds, which share equally from 
the revenues of the system, as may be necessary or advisable to 
assure the payment of the bonds authorized; 
 

(iii)  Provide that the revenue bonds or any part 
thereof may be sold to the state of Wyoming or the United States 
of America or any agency or instrumentality thereof at a private 
sale, without advertisement, for not less than par and accrued 
interest; 
 

(iv)  Provide that the bonds are redeemable with or 
without premium at the time or place the governing body 
provides; 
 

(v)  Provide that the governing body may discontinue 
the water supply of any person for nonpayment of the sewer 
service charge. 
 

(c)  All revenue bonds issued pursuant to this article, 
which are outstanding on the effective date of this act, the 
right to the payment of which has not been barred by any 
pertinent statute of limitations, and all acts and proceedings 
heretofore had or taken, or purportedly had or taken by or on 
behalf of any city or town under law or under color of law 
preliminary to and in the authorization, execution, sale, 
issuance and payment (or any combination thereof) of those 
revenue bonds, are validated, including but not necessarily 
limited to the terms, provisions, conditions and covenants of 
any resolution or ordinance appertaining thereto.  Those 
outstanding revenue bonds are binding and enforceable 
obligations of the city or town issuing them in accordance with 
their terms and their authorizing proceedings. 
 

15-7-504.  Refunding revenue bonds; purpose; required 
procedure; exceptions thereto. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may issue refunding revenue bonds: 
 

(i)  To refund and discharge or extend or shorten the 
maturities of all or any part of the outstanding bonds of any 



one (1) or more issues, including any interest thereon in 
arrears or about to become due; 
 

(ii)  For the purpose of reducing interest costs or 
effecting other economies; or 
 

(iii)  For the purpose of modifying or eliminating 
restrictive contractual limitations as pertained to the issues 
of additional bonds, otherwise concerning the outstanding bonds 
or to any facilities as pertained thereto. 
 

(b)  Any refunding specified in subsection (a) of this 
section shall be accomplished in the manner prescribed by W.S. 
16-5-102 through 16-5-119, as from time to time amended, except 
that refunding revenue bonds so authorized do not constitute a 
debt of the city or town within the meaning of any 
constitutional or statutory limitation, nor shall any tax be 
levied or other revenue be pledged for the payment thereof, 
except for the special funds authorized under this article. 
 

15-7-505.  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 62, § 2. 
 

15-7-506.  Bonds payable from revenues and not considered 
indebtedness. 
 
All bonds issued under the provisions of this article are 
payable solely from the revenues derived from the operation of 
the sewerage system and do not constitute an indebtedness of the 
city or town within the meaning of any constitutional or 
statutory provision. The face of each bond shall state that it 
has been issued under the provisions of this article, and that 
it does not constitute an indebtedness of the city or town 
within any constitutional or statutory limitation. 
 

15-7-507.  Revenues; deposit in fund; uses thereof. 
 

(a)  All revenues derived from the operation of the 
sewerage system shall be set aside as collected and deposited in 
a special fund to be used only for: 
 

(i)  Paying the cost of operating and maintaining the 
system; 
 

(ii)  Providing an adequate depreciation fund; and 
 

(iii)  Paying the principal and interest on the bonds 
issued under this article. 



 
15-7-508.  Rates; general; amounts; special. 

 
(a)  Any city or town borrowing money or receiving grants 

and improving, constructing or acquiring and improving a 
sewerage system, shall collect a charge from the users of the 
system at a rate sufficient to: 
 

(i)  Pay the cost of operating and maintaining the 
system; 
 

(ii)  Provide an adequate depreciation fund; 
 

(iii)  Pay the principal and interest on the bonds 
issued; and 
 

(iv)  Repay grants. 
 

(b)  Any city or town owning and operating a sewerage 
system constructed or acquired under the provisions of any law 
may provide by ordinance that the users of the system pay a 
service rate sufficient to pay the cost of operating and 
maintaining the system and to provide an adequate depreciation 
fund. 
 

(c)  Any city or town may fix special rates as provided in 
W.S. 15-7-407. 
 

15-7-509.  Change of rates; recovery of unpaid charges; 
accounts. 
 

(a)  The charges for the use of the sewerage system may be 
changed from time to time and except as otherwise provided in 
W.S. 15-7-407 shall be fixed at a rate which equitably 
distributes the cost of service among the users. If any service 
charge is not paid within thirty (30) days after it is due, the 
amount thereof, together with a penalty of ten percent (10%), 
and a reasonable attorney's fee, may be recovered in a civil 
action by the city or town. 
 

(b)  Any city or town issuing bonds under this article 
shall maintain a proper system of accounts showing the amount of 
revenue received from the sewerage system and its application. 
At least once each year the accounts shall be properly audited 
and a report of the audit shall be open for inspection at all 
proper times to any taxpayer, sewerage system user or any holder 



of any bond issued under this article, or their respective 
representatives. 
 

15-7-510.  Compelling officials to perform duties. 
 
The holder of any bond issued under this article, or of any 
coupon representing interest accrued thereon, by proper suit, 
may compel the officials of the city or town to perform all 
duties imposed upon them by this article. 
 

15-7-511.  Issuance of revenue bonds. 
 
Revenue bonds under this article shall be issued in accordance 
with the requirements of W.S. 15-7-102 insofar as it refers to 
submitting the proposition to a vote of the people and when not 
in conflict with the provisions of this article. 
 

15-7-512.  Special assessments; purposes; property 
included; amount; unplatted areas; nonpayment. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may make special assessments for the 
construction of sewers and water mains. The assessments shall be 
made on all lots and pieces of ground to the center of the 
block, or if the sewers or water mains are constructed in an 
alley, then on all lots and pieces of ground to the nearest 
street or avenue on each side of the alley, extending along the 
street, avenue or alley, the distance of the improvement, 
according to the area of the lots or pieces of ground without 
regard to the buildings or improvements. The amount to be paid 
by each property holder shall be determined by dividing the 
expenses of the construction of the proposed sewer or water main 
among all the property holders for the benefit of whose property 
the sewer or water main is to be constructed. In the case of 
unplatted acreage within the city limits, the city or town shall 
consider that only the first seventy-five (75) feet in each 
direction from the sewer or water main is benefited and so 
assessed. However, if any property in an unplatted area is later 
connected to or receives service from the sewer or water main, 
that property shall be assessed its proportionate share. The 
amount to be assessed against each property holder shall be in 
proportion to the number of square feet each owns to the entire 
number of square feet assessed for the expense of the 
construction. 
 

(b)  The city or town may adopt ordinances providing for 
the manner of sale, redemption and conveyance of lands sold for 
nonpayment of the special assessments. 



 
15-7-513.  Repealed by Laws 1981, ch. 174, § 3. 

 
15-7-514.  Provisions cumulative. 

 
The provisions of this article are cumulative, conferring 
additional power on cities and towns and are not limitations 
upon their powers to construct, acquire and improve and operate 
sewerage systems. 
 

15-7-515.  Repealed By Laws 2010, Ch. 69, § 204. 
 

ARTICLE 6 
AGREEMENTS TO FURNISH WATER 

 
15-7-601.  Extension of system; within corporate limits. 

 
Any city or town owning its municipal water system or plant may 
enter into agreements with the owners of lands who desire to 
have the water system extended to their property within the 
corporate limits of the city or town. The land owners shall 
agree to pay to the city or town a stipulated amount, in 
installments as may be agreed upon, for a period not to exceed 
ten (10) years, regardless of the use or nonuse of water during 
the period, and to making the charges a lien upon their 
respective lands. When the agreement has been filed with the 
city or town clerk, the charges become a lien upon the lands. 
Any city or town, by ordinance, may prescribe the rules and 
regulations governing the agreements and provide for the 
enforcement of the lien. 
 

15-7-602.  Extension of system; outside corporate limits; 
rates; existing contracts; controversies; appeal. 
 

(a)  All cities and towns owning their municipal water 
system or plant may enter into agreements with customers whose 
lands lie outside the corporate limits to supply water for their 
use and needs. The water system may be extended and maintained 
beyond the corporate limits only if it is economically feasible 
in the opinion of the governing body.  The governing body may 
finance the extension and maintenance of the water system 
through revenue bonds or other means granted by law for 
financing of its water system and improvements. A one-time 
connection fee reasonably calculated to permit recovery of a 
proportionate share of the municipality's infrastructure cost 
necessary to treat and convey the water may be charged.  A one-
time fee may also be charged to recover reasonable expenses 



incurred by the public entity in determining the actual costs of 
treating and delivering water to the point of connection.  Any 
charges for special services such as customer's line maintenance 
shall be in addition to the water rate. The rate established for 
use of water pursuant to this section is as follows: 
 

(i)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, a city or town whose water supply system is funded in 
whole or in part by state grants or loans which at any time 
after April 1, 1999 or later, enters into a new contract or 
extends an existing contract to supply water to customers 
outside its corporate limits shall in establishing rates be 
limited to the actual costs of providing and delivering water as 
defined by paragraph (ii) of this subsection, except as 
otherwise provided by W.S. 15-7-407; 
 

(ii)  For customers outside their corporate limits 
beginning April 1, 1999, where the city or town is a recipient 
of state grants or loans, and except as otherwise provided in 
W.S. 15-7-407, the established water rate shall not exceed the 
actual costs of providing and delivering water to the point of 
connection to the city's or town's water system. Prior to 
December 1, 1998, or where the city or town is not a recipient 
of state grants or loans and except as otherwise provided in 
W.S. 15-7-407, the established rate shall be applied uniformly 
and shall not exceed two (2) times the established rate within 
the corporate limits.  The governing body of the city or town 
may establish one (1) or more unincorporated service areas in 
each of which an average water rate may be used for all 
customers. As used in this paragraph, "actual costs of providing 
and delivering water" shall include a proportionate share of the 
following costs related to the water system: 
 

(A)  Fees, interest charges and principal 
payments on all bonds issued and other indebtedness incurred to 
construct, purchase or improve the utility; 
 

(B)  Salaries and wages of employees; 
 

(C)  The cost of materials, supplies, utilities 
and outside services; 
 

(D)  Other costs directly related to the delivery 
system; 
 

(E)  The cost for providing and maintaining a 
depreciation fund, a fund for emergencies and a fund for 



acquisition and development of new water rights and water 
sources; 
 

(F)  Administrative and overhead expenses; and 
 

(G)  The cost of acquiring, transporting, 
processing and treating water. 
 

(b)  If requested by the party seeking water service from 
the city or town and upon approval of the city or town, 
subsection (a) of this section shall not apply if the ratio of 
the rate charged to customers outside the corporate limits of 
the city or town to the established rate within the corporate 
limits are less than one and one-quarter (1.25) to one (1). 
 

(c)  The provisions of this section are not subject to 
certificates of public convenience and necessity of the public 
service commission.  However, if there is a controversy between 
the municipality and a consumer outside the corporate limits of 
the municipality with regard to the establishment of rates, 
maintenance or servicing in a manner other than as contracted 
for or as provided in this article, the public service 
commission may review the matter in controversy, hold hearings, 
take testimony and make recommendations.  The commission's 
recommendations may be appealed to the district court pursuant 
to the provisions of the Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act.  
The ultimate prevailing party shall be awarded a just and 
reasonable attorneys fee. 
 

15-7-603.  Supplying federal government authorized; 
existing contracts confirmed. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may enter into and fully perform 
contracts with the United States government, or any department 
or representative thereof, or road construction contractor 
working under a contract with the state transportation 
commission or with public utility corporations to supply water 
for their use and needs at any place within the corporate limits 
of the city or town, or adjacent thereto. 
 

(b)  Any contracts entered into by any city or town and the 
United States government, or any department or representative 
thereof, or any public utility corporation doing business within 
the corporate limits or adjacent thereto, are confirmed and are 
valid and binding contracts, any other law or act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 
 



15-7-604.  Supplying railroads authorized; ratification of 
existing contracts. 
 

(a)  Any city or town may contract to furnish water at and 
adjacent to the city or town, for a term of years as agreed 
upon, to: 
 

(i)  Any railroad company for use in its shops, 
locomotives and for any other railroad purposes; 
 

(ii)  Any subsidiary or affiliate of any such railroad 
company whose principal business at or adjacent to the city or 
town is the furnishing of material or service, or both, to the 
railroad company; 
 

(iii)  Any industrial user of water whose principal 
needs for water, at or adjacent to the city or town, are defined 
as preferred uses of water after the industry or industries has 
established its own priority. 
 

(b)  Any city or town, upon terms and for consideration it 
considers adequate, may ratify any contract which it has made 
with regard to supplying water to any railroad for the uses and 
purposes stated in this section. 
 

15-7-605.  Purchase authorized. 
 
Any city or town may purchase water from outside its corporate 
limits upon terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties. 
 

15-7-606.  Use of surplus water funds. 
 
Any city or town shall use any surplus funds arising from the 
sale of water services for the redemption and cancellation of 
bonds, if any, issued to pay the purchase price of the water or 
the cost of the construction, extension and enlargement of the 
system.  The city or town shall not redeem any bonds at any sum 
greater than par, plus a premium of not to exceed fifty percent 
(50%) of the face value on all unearned interest coupons 
attached to any bond purchased, nor pay more than the actual 
market price of the bonds at the time the bonds are redeemed.  
Any surplus funds after the redemption of bonds, may be paid 
from the water enterprise account into the general fund of the 
city or town.  Provided however, sufficient funds, as determined 
by the governing body, shall be maintained in the water 
enterprise account to cover debt services, operating costs and 



reasonable reserves for depreciation of the system and 
anticipated acquisition of water resources. 
 

ARTICLE 7 
WATERWORKS FRANCHISES 

 
15-7-701.  Authority to construct; rights of operator; 

limitations. 
 

(a)  The governing body of any city or town may grant the 
right to construct, maintain and operate a system of waterworks 
within the corporate limits of the city or town to any 
corporation organized under the laws of Wyoming for that 
purpose.  Subject to the supervision and control of the 
governing body, the corporation acquiring a right or franchise 
to construct waterworks may use the streets and alleys within 
the corporate limits to put down and operate all pipes, hydrants 
and other appliances necessary to the complete operation of the 
works. 
 

(b)  However, the governing body shall not grant a 
franchise: 
 

(i)  Repealed By Laws 2007, Ch. 176, § 1. 
 

(ii)  For more than twenty (20) years at any one time. 
 

(c)  Repealed By Laws 2007, Ch. 176. § 1. 
 

15-7-702.  Supplying water; contract; time limitation. 
 
The governing body may enter into a contract with the 
corporation to supply the city or town with water for protection 
from fire, the sprinkling of streets and for other purposes 
necessary to the health and safety of the city or town. The 
contract shall not be for more than ten (10) years at any one 
time and as agreed upon by the parties. 
 

15-7-703.  Supplying water; charges; revision; time period; 
collection. 
 
The corporation receiving the franchise to construct and 
maintain waterworks shall establish a schedule of prices to be 
charged for the use of water by consumers.  The governing body 
shall revise or amend the schedule, if necessary, so that the 
charges are not unreasonable or oppressive.  In establishing the 
water rates the governing body shall take into consideration the 



cost of construction of the water plant and adjust the rates to 
be charged upon a basis equitable to all parties.  The schedule 
of prices agreed upon by the governing body are the prices that 
the corporation may charge and receive for the use of water 
within the corporate limits.  The schedule of prices when fixed 
is not subject to revision more often than once every two (2) 
years without the permission of the corporation.  The governing 
body has full authority to collect all water rents and charges 
due from consumers. 
 

15-7-704.  Extension of system and jurisdiction. 
 
The corporation constructing the waterworks may extend it beyond 
the corporate limits of the city or town. For the purpose of 
maintaining and protecting the system from injury and the water 
from pollution, the jurisdiction of the city or town extends 
over the entire territory occupied by the works. 
 

15-7-705.  Right to purchase. 
 
The franchise granting the privilege to any corporation to 
construct and maintain waterworks, shall contain the express 
condition that the city or town has the right to purchase the 
waterworks and the franchise with all appurtenances, within 
twenty (20) years from the date of the franchise, upon 
reasonable terms agreed upon by the contracting parties. 
 

15-7-706.  Right to appropriate and condemn. 
 
The corporation to which the right or franchise is granted may 
acquire by appropriation all surplus water in any stream, 
purchase prior water rights and hold and use the water so 
acquired for the purposes of the corporation.  It may also 
obtain the right-of-way and lands necessary for reservoirs for 
the water system. The laws of Wyoming relative to condemnation 
apply as if they were set forth in this article. 
 

15-7-707.  Ordinances authorized; rights preserved. 
 

(a)  The governing body may pass all ordinances necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this article. 
 

(b)  The powers conferred upon a city or town by this 
article do not deprive them of any rights or powers conferred 
upon them by other laws. 
 

15-7-708.  Existing franchises validated. 



 
All franchises previously granted by the governing body of any 
city or town for supplying water are valid. 
 

CHAPTER 8 
FUNDING AND REFUNDING BONDS 

 
15-8-101.  When authorized; conditions; signatures; sale; 

amount required. 
 

(a)  If any city or town creates any indebtedness not in 
excess of the taxes for the current year to pay expenses 
incurred in repairing or restoring improvements made necessary 
by any casualty or accident happening after the annual 
appropriation is made, or if any judgment is rendered against 
any city or town, or if any city or town has outstanding any 
other lawful indebtedness, the governing body may pay, redeem, 
fund or refund that judgment or indebtedness by issuing the 
negotiable coupon bonds of the city or town if it can be done at 
a lower rate of interest, or to the profit and benefit of the 
city or town. 
 

(b)  The bonds shall: 
 

(i)  Be in denominations as fixed by ordinance; 
 

(ii)  Be numbered from one (1) upward; 
 

(iii)  Be payable within thirty (30) years from the 
date of issue; 
 

(iv)  Bear interest at a rate designated by the 
governing body; and 
 

(v)  Be payable semiannually at the office of the city 
or town treasurer, or at any other place designated by the 
governing body. 
 

(c)  The bonds may become due serially or be redeemable as 
specified in the ordinance. They shall be signed by the mayor 
and countersigned by the clerk and the treasurer of the city or 
town and may be sold and disposed of in an amount sufficient for 
the purpose for which they were issued, as determined by the 
governing body. No bonds may be sold for less than their par 
value. 
 

15-8-102.  Register; contents; cancellation. 



 
(a)  The bonds shall be registered by the city or town 

treasurer in a book kept for that purpose. The register shall 
show: 
 

(i)  The date of issue; 
 

(ii)  The number; 
 

(iii)  The amount; 
 

(iv)  To whom the bonds were issued; and 
 

(v)  The date of redemption and payment. 
 

(b)  The treasurer shall cause the word "paid" to be cut in 
the bond and coupon when they are paid. 
 

15-8-103.  Tax for interest and redemption. 
 
A tax shall be levied and collected annually on all the taxable 
property within the city or town sufficient to pay the interest 
on the bonds and redeem them as they become due. The tax shall 
be levied and collected the same as other taxes of the city or 
town. 
 

15-8-104.  Order of redemption. 
 
If serial bonds are issued the city or town shall redeem them as 
they become due. If redeemable bonds are issued the city or 
town, during the last half of the term the bonds have to run, 
shall redeem annually a portion of the principal equal to a sum 
produced by taking the whole amount of bonds outstanding and 
dividing it by the number of years the bonds then have to run. 
 

15-8-105.  Sale or exchange; consideration acceptable; 
proceeds; redemption notice. 
 
The bonds shall be sold for cash, or may be sold or exchanged 
for any other city or town indebtedness for the redemption of 
which they were issued, but no bonds may be sold or exchanged 
for less than their par value and the accrued interest at the 
time of disposal. No city or town indebtedness may be redeemed 
for more than its face value and the interest due. If part of 
the bonds are sold for money, the proceeds shall be applied 
exclusively toward the redemption of the indebtedness for which 
the bonds were issued. The treasurer of the city or town shall 



give notice of his readiness to redeem the indebtedness and that 
the interest on it shall cease after thirty (30) days from the 
date of the notice. 
 

15-8-106.  Ordinance required. 
 
The governing body of any city or town desiring to issue bonds 
pursuant to this chapter shall provide for them by ordinance. 
 

CHAPTER 9 
URBAN RENEWAL 

 
ARTICLE 1 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

15-9-101.  Short title. 
 
This chapter may be cited as the "Wyoming Urban Renewal Code." 
 

15-9-102.  Legislative findings. 
 

(a)  It is hereby found and declared that there exists in 
municipalities of the state slum and blighted areas (as herein 
defined) which constitute a serious and growing menace, 
injurious to the public health, safety, morals and welfare of 
the residents of the state; that the existence of such areas 
contributes substantially and increasingly to the spread of 
disease and crime, constitutes an economic and social liability 
imposing onerous municipal burdens which decrease the tax base 
and reduce tax revenues, substantially impairs or arrests the 
sound growth of municipalities, retards the provision of housing 
accommodations, aggravates traffic problems and substantially 
impairs or arrests the elimination of traffic hazards and the 
improvement of traffic facilities; and that the prevention and 
elimination of slums and blight is a matter of state policy and 
state concern. 
 

(b)  It is further found and declared that certain slum or 
blighted areas, or portions thereof, may require acquisition, 
clearance, and disposition subject to use restrictions, as 
provided in this act, since the prevailing conditions of decay 
may make impracticable the reclamation of the area by 
conservation or rehabilitation; that other areas or portions 
thereof may, through the means provided in this act, be 
susceptible to conservation or rehabilitation in such a manner 
that the conditions and evils hereinbefore enumerated may be 
eliminated, remedied or prevented; and that salvageable slum and 



blighted areas can be conserved and rehabilitated through 
appropriate public action as herein authorized, and the 
cooperation and voluntary action of the owners and tenants of 
property in such areas. 
 

(c)  It is further found and declared that the powers 
conferred by this act are for public uses and purposes for which 
public money may be expended and the power of eminent domain and 
police power exercised; and that the necessity in the public 
interest for the provisions herein enacted is hereby declared as 
a matter of legislative determination. 
 

15-9-103.  Definitions. 
 

(a)  As used in this chapter, unless a different meaning is 
clearly indicated by the context: 
 

(i)  "Agency" or "urban renewal agency" means a public 
agency created by W.S. 15-9-134; 
 

(ii)  "Area of operation" means the area within the 
corporate limits of the municipality and the area within five 
(5) miles of those limits, except that it does not include any 
area which lies within the territorial boundaries of another 
incorporated city or town unless a resolution has been adopted 
by the governing body of the other city or town declaring a need 
therefor; 
 

(iii)  "Blighted area" means an area which by reason 
of the presence of a substantial number of slums, deteriorated 
or deteriorating structures, predominance of defective or 
inadequate street layout, faulty lot layout in relation to size, 
adequacy, accessibility or usefulness, unsanitary or unsafe 
conditions, deterioration of site or other improvements, 
diversity of ownership, tax or special assessments, delinquency 
exceeding the fair value of the land, defective or unusual 
conditions of title, or the existence of conditions which 
endanger life or property by fire and other causes, or any 
combination of those factors, substantially impairs or arrests 
the sound growth of a municipality, retards the provision of 
housing accommodations or constitutes an economic or social 
liability and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals 
or welfare in its present condition and use.  However, if the 
blighted area consists of open land, the conditions contained in 
W.S. 15-9-110(b) apply and any disaster area referred to in W.S. 
15-9-112 constitutes a "blighted area"; 
 



(iv)  "Bonds" means any bonds, notes, interim 
certificates, certificates of indebtedness, debentures or other 
obligations; 
 

(v)  "Clerk" means the clerk or other official of the 
municipality who is the custodian of the official records of the 
municipality; 
 

(vi)  "Council" or "commission" means a council, 
board, commission, department, division, office, body or other 
unit of the municipality; 
 

(vii)  "Federal government" means the United States of 
America or any agency or instrumentality thereof; 
 

(viii)  "Local governing body" means the commission, 
council or other legislative body charged with governing the 
municipality; 
 

(ix)  "Mayor" means the mayor of a municipality or 
other officer or body having the duties customarily imposed upon 
the executive head of a municipality; 
 

(x)  "Municipality" means any incorporated or 
chartered city or town as established under Wyoming law; 
 

(xi)  "Obligee" means any bondholder, agents or 
trustees for any bondholders, or lessor demising to the 
municipality, property used in connection with an urban renewal 
project, or any assignee or assignees of the lessor's interest 
or any part thereof, and the federal government if it is a party 
to any contract with the municipality; 
 

(xii)  "Person" means any individual, firm, 
partnership, corporation, company, association, joint stock 
association or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, 
assignee or other person acting in a similar representative 
capacity; 
 

(xiii)  "Public body" means the state, or any county, 
municipality, board, commission, authority, district or any 
other subdivision or public body thereof; 
 

(xiv)  "Public officer" means any officer who is in 
charge of any department or branch of the government of the 
municipality relating to health, fire, building regulations or 
any other activities concerning dwellings in the municipality; 



 
(xv)  "Real property" means all lands, including 

improvements and fixtures thereon, and property of any nature 
appurtenant thereto, or used in connection therewith, and every 
estate, interest, right and use therein, including terms for 
years and liens by way of judgment, mortgage or otherwise; 
 

(xvi)  "Slum area" means an area in which there is a 
predominance of buildings or improvements, whether residential 
or nonresidential, which by reason of dilapidation, 
deterioration, age or obsolescence, inadequate provision for 
ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces, high 
density of population and overcrowding, or the existence of 
conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other 
causes, or any combination of those factors is conducive to ill 
health and is detrimental to the public safety, morals or 
welfare; 
 

(xvii)  "Urban renewal area" means a slum area or a 
blighted area or a combination thereof which the local governing 
body designates as appropriate for an urban renewal project; 
 

(xviii)  "Urban renewal plan" means a plan, as it 
exists from time to time, for one (1) or more urban renewal 
areas, or for any urban renewal project, which: 
 

(A)  Conforms to the general plan for the 
municipality as a whole, except as provided in W.S. 15-9-112, 
and is consistent with definite local objectives respecting 
appropriate land uses, improved traffic, public transportation, 
public utilities, recreational and community facilities and 
other public improvements; and 
 

(B)  Is sufficiently complete to indicate land 
acquisition, demolition and removal of structures, 
redevelopment, improvements and rehabilitation as may be 
proposed to be carried out in the urban renewal area, zoning and 
planning changes, if any, land used, maximum densities and 
building requirements. 
 

(xix)  "Urban renewal project" includes undertakings 
and activities of a municipality in one (1) or more urban 
renewal areas for the elimination and for the prevention of the 
development or spread of slums and blight, and may involve slum 
clearance and redevelopment in an urban renewal area, or 
rehabilitation or conservation in an urban renewal area, or any 



combination or part thereof in accordance with an urban renewal 
plan.  The undertakings and activities may include: 
 

(A)  Acquisition of a slum area or a blighted 
area or portion thereof; 
 

(B)  Demolition and removal of buildings and 
improvements; 
 

(C)  Installation, construction or reconstruction 
of streets, utilities, parks, playgrounds and other improvements 
necessary for carrying out in the urban renewal area the urban 
renewal objectives of this chapter in accordance with the urban 
renewal plan; 
 

(D)  Disposition of any property acquired in the 
urban renewal area at its fair value for uses in accordance with 
the urban renewal plan; 
 

(E)  Carrying out plans for a program of 
voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings 
or other improvements in accordance with the urban renewal plan; 
and 
 

(F)  Acquisition of any other real property in 
the urban renewal area if necessary to eliminate unhealthy, 
unsanitary or unsafe conditions, lessen density, eliminate 
obsolete or other uses detrimental to the public welfare, or 
otherwise to remove or prevent the spread of blight or 
deterioration or to provide land for needed public facilities. 
 

15-9-104.  Private enterprise to be preferred; when 
considered. 
 

(a)  A municipality, to the greatest extent it determines 
to be feasible in carrying out the provisions of this chapter 
and consistent with its needs, shall afford maximum opportunity 
to the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the urban renewal area 
by private enterprise. A municipality shall give consideration 
to this objective in exercising its powers under this chapter, 
including the: 
 

(i)  Formulation of a workable program; 
 

(ii)  Approval of communitywide plans or programs for 
urban renewal and general neighborhood renewal plans (consistent 
with the general plan of the municipality); 



 
(iii)  Exercising of its zoning powers; 

 
(iv)  Enforcement of other laws, codes and regulations 

relating to the use of land and the use and occupancy of 
buildings and improvements; 
 

(v)  Disposition of any property acquired; and 
 

(vi)  Provision of necessary public improvements. 
 

15-9-105.  Workable program; formulation; objectives and 
provisions thereof. 
 

(a)  For the purposes of this chapter a municipality may 
formulate for itself a workable program for utilizing 
appropriate private and public resources to: 
 

(i)  Eliminate and prevent the development or spread 
of slums and urban blight; 
 

(ii)  Encourage needed urban rehabilitation; 
 

(iii)  Provide for the redevelopment of slum and 
blighted areas; or 
 

(iv)  Undertake any of those activities or other 
feasible municipal activities as may be suitably employed to 
achieve the objectives of a workable program. 
 

(b)  A workable program may include provisions for the: 
 

(i)  Prevention of the spread of blight through 
diligent enforcement of housing, zoning and occupancy controls 
and standards; 
 

(ii)  Rehabilitation or conservation of slum and 
blighted areas or portions thereof by: 
 

(A)  Replanning; 
 

(B)  Removing congestion; 
 

(C)  Providing parks, playgrounds and other 
public improvements; 
 

(D)  Encouraging voluntary rehabilitation; and 



 
(E)  Compelling the repair and rehabilitation of 

deteriorated or deteriorating structures. 
 

(iii)  Clearance and redevelopment of slum and 
blighted areas or portions thereof. 
 

15-9-106.  Initiative resolution; how adopted; findings. 
 

(a)  No municipality shall exercise the authority conferred 
upon municipalities by this chapter until the local governing 
body, on its own motion or by virtue of a petition signed by 
twenty-five (25) or more electors of the municipality, has 
adopted a resolution finding that: 
 

(i)  One (1) or more slum or blighted areas exist in 
the municipality; and 
 

(ii)  The rehabilitation, conservation, redevelopment 
or a combination thereof of the area or areas is necessary in 
the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of 
the residents of the municipality. 
 

15-9-107.  Preliminary requirements for projects; 
generally. 
 
An urban renewal project for an urban renewal area shall not be 
planned or initiated unless the governing body, by resolution, 
has determined the area to be a slum area or a blighted area or 
a combination thereof and designated it as appropriate for an 
urban renewal project.  A municipality shall not acquire real 
property for any urban renewal project unless the local 
governing body has approved the urban renewal project in 
accordance with W.S. 15-9-110. 
 

15-9-108.  Preliminary requirements for projects; 
preparation of plan; review by commission. 
 
A municipality may prepare an urban renewal plan or have one 
prepared by the urban renewal agency established in W.S. 
15-9-134.  Any person or agency may also submit an urban renewal 
plan to a municipality.  Prior to approving an urban renewal 
project, the local governing body shall submit the urban renewal 
plan to the planning commission of the municipality, if any, for 
review and recommendations as to its conformity with the general 
plan for the development of the entire municipality.  The 
planning commission shall submit its written recommendations 



with respect to the proposed urban plan to the local governing 
body within thirty (30) days after receipt of the plan for 
review.  Upon receipt of the planning commission 
recommendations, or if no recommendations are received within 
thirty (30) days, the local governing body may proceed with the 
hearing on the proposed urban renewal project in accordance with 
the provisions of W.S. 15-9-109. 
 

15-9-109.  Preliminary requirements for projects; hearing; 
publication and contents of notice. 
 

(a)  The local governing body, under rules or procedures it 
determines, shall hold a public hearing on any urban renewal 
project. 
 

(b)  A notice of the hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper having a general circulation in the area of operation 
of the municipality for two (2) successive weeks, with the last 
publication thereof to be at least five (5) days prior to the 
hearing.  The notice shall: 
 

(i)  Describe the time, date, place and purpose of the 
hearing; 
 

(ii)  Generally identify the urban renewal area 
covered by the plan; and 
 

(iii)  Outline the general scope of the urban renewal 
project under consideration. 
 

15-9-110.  Preliminary requirements for projects; approval 
by and findings of governing body. 
 

(a)  Following the hearing specified in W.S. 15-9-109, the 
local governing body may approve an urban renewal project and 
the plan therefor if it finds that: 
 

(i)  A feasible method exists for the relocation of 
families who will be displaced from the urban renewal area in 
decent, safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations within their 
means and without undue hardship to those families; 
 

(ii)  The urban renewal plan conforms to the general 
plan of the municipality as a whole; 
 

(iii)  The urban renewal plan gives due consideration 
to the provision of adequate park and recreational areas and 



facilities that may be desirable for neighborhood improvement, 
with special consideration for the health, safety and welfare of 
children residing in the general vicinity of the site covered by 
the plan; 
 

(iv)  The urban renewal plan affords maximum 
opportunity, consistent with the municipality's needs, for the 
rehabilitation or redevelopment of the urban renewal area by 
private enterprise. 
 

(b)  If the urban renewal area consists of an area of open 
land to be acquired by the municipality, the area shall not be 
so acquired unless: 
 

(i)  If it is to be developed for residential uses, 
the local governing body shall determine that: 
 

(A)  A shortage of housing of sound standards and 
design which is decent, safe and sanitary exists in the 
municipality; 
 

(B)  The need for housing accommodations has been 
or will be increased as a result of the clearance of slums in 
other areas; 
 

(C)  The conditions of blight in the area and the 
shortage of decent, safe and sanitary housing cause or 
contribute to an increase in and spread of disease and crime and 
constitute a menace to the public health, safety, morals or 
welfare; and 
 

(D)  The acquisition of the area for residential 
uses is an integral part of and essential to the program of the 
municipality; 
 

(ii)  If it is to be developed for nonresidential 
uses, the local governing body shall determine that the: 
 

(A)  Nonresidential uses are necessary and 
appropriate to facilitate the proper growth and development of 
the community in accordance with sound planning standards and 
local community objectives; 
 

(B)  Acquisition may require the exercise of 
governmental action as provided in this chapter, because of: 
 



(I)  Defective or unusual conditions of 
title; 
 

(II)  Diversity of ownership; 
 

(III)  Tax delinquency; 
 

(IV)  Improper subdivisions; 
 

(V)  Outmoded street patterns; 
 

(VI)  Deterioration of site; 
 

(VII)  Economic disuse; 
 

(VIII)  Unsuitable topography or faulty lot 
layouts; 
 

(IX)  Need for the correlation of the area 
with other areas of a municipality by streets and modern traffic 
requirements; or 
 

(X)  Any combination of factors specified in 
this subparagraph or other conditions which retard development 
of the area. 
 

15-9-111.  When plan modifiable and effective. 
 

(a)  An urban renewal plan may be modified at any time. If 
a plan is modified after the lease or sale by the municipality 
of real property in the urban renewal project area, the 
modification may be conditioned upon the approval of the owner, 
lessee or successor in interest as the municipality deems 
advisable. The modification is subject to any rights at law or 
in equity as a lessee or purchaser, or his successor or 
successors in interest, are entitled to assert. 
 

(b)  Upon the approval by a municipality of an urban 
renewal plan or of any modification thereof, the plan or 
modification is deemed to be in full force and effect, and the 
municipality may then cause the plan or modification to be 
carried out in accordance with its terms. 
 

15-9-112.  Provisions not applicable for disaster area. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, if a local 
governing body certifies that an area is in need of 



redevelopment or rehabilitation as a result of a flood, fire, 
tornado, earthquake, storm or other catastrophe for which the 
governor of the state has certified the need for disaster 
assistance under 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq., or other federal law, 
the local governing body may approve an urban renewal plan and 
an urban renewal project for that area without regard to the 
provisions of W.S. 15-9-109 and the provisions of this act 
requiring a general plan for the municipality and a public 
hearing on the urban renewal project. 
 

15-9-113.  General powers of municipality. 
 

(a)  In addition to any other powers specified by law, 
every municipality has all the powers necessary to carry out the 
purposes and provisions of this chapter, including the following 
powers: 
 

(i)  To undertake and carry out urban renewal projects 
and related activities within its area of operation; and to: 
 

(A)  Make and execute contracts and other 
instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of its 
powers under this act; 
 

(B)  Disseminate slum clearance and urban renewal 
information. 
 

(ii)  To provide or to arrange or contract for the 
furnishing or repair by any person or agency, public or private, 
of services, privileges, works, streets, roads, public utilities 
or other facilities for or in connection with an urban renewal 
project; 
 

(iii)  To install, construct and reconstruct streets, 
utilities, parks, playgrounds and other public improvements; 
 

(iv)  To agree to any conditions that it deems 
reasonable and appropriate attached to federal financial 
assistance and imposed pursuant to federal law relating to the 
determination of prevailing salaries or wages or compliance with 
labor standards, in the undertaking or carrying out of an urban 
renewal project and related activities and to include in any 
contract let in connection with such a project and related 
activities, provisions to fulfill those conditions as it deems 
reasonable and appropriate; 
 



(v)  Within its area of operation, to enter into any 
building or property in any urban renewal area in order to make 
inspections, surveys, appraisals, soundings or test borings, and 
to obtain an order for this purpose from a court of competent 
jurisdiction in the event entry is denied or resisted as 
provided by law; 
 

(vi)  To acquire by purchase, lease, option, gift, 
grant, bequest, devise, eminent domain or otherwise, any real 
property (or personal property for its administrative purposes) 
together with any improvements thereon and to hold, improve, 
clear or prepare for redevelopment any such property; 
 

(vii)  To mortgage, pledge, hypothecate or otherwise 
encumber or dispose of any real property; 
 

(viii)  To insure or provide for the insurance of any 
real or personal property; 
 

(ix)  To enter into any contracts necessary to 
effectuate the purposes of this act; 
 

(x)  To invest any urban renewal project funds held in 
reserves or sinking funds or any such funds not required for 
immediate disbursement in property or securities in which 
savings banks may legally invest funds subject to their control, 
or to deposit in savings accounts in national or state banks and 
to redeem any bonds issued pursuant to W.S. 15-9-119 at the 
redemption price established therein or to purchase those bonds 
at less than redemption price, all such bonds so redeemed or 
purchased to be cancelled; 
 

(xi)  To borrow money and to apply for and accept any 
form of financial assistance from any source for the purposes of 
this chapter, to give such security as may be required, to enter 
into and carry out contracts or agreements in connection 
therewith and to include in any contract for financial 
assistance with the federal government for or with respect to 
any urban renewal project and related activities such conditions 
imposed pursuant to federal laws as the municipality deems 
reasonable and appropriate and which are not inconsistent with 
the purposes of this chapter; 
 

(xii)  Within its area of operation, to make or have 
made all surveys and plans necessary to the carrying out of the 
purposes of this chapter and to contract with any person, public 
or private, in making and carrying out those plans and to adopt 



or approve, modify and amend those plans, which plans may 
include but are not limited to: 
 

(A)  A general plan for the locality as a whole; 
 

(B)  Urban renewal plans; 
 

(C)  Plans for carrying out a program of 
voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings 
and improvements; 
 

(D)  Plans for the enforcement of state and local 
laws, codes, ordinances and regulations relating to the use of 
land, the use and occupancy of buildings and improvements and to 
the compulsory repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal of 
buildings and improvements; and 
 

(E)  Perform or contract the performance of 
appraisals, title searches, surveys, studies and other plans and 
work necessary to prepare for the undertaking of urban renewal 
projects and related activities, to develop, test and report 
methods and techniques and carry out demonstrations and other 
activities for the prevention and the elimination of slums and 
urban blight. 
 

(xiii)  To prepare plans for and assist in the 
relocation of any persons displaced by an urban renewal project, 
and to make relocation payments to or with respect to those 
persons for moving expenses and losses of property for which 
reimbursement or compensation is not otherwise made, including 
the making of such payments financed by the federal government; 
 

(xiv)  To appropriate funds, make expenditures and 
levy taxes and assessments as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this act; 
 

(xv)  To zone or rezone any part of the municipality 
or make exceptions from building regulations; 
 

(xvi)  To enter into agreements with an urban renewal 
agency vested with urban renewal project power under W.S. 
15-9-133, which agreements may extend over any period, 
notwithstanding any provision or rule of law to the contrary, 
respecting action to be taken by a municipality pursuant to any 
of the powers granted by this chapter; 
 



(xvii)  To close, vacate, plan or replan streets, 
roads, sidewalks, ways or other places; 
 

(xviii)  To plan or replan any part of the 
municipality; 
 

(xix)  Within its area of operation, to organize, 
coordinate and direct the administration of the provisions of 
this act as they apply to the municipality in order that the 
objective of remedying slum and blighted areas and preventing 
the causes thereof within the municipality may be most 
effectively promoted and achieved and to establish new offices 
of the municipality or to reorganize existing offices in order 
to carry out the purpose most effectively; 
 

(xx)  To exercise all or any part or combination of 
powers granted by this section; and 
 

(xxi)  To plan and undertake neighborhood development 
programs consisting of urban renewal project undertakings and 
activities in one (1) or more urban renewal areas which are 
planned and carried out on the basis of annual increments in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter for planning and 
carrying out urban renewal projects. 
 

15-9-114.  Condemnation. 
 

(a)  A municipality has the right to acquire by 
condemnation any interest in real property, including a fee 
simple title thereto, which it deems necessary for or in 
connection with an urban renewal project under this chapter. A 
municipality may exercise the power of eminent domain in the 
manner now provided or which may be hereafter provided by any 
other statutory provisions. Property already devoted to a public 
use may be acquired in like manner, provided that no real 
property belonging to the United States, the state or any 
political subdivision thereof, may be acquired without its 
consent. 
 

(b)  In any proceeding to fix compensation for damages for 
the taking or damaging of property, or any interest therein, 
through the exercise of the power of eminent domain or 
condemnation, evidence or testimony bearing upon the following 
matters is admissible and shall be considered, in addition to 
evidence or testimony otherwise admissible, in fixing the 
compensation for damages: 
 



(i)  Any use, condition, occupancy or operation of the 
property, which is unlawful or violative of or subject to 
elimination, abatement, prohibition or correction under any law 
or any ordinance or regulatory measure of the state, county, 
municipality, other political subdivisions or any agency 
thereof, in which the property is located, as being unsafe, 
substandard, unsanitary or otherwise contrary to the public 
health, safety or welfare; 
 

(ii)  The effect on the value of the property of any 
such use, condition, occupancy or operation, or of the 
elimination, abatement, prohibition or correction of any such 
use, condition, occupancy or operation. 
 

(c)  The testimony or evidence specified in subsection (b) 
of this section is admissible notwithstanding that no action has 
been taken by any public body or public office toward the 
abatement, prohibition, elimination or correction of any such 
use, condition, occupancy or operation. Testimony or evidence 
that any public body or public office charged with the duty or 
authority so to do has rendered, made or issued any judgment, 
decree, determination or order for the abatement, prohibition, 
elimination or correction of any such use, condition, occupancy 
or operation is admissible and is prima facie evidence of the 
existence and character of that use, condition or operation. 
 

15-9-115.  Property acquired in project; disposition and 
use generally. 
 

(a)  A municipality may: 
 

(i)  Sell, lease or otherwise transfer real property 
or any interest therein acquired by it in an urban renewal 
project; 
 

(ii)  Enter into contracts with respect to such 
property for residential, recreational, commercial, industrial, 
educational or other uses or for public use; or 
 

(iii)  Retain the property or interest for public use 
in accordance with the urban renewal plan, subject to any 
covenants, conditions and restrictions, including covenants 
running with the land, as it deems necessary or desirable to 
assist in preventing the development or spread of future slums 
or blighted areas or to otherwise carry out the purposes of this 
chapter. 
 



(b)  The sale, lease, other transfer or retention of 
property specified in subsection (a) of this section, and any 
agreement relating thereto, may be made only after the local 
governing body approves the urban renewal plan. 
 

(c)  The purchasers or lessees and their successors and 
assigns are obliged to devote the real property only to the uses 
specified in the urban renewal plan and may be obligated to 
comply with any other requirements the municipality determines 
to be in the public interest, including the obligation to begin 
within a reasonable time any improvements on the real property 
required by the urban renewal plan. With respect to any real 
property in an urban renewal area acquired by any public body, 
political subdivision, agency or office of the state for uses in 
accordance with an urban renewal plan, the public body, 
political subdivision, agency or office of the state is 
authorized to obligate itself and its successors or assigns to 
devote the real property only to the uses specified in the urban 
renewal plan and, to the extent funds have been authorized or 
appropriated, to obligate itself to begin improvements required 
by the urban renewal plan. 
 

(d)  The real property or interest shall be sold, leased, 
otherwise transferred or retained at not less than its fair 
value for uses in accordance with the urban renewal plan. In 
determining the fair value, a municipality shall give 
consideration to: 
 

(i)  The uses provided therein; 
 

(ii)  The restrictions upon and the conditions and 
obligations assumed by the purchaser or lessee or by the 
municipality retaining the property; and 
 

(iii)  The objectives of the plan for the prevention 
of the recurrence of slum or blighted areas. 
 

(e)  The municipality in any instrument of conveyance to a 
private purchaser or lessee may provide that the purchaser or 
lessee is without power to sell, lease or otherwise transfer the 
real property without the prior written consent of the 
municipality until he has completed the construction of any 
improvements which he is obligated to construct thereon. Real 
property acquired by a municipality which is to be transferred 
in accordance with the provisions of the urban renewal plan, 
shall be transferred as rapidly as feasible in the public 
interest consistent with carrying out of the provisions of the 



plan. Any contract for the transfer and the urban renewal plan 
shall be recorded in the land records of the county in the 
manner provided by law to afford actual or constructive notice 
thereof. 
 

15-9-116.  Property acquired in project; disposition to 
private persons; procedure; notice; proposals; contracts. 
 

(a)  A municipality may: 
 

(i)  Dispose of real property in an urban renewal area 
to private persons only under reasonable procedures it 
prescribes or as are provided in this section; 
 

(ii)  By notice published once each week for four (4) 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in 
the community, prior to the execution of any contract to sell, 
lease or otherwise transfer real property and prior to the 
delivery of any instrument of conveyance with respect thereto 
under the provisions of this section, invite proposals from and 
make available all pertinent information to private redevelopers 
or any persons interested in undertaking to redevelop or 
rehabilitate an urban renewal area or any part thereof.  The 
notice shall: 
 

(A)  Identify the area or portion thereof; 
 

(B)  State that: 
 

(I)  Proposals shall be made by those 
interested within thirty (30) days after the last day of 
publication of the notice; and 
 

(II)  Information as is available may be 
obtained at the office designated in the notice. 
 

(b)  The municipality shall consider all redevelopment or 
rehabilitation proposals and the financial and legal ability of 
the persons making the proposals to carry them out.  The 
municipality may accept any proposals it deems to be in the 
public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of this 
chapter.  A notification of intention to accept a proposal shall 
be filed with the governing body not less than thirty (30) days 
prior to acceptance. Thereafter the municipality may execute a 
contract and deliver deeds, leases and other instruments and 
take all steps necessary to effectuate a contract in accordance 
with the provisions of W.S. 15-9-115. 



 
15-9-117.  Property acquired in project; temporary 

operation and maintenance. 
 
A municipality may temporarily operate and maintain real 
property acquired by it in an urban renewal area for or in 
connection with an urban renewal project pending the disposition 
of the property as authorized in this chapter, without regard to 
the provisions of W.S. 15-9-115, for any uses and purposes it 
deems desirable even though not in conformity with the urban 
renewal plan. 
 

15-9-118.  Property acquired in project; disposition when 
area designated under federal provisions. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, if the 
municipality is situated in an area designated as a 
redevelopment area under the Federal Area Redevelopment Act 42 
U.S.C. 3161 et seq., land in an urban renewal project area 
designated under the urban renewal plan for industrial or 
commercial uses may be disposed of to any public body or 
nonprofit corporation for subsequent disposition as promptly as 
practicable by the public body or corporation for redevelopment 
in accordance with the urban renewal plan.  Only the purchaser 
from or lessee of the public body or corporation, and their 
assignees, are required to assume the obligation of beginning 
the building of improvements within a reasonable time.  Any 
disposition of land to a public body or corporation under this 
section shall be made at its fair value for uses in accordance 
with the urban renewal plan. 
 

15-9-119.  Bonds authorized; payment thereof; security. 
 

(a)  A municipality is empowered to issue: 
 

(i)  Revenue bonds to finance the undertaking of any 
urban renewal project under this chapter, including, without 
limiting the generality thereof, the payment of principal and 
interest upon any advances for surveys and plans or preliminary 
loans; and 
 

(ii)  Refunding bonds for the payment or retirement of 
bonds previously issued by it. 
 

(b)  The bonds shall be made payable solely from the 
income, proceeds and revenues derived from the municipality's 
undertaking and carrying out of urban renewal projects under 



this chapter. However, payment of the bonds may be further 
secured by a pledge of any loan, grant or contribution from the 
federal government or other source in aid of any urban renewal 
projects of the municipality under this chapter. 
 

15-9-120.  Taxes upon property; authorized division 
thereof. 
 

(a)  Any urban renewal plan may contain a provision that 
taxes, if any, levied upon taxable property in an urban renewal 
project each year by or for the benefit of a municipality in the 
state shall be divided as follows: 
 

(i)  That portion of the taxes which would be produced 
by the rate upon which the tax is levied each year by or for 
each of the taxing agencies upon the total sum of the assessed 
value of the taxable property in the urban renewal project as 
shown upon the assessment roll used in connection with the 
taxation of the property by the taxing agency, last equalized 
prior to the effective date of the urban renewal project shall 
be allocated to and, when collected, paid into the funds of the 
respective taxing agencies as taxes by or for those taxing 
agencies on all other property are paid (for the purpose of 
allocating taxes by or for any taxing agency which did not 
include the territory in the urban renewal project on the 
effective date of the project but which territory had been 
annexed or otherwise included after the effective date, the 
assessment of the county last equalized on the project shall be 
used in determining the assessed valuation on the taxable 
property in the project on the effective date); and 
 

(ii)  That portion of the levied taxes each year in 
excess of the amount specified in paragraph (a)(i) of this 
section shall be allocated to and, when collected, paid into a 
special fund of the participating municipality or urban renewal 
agency to pay the principal and interest on loaned money 
advanced to, or any indebtedness incurred by the municipality or 
urban renewal agency.  Unless the total assessed valuation of 
the taxable property in an urban renewal project exceeds the 
total assessed value of the taxable property in the project as 
shown by the last equalized assessment roll referred to in 
paragraph (a)(i) of this section, all of the taxes levied and 
collected upon the taxable property in the urban renewal project 
shall be paid into the funds of the respective taxing agencies.  
When any loans, advances and indebtedness, if any, and interest 
have been paid in full, all monies thereafter received from 
taxes upon the taxable property in the urban renewal project 



shall be paid into the funds of the various taxing agencies as 
taxes on all other property are paid. 
 

15-9-121.  Taxes upon property; when pledging allowed. 
 
In any urban renewal plan or in proceedings for the advance of 
monies or making of loans or the incurring of any indebtedness 
by the municipality or agency to finance or refinance in whole 
or in part the urban renewal project, the portion of the taxes 
specified in W.S. 15-9-120(a)(ii) may be irrevocably pledged for 
the payment of the principal of and interest on those loans or 
advances or that indebtedness. 
 

15-9-122.  Bonds; provisions inapplicable; tax exemption. 
 

(a)  Revenue bonds issued under this chapter: 
 

(i)  Do not constitute an indebtedness within the 
meaning of any constitutional or statutory debt limitation or 
restriction; 
 

(ii)  Are not subject to the provisions of any other 
law or charter relating to the authorization, issuance or sale 
of bonds. 
 

(b)  Bonds issued under this chapter are for an essential 
public and governmental purpose and, together with interest 
thereon and income therefrom, are exempt from all taxes. 
 

15-9-123.  Bonds; resolution or ordinance; characteristics. 
 
Bonds issued under this chapter shall be authorized by 
resolution or ordinance of the local governing body.  The bonds 
may be issued in one (1) or more series and shall bear the date 
or dates, be payable upon demand or mature at the time or times, 
bear interest at the rate or rates, be in the denomination or 
denominations and form, either with or without coupon or 
registered, carry conversion or registration privileges, have 
the rank or priority, be executed in a manner and payable in a 
medium of payment at the place or places, be subject to the 
terms of redemption (with or without premium), be secured in the 
manner and have other characteristics as may be provided by the 
resolution or ordinance or trust indenture or mortgage issued 
pursuant thereto. 
 

15-9-124.  Bonds; sale or exchange. 
 



Bonds may be sold at not less than par at public sales held 
after notice published prior to the sale in a newspaper having a 
general circulation in the area of operation and in any other 
medium of publication as the municipality determines or may be 
exchanged for other bonds on the basis of par.  However, the 
bonds may be sold to the federal government at a private sale at 
not less than par.  If less than all of the authorized principal 
amount on the bonds is sold to the federal government, the 
balance may be sold at private sale at not less than par at an 
interest cost to the municipality or not to exceed the interest 
cost to the municipality of the portion of the bonds sold to the 
federal government. 
 

15-9-125.  Bonds; signatures and negotiability. 
 
If any of the public officials of the municipality whose 
signatures appear on any bonds or coupons issued under this 
chapter cease to be officials before the delivery of the bonds, 
the signatures are valid and sufficient for all purposes, the 
same as if the officials had remained in office until the 
delivery. Any provision of any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding, any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter are 
fully negotiable. 
 

15-9-126.  Bonds; recitation thereon. 
 
In any suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or 
enforceability of any bond issued under this chapter or the 
security therefor, the bond reciting in substance that it has 
been issued by the municipality in connection with an urban 
renewal project, as defined in W.S. 15-9-103 is conclusively 
deemed to have been issued for that purpose and the project is 
conclusively deemed to have been planned, located and carried 
out in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
 

15-9-127.  General obligation bonds; purposes; 
authorization; approval; characteristics; other provisions 
unaffected. 
 

(a)  In addition to the authority to issue bonds pursuant 
to W.S. 15-9-119, any municipality may issue general obligation 
bonds for the urban renewal purposes specified in subsection (b) 
of this section and subject to the requirements thereof and the 
requirements of the constitution and any other applicable laws. 
 

(b)  General obligation bonds issued by a municipality for 
the purposes of aiding in the planning, undertaking or carrying 



out of any urban renewal project and related activities of a 
municipality, its board or commission, or its agency under this 
chapter shall be authorized by resolution or ordinance of the 
local governing body and shall be approved by a vote of the 
people residing in the issuing governmental unit at an election 
called, conducted, canvassed and returned in the manner provided 
for bond elections by the Political Subdivision Bond Election 
Law, W.S. 22-21-101 through 22-21-112. 
 

(c)  The bonds shall bear any characteristics as may be 
provided by the resolution or ordinance or trust indenture or 
mortgage issued pursuant thereto, including the characteristics 
specified in W.S. 15-9-123.  Nothing in this section limits or 
otherwise adversely affects any other section of this chapter. 
 

15-9-128.  Investment of funds in bonds authorized; duty of 
care. 
 

(a)  Anyone carrying on a banking or investment business or 
an insurance business and all fiduciaries may legally invest any 
monies or other funds belonging to them or within their control 
in any bonds or other obligations issued by a municipality 
pursuant to this chapter. 
 

(b)  It is the purpose of this section to authorize any 
persons, political subdivisions and officers, public or private, 
to use any funds owned or controlled by them for the purchase of 
any such bonds or other obligations. 
 

(c)  Nothing contained in this section with regard to legal 
investments shall be construed as relieving any person of any 
duty of exercising reasonable care in selecting securities. 
 

15-9-129.  Exemption of property from execution; exception. 
 
All property of a municipality or agency, including funds owned 
or held by it for the purposes of this chapter, are exempt from 
levy and sale by virtue of any execution. No execution or other 
judicial process shall issue against the property nor shall 
judgment against a municipality or agency be a charge or lien 
upon the property. The provisions of this section do not apply 
to or limit the right of obligees to pursue any remedies for the 
enforcement of any pledge or lien given pursuant to this chapter 
by a municipality or agency on its rents, fees, grants or 
revenues from urban renewal projects. 
 



15-9-130.  Exemption of property from taxation; termination 
thereof. 
 
The property of a municipality or agency acquired or held for 
the purposes of this chapter, is public property used for 
essential public and governmental purposes. The property is 
exempt from all taxes of the municipality, the county, the state 
or any political subdivision thereof. However, the tax exemption 
terminates if the municipality or agency sells, leases or 
otherwise disposes of the property in any urban renewal area to 
a purchaser or lessee which is not a public body entitled to tax 
exemption for the property. 
 

15-9-131.  Powers of municipality, public body in aiding 
project. 
 

(a)  To aid in the planning, undertaking or carrying out of 
an urban renewal project and related activities authorized by 
this chapter located within the area in which it is authorized 
to act, any public body or municipality, upon terms and with or 
without consideration as it determines, may: 
 

(i)  Dedicate, sell, convey or lease any of its 
interest in any property or grant easements, licenses or other 
rights or privileges therein to a municipality; 
 

(ii)  Incur the entire expense of any public 
improvements it makes in exercising the powers granted in this 
section; 
 

(iii)  Do any and all things necessary to aid or 
cooperate in the planning or carrying out of an urban renewal 
plan; 
 

(iv)  Lend, grant or contribute funds to a 
municipality; 
 

(v)  Enter into agreements (which may extend over any 
period, notwithstanding any provision or rule of law to the 
contrary) with the federal government, a municipality or any 
other public body respecting action to be taken pursuant to any 
of the powers granted by this chapter, including the furnishing 
of funds or other assistance in connection with an urban renewal 
project and related activities; 
 

(vi)  Borrow money and apply for and accept any form 
of financial assistance from any source; 



 
(vii)  Furnish any public buildings and public 

facilities or any other works which it is otherwise empowered to 
undertake; 
 

(viii)  Furnish, dedicate, close, vacate, pave, 
install, grade, regrade, plan or replan streets, roads, 
sidewalks, ways or other places; 
 

(ix)  Plan or replan, zone or rezone any part of the 
public body or make exceptions from building regulations; and 
 

(x)  Cause administrative and other services to be 
furnished to the municipality. 
 

(b)  If at any time title to or possession of any urban 
renewal project is held by any public body or governmental 
agency, other than the municipality which is authorized by law 
to engage in the undertaking, carrying out or administration of 
urban renewal projects and related activities (including any 
agency or instrumentality of the United States of America), the 
provisions of the agreements referred to in this section inure 
to the benefit of and may be enforced by the public body or 
governmental agency. 
 

(c)  Any sale, conveyance, lease or agreement pursuant to 
this section may be made by a public body without appraisal, 
public notice, advertisement or public bidding. 
 

(d)  As used in this section, "municipality" includes an 
urban renewal agency vested with all of the urban renewal 
project powers pursuant to W.S. 15-9-133. 
 

15-9-132.  Instruments presumed properly executed. 
 
Any instrument executed by a municipality and purporting to 
convey the right, title or interest in any property under this 
chapter is conclusively presumed to have been executed in 
compliance with the provisions hereof insofar as title or other 
interest of any bona fide purchasers, lessees or transferees of 
the property is concerned. 
 

15-9-133.  Exercise of powers; delegation and scope 
thereof; exceptions. 
 

(a)  A municipality may itself exercise its urban renewal 
powers as specified in this chapter. 



 
(b)  As used in this section, "urban renewal powers," when 

applied to their exercise by the urban renewal agency, include 
the rights, powers, functions and duties of a municipality set 
forth in this chapter, except the following: 
 

(i)  The determination of an area to be a slum or 
blighted area or combination thereof and the designation of an 
area as appropriate for an urban renewal project; 
 

(ii)  Approval of urban renewal plans and 
modifications thereof; 
 

(iii)  General neighborhood renewal plans and 
communitywide plans or programs for urban renewal; 
 

(iv)  Establishment of a general plan for the locality 
as a whole; 
 

(v)  The power to formulate a workable program under 
W.S. 15-9-105. 
 

(c)  A municipality shall not delegate to an urban renewal 
agency or a board or commission, the power to acquire by 
condemnation real property within the boundaries of an urban 
renewal area. 
 

15-9-134.  Agency; creation; board of commissioners; 
appointment; compensation; actions and procedure; removal. 
 

(a)  There is created in each municipality a public body 
corporate and politic to be known as the "urban renewal agency" 
of the municipality.  The urban renewal agency shall not 
exercise its powers under this chapter until or unless the local 
governing body has made the finding prescribed in W.S. 15-9-106 
and has elected to have urban renewal powers exercised by an 
urban renewal agency as provided in W.S. 15-9-133. 
 

(b)  The mayor, by and with the consent and advice of the 
local governing body, shall appoint a board of five (5) 
commissioners of the urban renewal agency selected on the basis 
of their interest in and knowledge of community planning, urban 
renewal and business management.  Any person may be appointed as 
commissioner if he resides within the area of operation of the 
agency (which shall have the same bounds or limits as the area 
of operation of the municipality) and is otherwise eligible for 
appointment under this chapter.  The original appointment of 



commissioners shall be as follows: one (1) for a term of one (1) 
year; one (1) for a term of two (2) years; one (1) for a term of 
three (3) years; one (1) for a term of four (4) years; and one 
(1) for a term of five (5) years.  Thereafter each appointment 
shall be for a term of five (5) years. 
 

(c)  Each commissioner shall hold office until his 
successor is appointed and qualified.  A certificate of the 
appointment or reappointment of any commissioner shall be filed 
with the clerk of the municipality and the certificate is 
conclusive evidence of the commissioner's due and proper 
appointment. 
 

(d)  A commissioner shall receive no compensation for his 
services but is entitled to necessary expenses incurred in the 
discharge of his duties.  No commissioner or other officer of 
any urban renewal agency, board or commission exercising powers 
pursuant to this chapter shall hold any other public municipal 
office for which compensation is received. 
 

(e)  The powers of an urban renewal agency shall be 
exercised by the commissioners thereof.  A majority of the 
commissioners constitute a quorum for all purposes.  Action may 
be taken by the agency upon a vote of a majority of the 
commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws require a 
larger number. Annually, at the first meeting, the board of 
commissioners shall elect its officers.  Each officer shall hold 
office for a term of one (1) year and until his successor is 
elected and qualified. 
 

(f)  A commissioner may be removed from office for 
inefficiency, neglect of duty or misconduct in office only 
after: 
 

(i)  A hearing; 
 

(ii)  He has been given a copy of the charges at least 
ten (10) days prior to the hearing; and 
 

(iii)  He has had an opportunity to be heard in person 
or by counsel. 
 

15-9-135.  Agency; staff. 
 
An agency may employ an executive director, technical experts 
and any other agents and employees it requires and determine 



their qualifications, duties and compensation.  An agency may 
also employ or retain its own counsel and legal staff. 
 

15-9-136.  Agency; annual reports. 
 
An agency authorized to transact business and exercise powers 
under this chapter shall file with the local governing body on 
or before May 31 of each year a report of its activities for the 
preceding calendar year.  The report shall include a complete 
financial statement setting forth its assets, liabilities, 
income and operating expenses as of the end of that calendar 
year.  At the time of filing the report, the agency shall 
publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the community a 
notice to the effect that the report has been filed with the 
municipality and is available for inspection during business 
hours in the office of the clerk of the municipality and in the 
office of the agency. 
 

15-9-137.  Voluntary conflicts of interest prohibited; 
disclosure of involuntary conflicts; violation. 
 
No public official or employee of a municipality, or board or 
commission thereof, and no commissioner or employee of an urban 
renewal agency vested by a municipality with urban renewal 
project powers under W.S. 15-9-133 shall voluntarily acquire any 
personal interest, direct or indirect, in any urban renewal 
project, or in any property included or planned to be included 
in any urban renewal project of that municipality or in any 
contract or proposed contract in connection with that urban 
renewal project.  If the acquisition is not voluntary, the 
interest acquired shall be immediately disclosed in writing to 
the local governing body, and the disclosure shall be entered 
upon the minutes thereof. If any official, commissioner or 
employee presently owns or controls, or owned or controlled 
within the preceding two (2) years, any interest, directly or 
indirectly, in any property which he knows is included or 
planned to be included in any urban renewal project, he shall 
immediately disclose this fact in writing to the local governing 
body.  The disclosure shall be entered upon the minutes of the 
governing body, and no such official, commissioner or employee 
shall participate in any action by the municipality, or board or 
commission thereof, or urban renewal agency, affecting the 
property.  Any disclosure required to be made by this section to 
the local governing body shall concurrently be made to an urban 
renewal agency which has been vested with urban renewal project 
powers by the municipality pursuant to this chapter.  Any 



violation of the provisions of this section constitutes 
misconduct in office. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
15-9-201.  Declarations. 

 
(a)  The Wyoming legislature declares that the organization 

of downtown development authorities having the purposes and 
powers provided in this act will serve a public use; will 
promote the health, safety, prosperity, security and general 
welfare of the inhabitants thereof and of the people of this 
state, will halt or prevent deterioration of property values or 
structures within central business districts, will halt or 
prevent the growth of blighted areas within such districts, and 
will assist municipalities in the development and redevelopment 
of such districts and in the overall planning to restore or 
provide for the continuance of the health thereof, and will be 
of especial benefit to the property within the boundaries of any 
authority created pursuant to the provisions of this article. 
 

(b)  The Wyoming legislature determines, finds and declares 
that because of a number of atypical factors and special 
conditions concerning downtown development unique to each 
locality, the rule of strict construction shall have no 
application to this article, but it shall be liberally construed 
to effect the purposes and objects for which it is intended. 
 

15-9-202.  Definitions. 
 

(a)  As used in this article, unless the context otherwise 
requires: 
 

(i)  "Authority" means a downtown development 
authority created pursuant to the provisions of this article in 
any municipality of this state and any successor to its 
functions, authority, rights and obligations; 
 

(ii)  "Blighted area" means an area within the central 
business district which, by reason of the presence of a 
substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating structures, 
predominance of defective or inadequate street layout, faulty 
lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, 
usefulness, or unsanitary or unsafe conditions, deterioration of 
site or other improvements, unusual topography, defective or 
unusual conditions of title rendering the title nonmarketable, 



or the existence of conditions which endanger life or property 
by fire and other causes, or any combination of such factors, 
substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of the central 
business district, retards the provision of housing 
accommodations, or constitutes an economic or social liability 
and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals or welfare 
in its present condition and use; 
 

(iii)  "Board" means the board of the authority or the 
governing body when acting as the authority pursuant to W.S. 
15-9-203; 
 

(iv)  "Central business district" means the area in a 
municipality which is and traditionally has been the location of 
the principal business, commercial, financial, service and 
governmental center, zoned or used accordingly; 
 

(v)  "Development project" or "project" means 
undertakings and activities of an authority or municipality as 
authorized in this article in a designated area for the 
development or redevelopment of the area in accordance with a 
plan of development and includes: 
 

(A)  The planning or management of development or 
improvement activities; 
 

(B)  Landscaping or other maintenance of public 
areas; 
 

(C)  Promotion of public events; 
 

(D)  Activities in support of business 
recruitment and development; 
 

(E)  Any other economic improvement activity for 
which an assessment may be made on property specially benefited 
thereby. 
 

(vi)  "Director" means the chief executive officer of 
the authority; 
 

(vii)  "District" means the authority or the area 
within which the authority may exercise its powers; 
 

(viii)  "Downtown" means a specifically defined area 
of the municipality in the central business district, 



established by the governing body of the municipality pursuant 
to this article; 
 

(ix)  "Governing body" means the city council, town 
council or other governing board of any municipality of this 
state; 
 

(x)  "Landowner" means the owner in fee of any 
undivided interest in real property or any improvement 
permanently affixed thereto within the district. As used in this 
article, "owner in fee" includes a contract purchaser obligated 
to pay general taxes, an heir or a devisee under a will admitted 
to probate and does not include a contract seller of property 
with respect to which the contract purchaser is deemed to be the 
owner in fee for purposes of this paragraph; 
 

(xi)  "Lessee" means the holder of a leasehold 
interest in real property within the district. As used in this 
article, "leasehold interest" does not include a license or mere 
contract right to use real property within the district; 
 

(xii)  "Municipal sales tax" means revenues 
distributed to the municipalities from the state of Wyoming from 
the state sales tax as provided in W.S. 39-15-111, and includes 
the share distributed to a municipality from any tax collected 
under the provisions of W.S. 39-15-203; 
 

(xiii)  "Plan of development" means a plan, as it 
exists from time to time, for the development or redevelopment 
of a downtown development area, including all properly approved 
amendments thereto; 
 

(xiv)  "Plan of development area" or "development 
area" means an area in the central business district which the 
board and the governing body designate as appropriate for a 
development project; 
 

(xv)  "Planning board" means the agency designated by 
the governing body of the municipality which is chiefly 
responsible for planning in the municipality and, if no separate 
agency exists, "planning board" means the governing body of the 
municipality; 
 

(xvi)  "Property tax" means the revenue derived from 
the eight (8) mill tax authorized by Article 15, Section 6 of 
the Wyoming Constitution; 
 



(xvii)  "Public body" means the state of Wyoming or 
any municipality, quasi-municipal corporation, board, 
commission, authority or other political subdivision or public 
corporate body of the state; 
 

(xviii)  "Public facility" includes but is not limited 
to any streets, parks, plazas, parking facilities, playgrounds, 
pedestrian malls, rights-of-way, structures, waterways, bridges, 
lakes, ponds, canals, utility lines or pipes, and buildings, 
including access routes to any of the foregoing, designed for 
use by the public generally or used by any public agency with or 
without charge, whether or not the same is revenue-producing; 
 

(xix)  "Qualified elector" means a resident as defined 
in this section; 
 

(xx)  "Resident" means one who is a citizen of the 
United States and a resident of Wyoming, eighteen (18) years of 
age or older, who makes his residence within the municipality. 
 

15-9-203.  Powers of governing body; creation of authority; 
status thereof. 
 
A municipality may itself exercise the powers specified in this 
article, or if the governing body, by resolution, determines it 
to be in the public interest, it may elect to create and 
establish a downtown development authority, pursuant to the 
provisions of this article. The authority shall have all the 
powers provided in this article that are authorized by the 
ordinance authorizing the authority, or any amendment thereto. 
When established, the authority shall be a body corporate and 
capable of being a party to suits, proceedings and contracts the 
same as municipalities in this state. The authority may be 
dissolved by ordinance of the governing body, if there is no 
outstanding indebtedness of the authority or if adequate 
provision for the payment of such indebtedness is provided. 
 

15-9-204.  Organizational procedure. 
 

(a)  Upon petition of twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
persons owning nonresidential property within the proposed 
district and following a public hearing, if the governing body 
of a municipality determines it is necessary to establish a 
downtown development authority for the public health, safety, 
prosperity, security and welfare and to carry out the purposes 
of an authority as stated in W.S. 15-9-201, it may by ordinance 
establish a downtown development authority. In the ordinance, 



the governing body shall state the boundaries of the downtown 
development district, as set forth in the original petition 
requesting the establishment of a downtown development authority 
within which the authority shall exercise its powers. Upon 
request of the governing body, the petitioners may submit an 
amended petition which modifies the boundaries of the district. 
The boundaries of the downtown development authority shall be 
certified to the county assessor of the county in which the 
municipality is located within sixty (60) days after formation 
of the district. 
 

(b)  Any ordinance creating a downtown development 
authority shall provide that any ordinance or resolution by 
which bonds are issued pursuant to this article shall specify 
the maximum net effective interest rate of such bonds. 
 

15-9-205.  Board; appointment; membership; terms; 
vacancies. 
 

(a)  The affairs of the authority shall be under the direct 
supervision and control of a board consisting of not less than 
five (5) nor more than eleven (11) members appointed by the 
governing body. A majority of the members appointed shall 
reside, be a lessee or own property in the downtown development 
district. 
 

(b)  The board shall be constituted as follows: 
 

(i)  At least one (1) member shall be a member of the 
governing body, appointed to serve at the pleasure of the 
governing body; 
 

(ii)  Two (2) members shall be appointed for terms 
expiring June 30 of the year following the date of the ordinance 
adopted by the governing body establishing the authority; 
 

(iii)  Two (2) members shall be appointed for terms 
expiring June 30 of the second year following the date of the 
ordinance adopted by the governing body establishing the 
authority; 
 

(iv)  Two (2) members, if the board consists of seven 
(7) or more members, shall be appointed for terms expiring June 
30 of the third year following the date of the ordinance adopted 
by the governing body establishing the authority; 
 



(v)  All other members shall be appointed for terms 
expiring June 30 of the fourth year following the date of the 
ordinance adopted by the governing body establishing the 
authority. 
 

(c)  A member shall hold office until his successor has 
been appointed and qualified. After the terms of the initial 
members of the board have expired, the terms of all members 
(except any member who is a member of the governing body) shall 
expire four (4) years from the expiration date of the terms of 
their predecessors. Appointments to fill vacancies shall be for 
the unexpired term. In any municipality in which the charter 
provides that the appointive authority is the mayor, the mayor 
shall make appointments to the board. 
 

15-9-206.  Board; qualifications; oath of office; rules of 
procedure; meetings; reimbursement; removal. 
 

(a)  A majority of the members of the board, except any 
member from the governing body, shall reside, be a lessee or own 
real property in the downtown development district within the 
municipality in which the authority is located. An officer or 
director of a corporation having its place of business in the 
downtown development district shall be eligible for appointment 
to the board. No officer or employee of the municipality where 
the authority is located, other than any appointee from the 
governing body, shall be eligible for appointment to the board. 
Within thirty (30) days after the occurrence of a vacancy, the 
governing body, except as provided in W.S. 15-9-205(c), shall 
appoint a successor. 
 

(b)  Before assuming the duties of the office, each 
appointed member shall qualify by taking and subscribing to the 
oath of office required of officials of the municipality. 
 

(c)  The board shall adopt and promulgate rules governing 
its procedure, including election of officers. The rules shall 
be filed in the office of the clerk of the governing body. The 
board shall hold regular or special meetings in the manner 
provided in the rules of the board. All meetings of the board 
shall be open to the public except those dealing with land 
acquisition or sales, personnel matters or legal matters. 
Members of the board shall serve without compensation, but they 
may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses. 
 



(d)  After notice and an opportunity to be heard, an 
appointed member of the board may be removed for cause by the 
governing body. 
 

15-9-207.  Board; powers and duties; division of property 
and sales tax; special fund; adjustment evaluations. 
 

(a)  The board, subject to the provisions of this article 
and subject to other applicable provisions of law, shall have 
all powers customarily vested in the board of directors of a 
corporation. It shall exercise supervisory control over the 
activities of the director and the staff of the authority in 
carrying out the functions authorized by this article. 
 

(b)  In addition to the powers granted by subsection (a) of 
this section, the board may: 
 

(i)  Appoint and remove a director and other staff 
members, who shall be employed upon recommendation of the 
director, and prescribe their duties and fix their compensation; 
 

(ii)  At the request of the governing body, prepare an 
analysis of economic changes taking place in the central 
business district of the municipality; 
 

(iii)  Study and analyze the impact of metropolitan 
growth upon the central business district; 
 

(iv)  Plan and propose, within the downtown 
development area, plans of development for public facilities and 
other improvements to public or private property of all kinds, 
including removal, site preparation, renovation, repair, 
remodeling, reconstruction or other changes in existing 
buildings which may be necessary or appropriate to the execution 
of any development plan which in the opinion of the board will 
aid and improve the downtown development area; 
 

(v)  Implement, as provided in this article, any plan 
of development, whether economic or physical, in the downtown 
development area as is necessary to carry out its functions; 
 

(vi)  In cooperation with the planning board and the 
planning department of the municipality, develop long-range 
plans designed to carry out the purposes of the authority and to 
promote the economic growth of the district, and implement 
education and public relations programs to persuade property 



owners and business proprietors to implement such plans to the 
fullest extent possible; 
 

(vii)  Retain and fix the compensation of legal 
counsel to advise the board in the proper performance of its 
duties; 
 

(viii)  Make and enter into all contracts necessary or 
incidental to the exercise of its powers and the performance of 
its duties. 
 

(c)  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any plan of 
development as originally adopted by the board or as later 
modified pursuant to this article may, after approval by the 
governing body of the municipality, contain a provision that 
property taxes, if any, levied after the effective date of the 
approval of the plan of development by the governing body upon 
taxable property within the boundaries of the development area 
each year, or that municipal sales taxes collected within the 
area, or both, shall be divided for a period not to exceed 
twenty-five (25) years after the effective date of approval by 
the governing body of the provision, as follows: 
 

(i)  That portion of the property taxes which are 
produced by the levy at the rate fixed each year by the 
governing body upon the valuation for assessment of taxable 
property within the boundaries of the development area last 
certified prior to the effective date of approval by the 
governing body of the plan, or, as to an area later added to the 
boundaries of the development area, the effective date of the 
modification of the plan, or that portion of municipal sales 
taxes collected within the boundaries of the development area in 
the twelve (12) month period ending on the last day of the month 
prior to the effective date of approval of the plan, or both, 
shall be paid into the treasury of the municipality; 
 

(ii)  That portion of the property taxes or all or any 
portion of the municipal sales taxes, or both, in excess of such 
amount shall be allocated to and, when collected, paid into a 
special fund of the municipality and used, as determined by the 
authority and the governing body of the municipality, for the 
payment of the principal of, the interest on, and any premiums 
due in connection with the bonds of, loans or advances to, or 
indebtedness incurred by, whether funded, refunded, assumed or 
otherwise, the municipality for financing or refinancing, in 
whole or in part, a development project within the boundaries of 
the development area and for payment of costs of landscaping or 



other maintenance of public areas, promotion of public events, 
activities in support of business recruitment and development 
and funding of capital improvements. Any excess municipal sales 
tax collection not allocated pursuant to this paragraph shall be 
paid into the funds of the municipality. Unless and until the 
total valuation for assessment of the taxable property within 
the boundaries of the development area exceeds the base 
valuation for assessment of the taxable property within such 
boundaries, as provided in paragraph (i) of this subsection, all 
of the property taxes levied upon the taxable property in the 
development area shall be paid into the treasury of the 
municipality. Unless and until the total municipal sales tax 
collections in the development area exceed the base year 
municipal sales tax collections in such area, as provided in 
paragraph (i) of this subsection, all municipal sales tax 
collections shall be paid into the funds of the municipality. 
When such bonds, loans, advances and indebtedness, if any, 
including interest thereon and any premiums due in connection 
therewith, and including any refunding securities therefore, 
have been paid, all taxes upon the taxable property or the total 
municipal sales tax collections, or both, in the development 
area shall be paid into the funds of the municipality. 
 

(d)  The special fund described in paragraph (c)(ii) of 
this section and the tax monies paid into the fund may be 
irrevocably pledged by the municipality for the payment of the 
principal of, the interest on, and any premiums due in 
connection with the bonds, loans, advances or indebtedness if 
the question of issuing the bonds or otherwise providing for the 
loans, advances or indebtedness and the question of the intended 
pledge are first submitted for approval to the qualified 
electors of the municipality at an election.  The election shall 
be called by resolution of the board adopted at a regular or 
special meeting and approved by the governing body by a majority 
vote.  The election shall be held, conducted, canvassed and 
returned in accordance with the Political Subdivision Bond 
Election Law, W.S. 22-21-101 through 22-21-112. 
 

(e)  School districts which include all or any part of the 
development area shall be permitted to participate in an 
advisory capacity. 
 

(f)  In the event there is a general reassessment of 
taxable property valuations in any county including all or part 
of the development area subject to division of valuation for 
assessment under subsection (c) of this section, or a change in 
the sales tax percentage levied in any municipality including 



all or part of the development area subject to division of sales 
taxes under subsection (c) of this section, the portions of 
valuations for assessment or sales taxes under both paragraphs 
(i) and (ii) of subsection (c) of this section shall be 
proportionately adjusted in accordance with the reassessment or 
change. 
 

15-9-208.  Plan of development; procedure for approval; 
public hearings; notice thereof; findings of governing body. 
 

(a)  An authority shall not actually undertake a 
development project for a development area unless the governing 
body, by resolution, has first approved the plan of development 
which applies to the development project. 
 

(b)  Prior to its approval of a plan of development, the 
governing body shall submit the plan to the planning board of 
the municipality, if any, for review and recommendations. The 
planning board shall submit its written recommendations with 
respect to the proposed plan of development to the governing 
body within thirty (30) days after receipt of the plan for 
review. Upon receipt of the recommendations of the planning 
board or, if no recommendations are received within thirty (30) 
days, the governing body may proceed with the hearing on the 
proposed plan of development prescribed by subsection (c) of 
this section. 
 

(c)  The governing body shall hold a public hearing on a 
plan of development or substantial modification of an approved 
plan of development after public notice by one (1) publication 
during the week immediately preceding the hearing, in a 
newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality. The 
notice shall describe the time, date, place and purpose of the 
hearing, shall generally identify the plan of development area 
covered by the plan and shall outline the general scope of the 
development project under consideration. 
 

(d)  Following the hearing, the governing body may approve 
a plan of development if it finds there is a need to take 
corrective measures in order to halt or prevent deterioration of 
property values or structures within the development area or to 
halt or prevent the growth of blighted areas therein, or any 
combination thereof, and if it further finds that the plan will 
afford maximum opportunity, consistent with the sound needs and 
plans of the municipality as a whole, for the development or 
redevelopment of the development area by the authority and by 
private enterprise. 



 
15-9-209.  Additional powers of authority; sale or letting 

of property at fair value. 
 

(a)  In addition to the other powers granted by this 
article, the authority shall have all powers, except as limited 
in the ordinance or any amendments thereto establishing the 
authority, necessary to carry out and effectuate the purposes 
and provisions of this article, including but not limited to the 
following powers: 
 

(i)  To acquire by purchase, lease, license, option, 
gift, grant, devise or otherwise any property or any interest 
therein; 
 

(ii)  In connection with public facilities, to improve 
land and to construct, reconstruct, equip, improve, maintain, 
repair and operate buildings and other improvements, whether on 
land of the authority or otherwise; 
 

(iii)  To lease or sublease as lessor any property 
owned or leased by it or under its control on such terms and 
conditions as may be established by the board for residential, 
recreational, commercial, industrial or other uses or for public 
use in accordance with the plan of development; 
 

(iv)  To sell or otherwise dispose of property of the 
authority or any interest therein, subject to such covenants, 
conditions and restrictions as it deems necessary or desirable 
to carry out the purposes and objectives of the authority, for 
residential, recreational, commercial, industrial or other uses 
or for public use in accordance with the plan of development; 
 

(v)  To fix, charge and collect fees, rates, tolls, 
rents and charges for the use of any property of the authority 
or any property under its control and to pledge any such 
revenues in support of any obligations of the authority; 
 

(vi)  To cooperate with the municipality in which the 
authority is located and any other governmental agency or public 
body and to enter into contracts with any such agency or body; 
 

(vii)  To make to or receive from the municipality or 
the county in which the authority is located conveyances, 
leasehold interests, grants, contributions, loans and any other 
rights and privileges; 
 



(viii)  To invest any funds of the authority not 
required for immediate disbursement in property or securities in 
which public bodies may invest funds, and to redeem any bonds 
issued by the municipality at the redemption price established 
therein or to purchase such bonds at less than the redemption 
price, all bonds so redeemed or purchased to be cancelled; 
 

(ix)  To deposit any funds not required for immediate 
disbursement in any depository authorized by law to receive and 
hold public funds. For the purpose of making such deposits, the 
board may appoint, by written resolution, one (1) or more 
persons to act as custodians of the funds of the authority. Such 
persons shall give surety bonds in such amounts and form and for 
such purposes as the board requires; 
 

(x)  To demolish and remove buildings and improvements 
located on, and to install, construct or reconstruct 
improvements and facilities, including public facilities, on any 
land owned by the authority or the municipality in preparation 
for conveyance to purchasers or lessees, or otherwise. 
 

(b)  Any sale or letting of property by the authority shall 
be at not less than its fair value (as determined by the 
authority and the governing body) for uses in accordance with 
the plan of development. In determining the fair value of real 
property for such uses, an authority shall consider the uses 
provided in the development plan; the restrictions upon and the 
covenants, conditions and obligations assumed by the purchaser 
or lessee; and the objectives of the development plan. 
 

15-9-210.  Authorization of bonds; determination of costs; 
expenditure of proceeds. 
 

(a)  By ordinance adopted by the governing body at a 
regular or special meeting, by a vote of a majority of the 
members of the governing body, the municipality may issue bonds, 
payable solely from taxes pledged pursuant to W.S. 15-9-207, to 
pay all or any part of the cost of any project or for furthering 
any purpose of this article. 
 

(b)  The governing body, in determining such costs, may 
include all costs and estimated costs of the issuance of the 
bonds; all engineering, inspection, fiscal and legal expenses; 
any discount on the sale of the bonds; the cost of any 
financial, professional or other expert advice; contingencies; 
any administrative, operating or other expenses of the 
municipality incurred pursuant to the issuance of the bonds, as 



may be determined by the governing body; all other expenses as 
may be necessary or incident to the financing, acquisition, 
improvement, equipment and completion of any development project 
or for furthering any purpose of this article; sufficient 
provision of reserves for working capital, operation, 
maintenance or replacement expense, or for payment or security 
of principal of or interest on any bonds during or after an 
acquisition or improvement, and equipment, as the governing body 
may determine; and reimbursements to any governmental agency or 
instrumentality for any monies expended pursuant to agreement on 
any project or for furthering any purpose of this article. 
 

(c)  In each project financed by the proceeds of bonds 
issued under this article, the governing body shall determine 
the costs of, and may budget a percentage of bond proceeds for, 
operation and administration of the project. 
 

(d)  The proceeds of the bonds may be expended by the 
municipality or, with the consent of the municipality, by the 
authority as agent for, and on behalf of, the municipality. If 
the proceeds of the bonds are applied for the acquisition of 
real or personal properties, the governing body may: 
 

(i)  Retain title to the properties in its own name, 
and lease or grant licenses or privileges in the properties to 
the authority in order that the authority may, as principal or 
agent, exercise its powers with respect to the properties; or 
 

(ii)  Convey title to the properties to the authority 
for such consideration and subject to such terms and conditions 
as the governing body may prescribe without regard to any 
restriction, limitation or condition otherwise imposed by 
statute on the sale or disposition of the properties by a 
municipality. 
 

15-9-211.  Bond provisions; lost or destroyed securities; 
facsimile signatures; limited obligations. 
 

(a)  Bonds issued pursuant to this article shall bear 
interest at a rate such that the net effective interest rate of 
the issue does not exceed the maximum net effective interest 
rate authorized, payable semiannually or annually, and evidenced 
by one (1) or two (2) sets of coupons, if any, executed with the 
facsimile or manually executed signature of any official of the 
municipality; except that the first coupon appertaining to any 
bond may evidence interest not in excess of one (1) year. The 
ordinance authorizing the issuance of the bonds shall specify 



the maximum net effective interest rate. The bonds may be issued 
as term or serial bonds, in one (1) or more series, may bear 
such date, may mature at such time not exceeding twenty (20) 
years duration, may be in such denomination or denominations, 
may be payable in such medium of payment at such place or places 
within or without the state (including but not limited to the 
office of any county treasurer in which the municipality is 
located wholly or in part), may carry such registration 
privileges, may be subject to such terms of prior redemption in 
advance of maturity in such order or by lot or otherwise at such 
time with or without a premium, may be executed in such manner, 
may bear such privileges for reissuance in the same or other 
denomination, may be so reissued, without modification of 
maturities and interest rates, and may be in such form, either 
bearer, coupon or registered, with such recitals, terms, 
covenants, conditions and other details as may be provided by 
the governing body, subject to the provisions of this article. 
 

(b)  The governing body may provide for preferential 
security for any bonds, both principal and interest, to be 
issued pursuant to this article to the extent deemed feasible 
and desirable by the governing body over any bonds that may be 
issued thereafter. The bonds may be sold at, above or below the 
principal amounts thereof, but they may not be sold at a price 
such that the net effective interest rate of the issue of bonds 
exceeds the maximum net effective interest rate authorized. The 
bonds may be sold at public or private sale as determined by the 
governing body to be in the best interest of the issuer. Bonds 
may be issued with privileges for conversion or registration, or 
both, for payment as to principal or interest, or both; and, 
where interest accruing on the bonds is not represented by 
interest coupons, the bonds may provide for the endorsing of 
payments of interest thereon. 
 

(c)  Subject to the payment provisions of this article, the 
bonds, any interest coupons attached thereto, and any temporary 
bonds shall be fully negotiable within the meaning of and for 
all the purposes of this article, except as the governing body 
may otherwise provide; and each holder of each security, by 
accepting the security, shall be conclusively deemed to have 
agreed that the security, except as otherwise provided, is and 
shall be fully negotiable within the meaning and for all 
purposes of this article. 
 

(d)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
governing body in any proceedings authorizing bonds pursuant to 
this article: 



 
(i)  May provide for the initial issuance of one (1) 

or more bonds, referred to in this subsection as "bond", 
aggregating the amount of the entire issue; 
 

(ii)  May make such provision for installment payments 
of the principal amount of any such bond as it may consider 
desirable; 
 

(iii)  May provide for the making of any such bond, 
payable to bearer or otherwise, registrable as to principal or 
as to both principal and interest and, where interest accruing 
thereon is not represented by interest coupons, for the 
endorsing of payments of interest on such bonds; 
 

(iv)  May further make provision in any such 
proceedings for the manner and circumstances in and under which 
any such bond may in the future, at the request of the holder 
thereof, be converted into bonds of smaller denominations, which 
bonds of smaller denominations may in turn be either coupon 
bonds or bonds registrable as to principal, or principal and 
interest, or both. 
 

(e)  If lost or completely destroyed, any security 
authorized by this article may be reissued in the form and tenor 
of the lost or destroyed security upon the owner furnishing, to 
the satisfaction of the governing body, proof of ownership; 
proof of loss or destruction; a surety bond in twice the face 
amount of the security, including any unmatured coupons 
appertaining thereto; and payment of the cost of preparing and 
issuing the new security. 
 

(f)  Any officer authorized to execute any bond, after 
filing with the secretary of state his manual signature 
certified by him under oath, may execute or cause to be 
executed, with a facsimile signature in lieu of his manual 
signature, any bond authorized in this article, if such a filing 
is not a condition of execution with a facsimile signature of 
any interest coupon, and if at least one (1) signature required 
or permitted to be placed on each such bond, excluding any 
interest coupon, is manually subscribed. An officer's facsimile 
signature shall have the same legal effect as his manual 
signature. 
 

(g)  Bonds issued pursuant to this section shall constitute 
an indebtedness of the municipality within the meaning of 
constitutional and statutory limitations. However, each bond 



issued pursuant to this section shall recite in substance that 
the bond, including interest payable thereon, is payable solely 
from the revenues or special funds pledged to the payment 
thereof and the bond constitutes a limited obligation of the 
municipality. 
 

15-9-212.  Refunding bonds; limited obligations. 
 

(a)  By ordinance adopted by the governing body at a 
regular or special meeting, by vote of a majority of the members 
of the governing body, any bonds issued under this article may 
be refunded by the municipality without an election, subject to 
the provisions concerning their payment and to any other 
contractual limitations in the proceedings authorizing their 
issuance or otherwise relating thereto. Any bonds issued for 
refunding purposes may either be delivered in exchange for the 
outstanding bonds authorized to be refunded or may be sold as 
provided in this article for the sale of other bonds. 
 

(b)  No bonds may be refunded under this article unless the 
holders thereof voluntarily surrender them for exchange or 
payment, or unless they either mature or are callable for prior 
redemption under their terms within ten (10) years from the date 
of issuance of the refunding bonds. Provision shall be made for 
paying the bonds within said period of time. No maturity of any 
bonds refunded may be extended over fifteen (15) years. The rate 
of interest on such refunding bonds shall be determined by the 
authority. The principal amount of the refunding bonds may 
exceed the principal amount of the refunded bonds if the 
aggregate principal and interest costs of the refunding bonds do 
not exceed such unaccrued costs of the bonds refunded, except to 
the extent any interest on the bonds refunded in arrears or 
about to become due is capitalized with the proceeds of the 
refunding bonds. The principal amount of the refunding bonds may 
also be less than or the same as the principal amount of the 
bonds refunded so long as provision is duly and sufficiently 
made for their payment. 
 

(c)  The proceeds of refunding bonds shall either be 
immediately applied to the retirement of the bonds to be 
refunded or be placed in escrow or in trust to be applied to the 
payment of the bonds refunded upon their presentation. Any 
proceeds held in escrow or in trust pending use may be invested 
or reinvested in state or federal securities. The proceeds and 
investments in escrow or in trust, together with any interest or 
other gain to be derived from any investment, shall be in an 
amount at all times sufficient as to principal, interest, any 



prior redemption premium due and any charges of the escrow agent 
or trustee payable therefrom, to pay the bonds refunded as they 
become due at their respective maturities or due at the 
designated prior redemption date upon which the authority shall 
be obligated to call the refunded bonds for prior redemption. 
 

(d)  The relevant provisions pertaining to bonds generally 
shall be equally applicable in the authorization and issuance of 
refunding bonds, including their terms and security, the bond 
resolution, trust indenture, taxes and revenues, and other 
aspects of the bonds. 
 

(e)  Bonds issued pursuant to this section shall constitute 
an indebtedness of the municipality within the meaning of 
constitutional and statutory limitations. However, each bond 
issued pursuant to this section shall recite in substance that 
the bond, including interest payable thereon, is payable solely 
from the revenues or special funds pledged to the payment 
thereof and the bond constitutes a limited obligation of the 
municipality. 
 

15-9-213.  Revenue bonds. 
 
In addition to the bonds authorized pursuant to W.S. 15-9-212, 
the municipality may issue revenue bonds payable solely from 
legally available nontax revenues of the municipality. Except 
for the foregoing, bonds shall be issued pursuant to all the 
other provisions of W.S. 15-9-211. However, revenue bonds issued 
pursuant to this section shall not constitute an indebtedness of 
the municipality within the meaning of any constitutional or 
statutory limitations but an election of the qualified electors 
of the municipality shall be required for the issuance thereof. 
The election shall be called, conducted, canvassed and returned 
in the manner provided for bond elections by the Political 
Subdivision Bond Election Law, W.S. 22-21-101 through 22-21-112. 
Each revenue bond issued pursuant to this section shall recite 
in substance that the bond, including interest thereon, is 
payable solely from the nontax revenues or special funds pledged 
to the payment thereof and the bond does not constitute a debt 
of the municipality within the meaning of any constitutional or 
statutory limitations. 
 

15-9-214.  Tax exemption; exceptions. 
 
The bonds and the income therefrom shall be exempt from 
taxation, except estate and transfer taxes. 
 



15-9-215.  Limitation of actions. 
 
After thirty (30) days from the effective date of any ordinance 
or resolution authorizing the issuance of bonds pursuant to this 
article, all actions or suits challenging its findings, 
determinations or contents or challenging the validity of the 
bonds shall be perpetually barred. 
 

15-9-216.  Rights and powers of bondholders. 
 

(a)  Subject to any contractual limitations binding upon 
the holders of any issue of bonds or trustee therefor, including 
but not limited to the restriction of the exercise of any remedy 
to a specified proportion or percentage of the holders, any 
holder of bonds or trustee therefor has the right and power, for 
the equal benefit and protection of all holders of bonds 
similarly situated: 
 

(i)  By an action in the nature of mandamus or other 
suit, action or proceeding at law or in equity to enforce his 
rights against the municipality and to require and compel the 
governing body to perform its duties and obligations under this 
article and its covenants and agreements with the bondholders; 
 

(ii)  By action or suit in equity to require the 
governing body to account as if they were the trustees of an 
express trust; 
 

(iii)  By action or suit in equity to enjoin any acts 
or things which may be unlawful or in violation of the rights of 
the bondholders; 
 

(iv)  To bring suit upon the bonds. 
 

(b)  No right or remedy conferred by this article upon any 
holder of bonds or any trustee therefor is intended to be 
exclusive of any other right or remedy, but each such right or 
remedy is cumulative and in addition to every other right or 
remedy and may be exercised without exhausting and without 
regard to any other remedy conferred by this article or by any 
other law. 
 

15-9-217.  Officers and other personnel employed by board; 
duties; administrative expenses. 
 



(a)  The board shall employ and fix the compensation, 
subject to the approval of the governing body, of the following, 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the board: 
 

(i)  A director, who shall be a person of good moral 
character and possessed of a reputation for integrity, 
responsibility and business ability. No member of the board is 
eligible to hold the position of director. Before entering upon 
the duties of his office, the director shall take and subscribe 
to the oath of office and furnish a bond as required by the 
board. The director is the chief executive officer of the 
authority. Subject to the approval of the board and directed by 
it when necessary, he shall have general supervision over and be 
responsible for the preparation of plans and the performance of 
the functions of the authority in the manner authorized by this 
article. He shall attend all meetings of the board and shall 
render to the board and to the governing body a regular report 
covering the activities and financial condition of the 
authority. In the absence or disability of the director, the 
board may designate a qualified person to perform the duties of 
the office as acting director. The director shall furnish the 
board with such information or reports governing the operation 
of the authority as the board may from time to time require; 
 

(ii)  A treasurer, who shall keep the financial 
records of the authority and who, together with the director, 
shall approve all vouchers for the expenditure of funds of the 
authority. He shall perform such other duties as may be 
delegated to him by the board; 
 

(iii)  A secretary, who shall maintain custody of the 
official seal, if any, and of all records, books, documents or 
other papers not required to be maintained by the treasurer. He 
shall attend all meetings of the board and keep a record of all 
its proceedings. He shall perform such other duties as may be 
delegated to him by the board; 
 

(iv)  Upon recommendation of the director, such 
clerical, technical and professional assistants, including but 
not limited to persons in the fields of engineering, planning 
and economic research, as shall, in the opinion of the board, be 
necessary to provide for the efficient performance of the 
functions of the board. 
 

(b)  Upon approval of the governing body of the 
municipality and a majority of the persons voting in the 
election, called for the purpose of this subsection, owning real 



property within the downtown development authority excluding 
real property used exclusively for residential purposes, under 
election procedures specified by the governing body, an annual 
special assessment not to exceed thirty (30) mills against the 
assessed value of real property within the downtown development 
authority, excluding real property used exclusively for 
residential purposes, may be levied. The authorization for the 
assessment expires in four (4) years unless reauthorized by the 
governing body and persons owning real property within the 
district. The assessment shall be levied and collected in the 
same manner as the general property tax levy for the 
municipality. Proceeds of the assessment may be expended by the 
authority for: 
 

(i)  Administrative costs; 
 

(ii)  Landscaping or maintenance of public areas; 
 

(iii)  Planning or management of development or 
improvement activities; 
 

(iv)  Promotion of public events; and 
 

(v)  Activities in support of business recruitment and 
development. 
 

(c)  All proceeds of the assessment shall be used by the 
authority for district activities and improvements. 
 

15-9-218.  Authority to adopt budget; sources of finance. 
 

(a)  The authority shall adopt a budget for each fiscal 
year, shall maintain accounts, and shall cause an annual audit, 
or other oversight in accordance with rules applicable to 
special districts under W.S. 9-1-507(a)(iii), to be made 
pertaining to the fiscal affairs of the authority. 
Administrative review of the proposed budget shall be in 
accordance with the policies of each municipality, prior to 
submission of the proposed budget to the governing body for 
approval. 
 

(b)  The operations of the authority shall be principally 
financed from the following sources and such other sources as 
may be approved by the governing body: 
 

(i)  Donations to the authority; 
 



(ii)  Monies borrowed and to be repaid from other 
funds received under the authority of this article. 
 

15-9-219.  Assessments against funds of authority. 
 
The governing body shall have the power to assess against the 
funds of the authority for the use and benefit of the general 
fund of the municipality a reasonable pro rata share of such 
funds for the cost of handling and auditing, which assessment 
when made shall be paid annually by the board pursuant to an 
appropriate item in its budget. 
 

15-9-220.  Conflict of interest. 
 
No board member or employee of the board shall vote or otherwise 
participate in any matter in which he has a specific financial 
interest, defined as a matter in which the member or employee 
would receive a benefit or incur a cost substantially greater 
than other property owners within the district. When such 
interest appears, the board member or employee shall make such 
interest known, and shall thenceforth refrain from voting on or 
otherwise participating in the particular transaction involving 
such interest. Willful violation of the provisions of this 
section constitutes grounds for dismissal subject to the 
provisions of W.S. 15-9-206(d). 
 

15-9-221.  Provisions to be construed liberally. 
 
All powers conferred upon municipalities by this article are 
cumulative and in addition to those conferred by any other 
general or special law or municipal charter or ordinance and 
shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes of this 
article. This article is an alternative method of accomplishing 
its purposes independent of and in addition to any other powers 
conferred upon municipalities electing to exercise the authority 
granted by this article. 
 

15-9-222.  Property in development area subject to taxes 
for municipality's general obligation debts. 
 
Subject to W.S. 15-9-207, all real and personal property located 
within the development area shall continue to be subject to ad 
valorem taxes levied by the municipality to pay the principal 
and interest on all existing general obligation debts of the 
municipality and any future debts which may be authorized by 
law. 
 



15-9-223.  Inclusion of additional property into 
development area; procedure. 
 
Subsequent to the organization of an authority, additional 
property may be included in the development area. Proceedings 
for inclusion shall be initiated by petition to the board of the 
authority signed by the owner or owners in fee of each parcel of 
land adjacent to the existing area sought to be included. The 
petition shall include evidence satisfactory to the board 
concerning title to the property and an accurate legal 
description thereof. If the board approves the application, it 
shall submit the application to the governing body of the 
municipality. If the governing body also approves the 
application, it shall then, at a regular or special meeting, by 
amendment to the ordinance treating the authority, redescribe 
the development area so as to include the additional property as 
described in the petition. From the effective date of the 
amendment the additional property shall be included within the 
development area and shall be subject to any taxes thereafter 
imposed by the municipality for the use and benefit of the 
authority. 
 

CHAPTER 10 
HOUSING PROJECTS 

 
15-10-101.  Definitions. 

 
(a)  As used in this chapter: 

 
(i)  "Area of operation" means the area within the 

boundaries of a municipality or county as the case may be or, in 
the case of combined operations of municipalities and counties, 
the area comprising the operating area of all the municipalities 
and counties so combining.  In the case of a housing authority, 
all the area of operation of the municipality or county, or the 
combined area of two (2) or more municipalities and counties for 
which the housing authority is established; 
 

(ii)  "Housing project" or "project" means any 
undertaking on contiguous or noncontiguous sites to: 
 

(A)  Make plans and undertake surveys to carry 
out the purposes of this chapter; 
 

(B)  Demolish, clear or remove unsafe or 
unsanitary or substandard buildings; or 
 



(C)  Provide, or assist in providing by any 
suitable method decent, safe and sanitary housing and related 
facilities to persons of low income. 
 

(iii)  "Person" means any individual, firm, 
corporation, partnership, company, association or institution; 
 

(iv)  "Persons of low income" means persons or 
families who, as determined by the public body undertaking a 
project, cannot afford to pay the amounts at which private 
enterprise, unaided by public subsidy, is providing decent, safe 
and sanitary housing; 
 

(v)  "Political subdivision" means county, city or 
town, school district or any other local government entity of 
the state or the officers thereof. 
 

15-10-102.  Findings prerequisite to exercising authority. 
 

(a)  No municipality or county shall exercise the authority 
conferred by this chapter until its governing body adopts a 
resolution finding that: 
 

(i)  Unsanitary or unsafe or substandard inhabited 
dwelling accommodations exist in the municipality or county; or 
 

(ii)  There is a shortage of safe and sanitary 
dwelling accommodations in the municipality or county available 
to persons of low income at rentals or prices they can afford. 
 

15-10-103.  Powers of municipalities and counties 
generally. 
 

(a)  Every municipality and county may: 
 

(i)  Prepare, carry out and operate projects and 
provide for the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, improvement, extension, alteration or repair of 
any project; 
 

(ii)  Lease, rent, sell or lease with option to 
purchase any dwellings, accommodations, lands, buildings, 
structures or facilities embraced in any project and establish 
and revise the rents or charges therefor; 
 

(iii)  Own, hold and improve real or personal 
property; 



 
(iv)  Acquire by any means any property or any 

interest therein; 
 

(v)  Sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign, pledge 
or dispose of any real or personal property or any interest 
therein; 
 

(vi)  Make loans for the provision of housing for 
occupancy by persons of low income; 
 

(vii)  Insure any property or operations against any 
risks or hazards; 
 

(viii)  Invest any funds held in reserves or sinking 
funds, or any funds not required for immediate disbursement, in 
property or securities in which savings banks may legally invest 
funds subject to their control; to redeem its bonds at the 
redemption price established therein or to purchase its bonds at 
less than the redemption price and ensure that all bonds so 
redeemed or purchased are cancelled; 
 

(ix)  Prepare plans for and assist in the relocation 
of persons (including individuals, families, business concerns, 
nonprofit organizations and others) displaced from a housing 
project site. 
 

15-10-104.  Property provisions inapplicable. 
 
No provision of law with respect to the acquisition, operation 
or disposition of property by public bodies is applicable to a 
municipality or county exercising powers under this chapter 
unless specifically provided by the legislature. 
 

15-10-105.  Joint exercise of powers; increasing area of 
operation. 
 

(a)  Any powers capable of exercise by a municipality or 
county under this chapter may be exercised jointly with any 
other municipality or county or combinations thereof. 
 

(b)  The area of operation of any municipality, county or 
housing authority or any combination of these bodies operating 
jointly may be increased to include additional contiguous areas 
upon the request or consent, by resolution, of the governing 
body of the municipality or county within which the additional 
area lies. 



 
15-10-106.  Dwellings for major disaster victims. 

 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or any other 
provisions of law during the period a municipality or county 
determines there is an acute need for housing to assure the 
availability of dwellings for victims of a major disaster, the 
municipality or county, as the case may be, may undertake the 
development and administration of housing projects for the 
federal government, and dwellings in any housing project under 
its jurisdiction may be made available to victims of a major 
disaster. 
 

15-10-107.  Tax exemption for public property; exception. 
 
The property of a municipality or county acquired or held 
pursuant to this chapter is public property used for essential 
public, governmental purposes and is exempt from all taxes and 
special assessments of any public body. This tax exemption does 
not apply to any portion of a project used for a profitmaking 
enterprise, but in taxing those portions appropriate allowance 
shall be made for any expenditure by a municipality or county 
for utilities or other public services which it provides to the 
property. In lieu of taxes on property exempt under this 
section, a municipality or county may agree to make such 
payments to any public body as it finds consistent with the 
maintenance of the low-rent character of housing projects and 
the achievement of the purpose of this chapter. 
 

15-10-108.  Financing; borrowing; obligations authorized; 
security; debt provisions inapplicable; tax exemption. 
 

(a)  A municipality or county may borrow funds and issue 
any types of obligations it determines are necessary for the 
purpose of financing housing for persons of low income, 
including obligations on which the principal and interest are 
payable exclusively from the income and revenues: 
 

(i)  Of the project financed with the proceeds of the 
obligations; or 
 

(ii)  Of certain designated projects whether or not 
they are financed in whole or in part with the proceeds of the 
obligations. 
 

(b)  The obligations specified in subsection (a) of this 
section may be additionally secured by a pledge of any loan, 



grant or contributions, or parts thereof, from the federal 
government or other source or a pledge of any income or revenues 
connected with a housing project. 
 

(c)  Neither the governing body nor any person executing an 
obligation as specified in subsection (a) of this section is 
liable personally thereon by reason of the issuance thereof. The 
obligations issued under this chapter are payable solely from 
the sources provided in this section and do not constitute an 
indebtedness of the municipality or county within the meaning of 
any constitutional or statutory debt limitation or restriction 
and are not general obligations of the municipality or county. 
The obligations are declared to be issued for an essential 
public and governmental purpose and to be public 
instrumentalities and, together with interest thereon and income 
therefrom, are exempt from taxes. The tax exemption provisions 
of this chapter are considered part of the contract for the 
security of the obligations authorized by this chapter and need 
not be restated in the obligations. 
 

15-10-109.  Financing; form and manner of issuing 
obligations; negotiability; presumptions. 
 

(a)  Obligations issued pursuant to this chapter shall be 
authorized by resolution and may: 
 

(i)  Be issued in a form and manner and subject to the 
terms and conditions the resolution provides; 
 

(ii)  Be sold at public or private sale. 
 

(b)  Any provision of any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding, any obligations issued pursuant to this chapter 
are fully negotiable. 
 

(c)  In any suit, action or proceeding involving the 
validity or enforceability of any obligation issued pursuant to 
this chapter or the security therefor, any obligation reciting 
in substance that it has been issued by the municipality or 
county to aid in financing a project is conclusively deemed to 
have been issued for that purpose, and the project is 
conclusively deemed to have been planned, located and carried 
out in accordance with the purposes and provisions of this 
chapter. 
 

15-10-110.  Financing; exemption from judicial process; 
exception; waiver. 



 
All property acquired or held by a municipality or county 
pursuant to this chapter is exempt from levy and sale by virtue 
of an execution, and no execution or other judicial process 
shall issue against the property, nor shall any judgment against 
the municipality or county be a charge or lien upon the 
property.  The provisions of this section do not apply to or 
limit the right of obligees to pursue any remedies for the 
enforcement of any pledge or lien given by the municipality or 
county on its rents, fees or revenues or the right of the 
federal government to pursue any remedies conferred upon it 
pursuant to this chapter.  A municipality or county may waive 
its exemption under this section with respect to claims against 
any profitmaking enterprise occupying any portion of a project, 
provided that a waiver does not affect or impair the rights of 
any obligee of the municipality or county. 
 

15-10-111.  Financing; federal assistance. 
 
Any municipality or county may borrow money or accept financial 
assistance from the federal government for any project or 
related activities.  A municipality or county may include in any 
contract for financial assistance with the federal government 
any provisions which the federal government requires as 
conditions to its financial aid consistent with the purposes of 
this chapter. 
 

15-10-112.  Power of eminent domain. 
 

(a)  A municipality or county has the right to acquire by 
the exercise of the power of eminent domain any real property or 
interest therein which it deems necessary for its purposes under 
this chapter after adopting a resolution declaring that the 
acquisition of the real property described in the resolution is 
necessary for such purposes. A municipality or county may 
exercise the power of eminent domain in the manner provided by 
law. 
 

(b)  Property already devoted to a public use may be 
acquired by the power of eminent domain, provided that no real 
property belonging to any public body may be acquired without 
its consent. 
 

15-10-113.  Powers of public bodies generally; agreements; 
effect thereof; notice. 
 



(a)  Consistent with the intent of this chapter, any public 
body, upon terms it determines, may: 
 

(i)  Dedicate, convey or lease any of its interest in 
any property, or grant easements or any other rights therein to 
a municipality, or county, or to the federal government; 
 

(ii)  Cause parks, playgrounds or recreational, 
community, educational, water, sewer or drainage facilities, or 
any other works which it is otherwise empowered to undertake, to 
be furnished adjacent to or in connection with those projects 
and to incur the entire expense of any public improvements made 
pursuant to this chapter; 
 

(iii)  Furnish, dedicate, close, pave, install, grade, 
regrade, plan or replan streets, roads, roadways, alleys, 
sidewalks or other places which it is otherwise empowered to 
undertake; 
 

(iv)  Plan or replan, zone or rezone any parts of a 
project; 
 

(v)  Make exceptions from building regulations and 
ordinances and make changes in its map; 
 

(vi)  Cause services to be furnished to a municipality 
or county of the character which the public body is otherwise 
empowered to furnish; 
 

(vii)  Do any and all things necessary or convenient 
to aid and cooperate in the planning, undertaking, construction 
or operation of the projects; 
 

(viii)  Enter into agreements with a municipality or 
county respecting action to be taken by the public body pursuant 
to powers granted by this chapter. 
 

(b)  If title to or possession of any project is held by 
any public body or governmental agency authorized by law to 
engage in the development or administration of low-rent housing 
or slum clearance projects, including any agency or 
instrumentality of the United States of America, the provisions 
of the agreements shall inure to the benefit of and may be 
enforced by the public body or governmental agency. 
 



(c)  Any sale, conveyance, lease or agreement by a public 
body provided for in this section may be made after public 
notice, notwithstanding any other laws to the contrary. 
 

15-10-114.  When investment in bonds authorized; duty of 
care; other restrictions inapplicable. 
 

(a)  The state or any officer thereof, any political 
subdivision, any person carrying on a banking or insurance 
business and any fiduciary may legally invest any funds 
belonging to them or within their control in any bonds issued 
pursuant to this chapter or issued by any public housing 
authority or agency in the United States, any of its 
territories, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam or the 
Virgin Islands, when the bonds are secured by: 
 

(i)  A pledge of annual contributions or other 
financial assistance to be paid by the United States government 
or any agency thereof; or 
 

(ii)  An agreement between the United States 
government or any agency thereof and the municipality, county, 
public housing authority or agency in which the United States 
government or any agency thereof agrees to lend to the 
municipality, county, public housing authority or agency, prior 
to the maturity of the bonds, monies which: 
 

(A)  When together with any other monies 
irrevocably committed to the payment of interest on the bonds 
will suffice to pay the principal of the bonds or other 
obligations with interest to maturity; 
 

(B)  Under the terms of the agreement are 
required to be used for this purpose. 
 

(b)  The bonds specified in subsection (a) of this section 
are authorized security for all public deposits and are fully 
negotiable in this state. 
 

(c)  Nothing contained in this section shall be construed 
as relieving any person from any duty of exercising reasonable 
care in selecting securities. 
 

(d)  The provisions of this section apply notwithstanding 
any restrictions on investments contained in other laws. 
 



15-10-115.  Powers which may be exercised by municipality 
or county or by authority. 
 

(a)  A municipality or county may exercise its housing 
project powers or, if its governing body determines such action 
to be in the public interest, may establish a housing authority 
pursuant to W.S. 15-10-116 and elect to have these powers 
exercised by it. A housing authority so established is vested 
with all powers conferred by this chapter on municipalities and 
counties except that the following functions must be exercised 
by the municipality or county itself: 
 

(i)  The findings required to be made as provided in 
W.S. 15-10-102; 
 

(ii)  The power to approve a housing project; 
 

(iii)  The powers relating to cooperation among 
municipalities and counties under W.S. 15-10-113; 
 

(iv)  The powers of municipalities and counties under 
subsection (a) of this section; and 
 

(v)  The power to establish a housing authority under 
the provisions of W.S. 15-10-116. 
 

15-10-116.  Housing authority; creation; form; 
commissioners; proceedings; officers, agents; proof of 
establishment. 
 

(a)  There is created in each municipality and county a 
public body corporate and politic to be known as the "housing 
authority" of a municipality or county. 
 

(b)  If the governing body of each of two (2) or more 
municipalities or counties, or combinations of municipalities 
and counties, has made the finding prescribed in W.S. 15-10-102, 
has taken the necessary action to cooperate with one another and 
has elected as provided in W.S. 15-10-115 to have its housing 
project powers exercised by a housing authority created for all 
the municipalities or counties so joining or cooperating, a 
public body corporate and politic to be known as a regional 
housing authority shall thereupon exist for all these 
municipalities or counties or combinations thereof.  Additional 
municipalities or counties may elect to have the regional 
authority exercise their powers upon taking the actions 
specified in this subsection, and with the consent, by 



resolution, of all the municipalities and counties having 
elected to have their powers exercised by the regional 
authority. 
 

(c)  If a housing authority has been created and authorized 
to exercise housing project powers, commissioners of the 
authority shall be appointed as follows: 
 

(i)  In the case of a municipal housing authority, the 
mayor, with the advice and consent of the governing body, shall 
appoint five (5) persons as commissioners; 
 

(ii)  In the case of a county housing authority, the 
governing body shall appoint five (5) commissioners.  
Commissioners who are first appointed to a municipal or county 
authority shall be designated to serve for terms of one (1), two 
(2), three (3), four (4) and five (5) years, respectively, from 
the date of their appointment.  Thereafter commissioners shall 
be appointed as specified for a term of five (5) years and until 
their successors are chosen, except that all vacancies shall be 
filled for the unexpired term; 
 

(iii)  In the case of a regional housing authority, 
the governing body of each municipality and county participating 
shall appoint one (1) person as a commissioner of the authority.  
If only two (2) municipalities or counties or a combination 
thereof are participating, the commissioners appointed by the 
governing bodies of the participants shall appoint one (1) 
additional commissioner.  The commissioners of a regional 
authority shall be appointed for terms of five (5) years, except 
that all vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term; 
 

(iv)  Each commissioner shall qualify by taking the 
official oath of office prescribed by general statute; 
 

(v)  A commissioner shall not receive compensation for 
his services but is entitled to reimbursement for necessary 
expenses incurred in the discharge of his duties; 
 

(vi)  Each commissioner shall hold office until his 
successor has been appointed and has qualified.  A certificate 
of appointment or reappointment of any commissioner shall be 
filed with the authority, and this certificate is conclusive 
evidence of the due and proper appointment of the commissioner. 
 

(d)  The powers of each authority are vested in the 
commissioners.  The commissioners shall elect from among their 



members a chairman and vice chairman.  A majority of the 
commissioners of an authority constitute a quorum for all 
purposes, notwithstanding the existence of any vacancies.  
Action may be taken by the authority upon a vote of a majority 
of the commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws of 
the authority require a larger number.  Meetings of the 
commissioners of an authority may be held anywhere within the 
area of operation of the authority or within any additional area 
in which the authority is authorized to undertake a project. 
 

(e)  An authority may employ an executive director, legal 
and technical experts and such other officers, agents and 
employees as it requires, and shall determine their 
qualifications, duties and compensation.  An authority may 
delegate to one (1) or more of its agents or employees any 
powers or duties it deems proper. 
 

(f)  In any suit, action or proceeding involving the 
validity or enforcement of or relating to any contract of the 
authority, an authority is conclusively deemed to be established 
and authorized to transact business and exercise its powers upon 
proof of compliance with the provisions of paragraphs (c)(i) or 
(ii) of this section, as the case may be.  A copy of the 
resolutions required to be adopted by the governing body 
electing to have its housing project powers exercised by a 
housing authority shall be filed with the clerk.  A copy of the 
resolution duly certified by the clerk is admissible in evidence 
in any suit, action or proceeding. 
 

15-10-117.  Housing authority; removal of commissioners. 
 
A commissioner of an authority may be removed by the mayor, or 
in the case of a county or regional authority, by the body or 
official which appointed the commissioner, for inefficiency, 
neglect of duty or misconduct in office.  A commissioner shall 
be removed only after a hearing and after he has been given a 
copy of the charges at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing 
and has had an opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel.  
If any commissioner is removed, a record of the proceedings, 
together with the charges and findings thereon, shall be filed 
in the office of the clerk. 
 

CHAPTER 11 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION PROVISIONS 

 
ARTICLE 1 

OFFICES AND TERMS 



 
15-11-101.  When offices filled. 

 
The offices specified in this article shall be filled by the 
vote of the residents of a city or town at the general municipal 
election. 
 

15-11-102.  Officers of incorporated town; terms; how 
elected. 
 
The elective officers of an incorporated town are one (1) mayor 
and four (4) councilmen. The term of office of mayor and 
councilman is four (4) years, and until his successor is 
qualified. They are elected at large. 
 

15-11-103.  Officers of first class city; terms; how 
elected. 
 
The elective officers of a first class city, not including a 
city adopting the commission or city manager form of government, 
are a mayor and the number of councilmen determined by the 
governing body of the city when they provide for the number of 
wards in the city. The term of office of the mayor and a 
councilman is four (4) years and until his successor is 
qualified. The mayor shall be elected at large and the 
councilmen shall be elected at large or by wards or by a 
combination of at large and ward election districts. The 
governing body of the city shall determine by ordinance at the 
time wards are created or reorganized whether individual, 
multimember or at large election districts shall be provided. 
The districting system, as approved by the council to apply 
uniformly to the entire city, may provide individual member 
election districts, multimember election districts which do not 
exceed three (3) council members per district, or that a portion 
of the entire membership of the council not to exceed one-third 
(1/3) of the total members shall be elected from an at large 
district constituting the entire city. Once established, the 
districts, except to modify boundaries because of population 
changes and to encompass annexed territory, shall not be altered 
or amended more often than each ten (10) years or when the state 
reapportions. 
 

15-11-104.  Officers in city or town with commission 
government; term; how elected. 
 
The elective officers of a city or town adopting the commission 
form of government are a mayor, a commissioner of finance and 



public property, and a commissioner of streets and public 
improvements. The term of the mayor is four (4) years and each 
commissioner is two (2) years and until his successor is 
qualified. They are elected at large. 
 

15-11-105.  Officers in city or town with city manager 
government; terms; legislative authority; method of selection; 
alternative method. 
 

(a)  The elective officers of a city or town adopting the 
city manager form of government are councilmen elected as 
provided by law. There shall be three (3) councilmen in cities 
and towns having a population of less than four thousand 
(4,000), seven (7) in those having a population of four thousand 
(4,000) or more but less than twenty thousand (20,000) and nine 
(9) in those having a population of twenty thousand (20,000) or 
more. The term of office of a councilman is four (4) years and 
until his successor is qualified. Legislative authority is 
vested in the council. 
 

(b)  Councilmen in a municipality adopting the city manager 
form of government shall be elected at large, unless a petition 
requesting an alternate method of selection by wards, or by a 
combination of wards and at large, is approved at a special 
election on the question by a majority vote of the electors 
voting on the question: 
 

(i)  Such petition shall be signed by not less than 
ten percent (10%) of the qualified electors registered in the 
municipality; 
 

(ii)  If the petition is for a combination of wards 
and at large, it shall state the number of wards, the number of 
councilmen to be elected from each ward, and the number of 
councilmen to be elected at large. A petition seeking ward 
representation or combination of wards and at large shall 
contain the names of petitioners to serve on the ward boundary 
committee; 
 

(iii)  The petition shall be filed with the city 
clerk, who shall determine whether the petition is legally 
sufficient; 
 

(iv)  If the petition is legally sufficient, the 
question shall be submitted to the voters at a special municipal 
election and shall be in the following form: 
 



  1. Shall the city councilmen be elected at large?  Yes □  No □ 
 
  2. Shall the city councilmen be elected by wards?  Yes □  No □ 
 
  3. Shall the city councilmen be elected by a 
     combination of wards and at large as follows: 
     (Here state the method of combination requested 
     in the petition)                                Yes □  No □ 
 

(v)  The method approved by a plurality vote shall be 
proclaimed adopted by the mayor. A copy of the proclamation 
shall be mailed to the county clerk and the secretary of state; 
 

(vi)  If representation by wards or a combination of 
wards and at large is adopted, ward boundaries shall be 
determined by a committee composed of the governing body and an 
equal number of petitioners designated in the petition, and 
adopted by ordinance of the governing body. The creation or 
elimination of wards shall take effect at the next regular 
municipal primary and general elections; 
 

(vii)  If an alternate method of selecting councilmen 
is not adopted at the special election, the question shall not 
be submitted to the voters within four (4) years after the 
election. If an alternate method of representation is adopted at 
the special election, the question of changing the method of 
representation shall not be submitted to the voters for ten (10) 
years after the special election. 
 

15-11-106.  Term of office subject to termination. 
 
The term of any municipal elective office is subject to 
termination if a change of the form of municipal government 
necessitates a termination of an existing term of office. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
TERMS OF OFFICE AFTER FIRST ELECTION 

 
15-11-201.  Councilmen in newly incorporated city or town. 

 
At the first meeting of the council after the first election in 
a newly incorporated city or town, other than a first class city 
or municipality adopting the city manager or commission form of 
government, two (2) of the councilmen first elected shall be 
selected by lots to serve four (4) year terms and two (2) to 
serve two (2) year terms. At each subsequent general election, 



two (2) councilmen shall be elected to serve a four (4) year 
term. 
 

15-11-202.  Councilmen in first class city. 
 

(a)  At the first election in a city which has divided into 
wards two (2) or three (3) councilmen shall be elected from each 
ward for the following terms: 
 

(i)  If two (2) councilmen are elected from each ward, 
one (1) councilman shall serve a two (2) year term and one (1) 
councilman shall serve a four (4) year term; 
 

(ii)  If three (3) councilmen are elected from each 
ward, one (1) councilman shall serve a two (2) year term and two 
(2) councilmen shall serve a four (4) year term; 
 

(iii)  The terms of office shall be determined by lots 
cast by the council at its first meeting. 
 

15-11-203.  Municipality with commission government. 
 
At the first election in a municipality adopting the commission 
form of government, the mayor shall be elected to serve a four 
(4) year term and all other officers shall be elected to serve a 
two (2) year term. 
 

15-11-204.  Municipality with city manager government. 
 
At the first election in a municipality adopting the city 
manager form of government, a majority of the councilmen elected 
shall serve two (2) year terms and the balance of the councilmen 
elected shall serve four (4) year terms. The terms of office 
shall be determined by lots cast by the council at its first 
meeting. 
 

15-11-205.  Election of councilmen in city manager 
government having alternate method of representation. 
 
At the first election in a city manager form municipality, after 
adopting an alternate method of representation, councilmen shall 
be elected equal in number to the number of council terms 
expiring. Offices expiring shall be filled by candidates from 
wards having the lowest number designation and not having a 
holdover member on the council. At the second election, 
candidates will be elected from wards not having holdover 



members. Councilmen shall be elected for the regular four (4) 
year term. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
CHANGING FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

 
15-11-301.  Forms of government authorized; procedure for 

change. 
 

(a)  An incorporated city or town may adopt the commission 
or city manager form of government or other lawful form of 
government as follows: 
 

(i)  An incorporated city or town shall submit to the 
vote of the electors the question whether to change the form of 
government on the petition of qualified electors residing in the 
city or town equal in number to fifteen percent (15%) of the 
number of electors voting at the last preceding municipal 
general election; 
 

(ii)  A petition for a special election on the 
question of changing the form of government shall be filed with 
the city clerk at least one hundred twenty (120) days prior to 
the next regular municipal primary election; 
 

(iii)  A petition for change of the form of government 
may not be filed within four (4) years after the existing form 
of government was established; 
 

(iv)  When such petition is filed and determined by 
the city clerk to be legally sufficient, the mayor shall 
proclaim a special election on the question stating the present 
form of government, the proposed new form of government, and the 
time of the election. The proclamation shall be published at 
least once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the city or town; 
 

(v)  The special election on the question of change of 
the form of government shall be held not less than thirty (30) 
days nor more than sixty (60) days after the petition is filed; 
 

(vi)  Such special election shall be conducted in the 
manner prescribed by W.S. 22-23-801 through 22-23-809; 
 

(vii)  If the majority of votes cast are in favor of 
the proposed new form of government, the municipality shall at 
the next municipal primary and general elections nominate and 



elect officers under the new form of government. When the 
officers are elected and qualified, the municipality shall be 
governed by the new form of government; 
 

(viii)  Immediately after the special election on the 
question of change of form of government, the mayor shall 
certify the result of the election to the county clerk and the 
secretary of state. 
 

15-11-302.  Rejection of change by voters. 
 
If a change of form of government is rejected by the voters at 
the special election, the question shall not be resubmitted to 
the voters for a period of four (4) years following the special 
election. 
 


